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RELIGIOUS CO 


(ue very great importance of the 
subject at the present moment in- 
duces us to give an immediate Inser- 
tion, as well as a prominent place, 
to the following admirable * Letter 
toa Friendon YuR DUTY OF GREAT 
BRITAIN TO DISSEMINATE CHRIS- 
TIANITY IN INDIA, occasioned by the 


Arofiosed Renewal of the Charter of 


the East-India Company.’ We will 
not think so ill of any of our corres- 
pondents, as to suppose that they will 
require the smallest apology for the 
postponement of their communica- 
tions toa future number. 


Dear Sir, London, April 20th, 1812. 

About two hundred years ago the 
East-India Company was constituted 
by Royal Charter, with a joint stock, 
and various rights and privileges, 
which were confirmed and altered 
from time to time by successive 
Acts of Parliament. T’or many years 
they possessed no territory in India, 
but merely factories and ports in the 
dominions of the several native prin- 
ces; but about filty or sixty years 
avo they began to acquire territory 


> in India, and they soon became the 


| rly millions of souls. 


sovereizn ofa greatempire. Their 
dominions have been gradually in- 
creasing ever since 3; and the present 
extent of their territorial rights may 
be best estimated by stating, that, al- 
though those vast regiors are for the 
most part by no means well peo- 
pled, yet the East-Indian Empire is 
supposed to contain a population of 
Of these 


x ; : i 
» Mout one eighth, or, according to 


others, one fourth are Mahomedans ; 


| the rest are of a great variety of dif- 


ferent sects of idolaters, the most 


p Prevailing religion being the wor- 


Christ. Obsery. No. 


OQ - 
125. 


MMUNICATLIONS. 


shippers of Brahama, and his various 
associated deiues. 

The providence of God has thus 
brought under our sovereignty a 
vast poruon of the globe, with an 
immense number of the human race, 
anumber fourfold that of the whole 
population of Great Britain and Ire- 
land. But it ought to be stated that 
the inhabitants of these countries are 
not merely our sudjects ; though, 
doubtless, as such it would be our 
bounden duty to watch over their in- 
terests, and promote their huppi- 
ness; but the truth is, that they 
stand in a still closer relation to us : 
they are, In fact, our tenants. We, 
filling the place of the old sovereigns 
of the country, are still proprietors 
of the soil throughout India, though, 
much to our honour, about twenty 
years ago, Mr. Shore, now Lord 
‘Teignmouth, was authorized to com- 
mence his government by introduc- 
lag a system which had been begun 
under his predecessor Lord Corn- 
wallis; that of granting for the first 
time, to the great land-holders, here- 
ditary property in their estates. The 
rent paid by them to government was 
equitably and unalterably settled ; 
and it ought to be added, that care 
was taken at the same time to secure 
to the inferior occupants, no less 
than to the great chieftains, the se- 
cure possession of their rights and 
properties. 

It is not, therefore, going too far 
to affirm, that the inhabitants of In- 
dia are as much our subjects and are 
at least as nearly related to us, as 
the population of Yorkshire or Lan- 
cashire ; we might even say, from 
being our tenants, more nearly re- 
lated than the inhabitants of those 
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countries. Such then being the 
truth, every benevolent mind will in- 
quire, what is the domestic and so- 
clal state; what the moral and re- 
ligious condition ; what the charac- 
ter and circumstances of this prodi- 
gious number of our fellow-crea- 
tures ? This inquiry will be made 
with still more solicitude, by all in 
this country whoare duly impressed 
with a sense of moral responsibility 
to Almighty God; by all who re- 
member that we are answerable for 
the opportunities we enjoy of doing 
<ood to others ; nay more, for the 
use we make of the means afforded 
us by Providence of learning how 
good is to be done. Doubtless, in 
the great day of final retribution, in 
giving an account of our steward- 
ship, we shall be called on to answer 
for the misery we might have reliev- 
ed, for the benefits we might have 
conferred, for the happiness we 
might have diffused, if we had not 
neglected the opportunities with 
which the providence of God had 
intrustedus; if we bad not shut our 
eyes against, or turned them away 
from, the light by which we should 
have seen how the evil was to be re- 
moved, or the good to be done. 
When this important truth is duly 
weiched, it becomes an awful consi- 
deration, that after a lone course of 
deception and ignorance, the real 


he world: more especially, that Io 
his country,so much light bas been 
lately thrown on the religious and 
inoral condition, character, and cir- 
cumstances of the great mass of the 
native population of India, that no 
one. be his means of information 
ever so scanty, needs now be igno- 
rant of them. It 1s a melancholy 
fact, that the picture exhibited to 
us is of the most gloomy and af- 
flictine kind. That probably for 
about twothousand years ; certainly 
for many, many centuries ; the peo- 
ple of India have been sunk, and, 
though governed justly by us, that 
they still continue bowed down under 
one of the most cruel and depraving 
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systems of idolatrous superstition 
that ever existed upon earth. Until 
of late years, also, they groaned 
under the most abject state of poli. 
tical despotism. The consequences 
cannot be doubtful. Their religious 
and moral condition, justly estimat- 
ed, is, perhaps, lower than that of 
any other civilized people upon 
earth. 

And as, by the general ordination 
ofthe moral government of the uni- 
verse, vice is, even im this life, for 
the most part connected with suffer. 
ing, and virtue, with comfort and 
enjoyment, we can scarcely doubt 
what is the state, especially in re- 
spect of domestic and social bappi- 
ness, of the great body of the people. 
The above assertions are so strong, 
that, although to every considerate 
mind they might appear no more 
than natural inferences from what 
has been long universally known, 
of the political despotism, idolatrous 
worship, and soctal and domestic in- 
stitutions prevalent In India; yet as 
contrary opinions have been indus: 
triously diffused, especially by some 
infidel writers, and have obtained 
too much credit, it may be useful to 
settle the point beyond dispute, by 
adducing the authority of various 
withesses 3 some of them well known 
authors, others whose testimony 
claims still greater weight, persons 
who, during a long succession 0 
years, held high stations in the East 
Indies, and who, from having lived 
many years among the natives, and 
having bad much intercourse with 
them, must be supposed to have 
been best acquainted with their real 
character. Bernier, who travelled 
aniong them about one hundred and 
fifty years aso, places the charactet 
of the people in general, and mote 
especially that of the Brahmins, !0 
the most unfavourable light ; but 2s 
he no where gives a summary view 
of it, I will only refer generally ‘ 
his high authority. 

The same unfavourable character 
of them, and more especially of the 
Brahmins, is also expressed by Mr. 











—— oo ww 


Cf 


cD 


ca“ © Cs 


wm OSs 


cr me 





PREIS ROU NERLS . RS 


* P, 


aa 


1812. | 


Scrafton,* whose instructive work 
was published about fifty years ago ; 
and Mr. Orme, the excellent histo- 
rian of the Carnatic, leads us to form 
a sull lower estimate of their moral 
qualiies. 

Governor Holwell gives a sum- 
mary account of their character in 
such clear terms, that his own words 
shall be quoted. ‘ A race of people 
who from their infancy are utter 
strangers to the idea of common 
faith and honesty. “The Gentoos in 
eeneral are as dangerous and wicked 
a people, as any race of people in 
the known world, if not eminently 
more so, especially the common run 
of Brahmins. We can truly aver, 
that during almost five years that we 
presided in the judicial Cutchery 
Court of Calcutta, never any murder 
or other atrocious crime came before 
us, but it was proved in the end a 
Brahmin was at the bottom of it.” 

Lord Clive’s ¢t testimony is given 
in the same clear and compendious 
language. ‘ The inhabitants of this 
country we know by long experience 
have no attachment to any obliga- 
tion.’” 

An equally unfavourable character 
ofthem is given by Governor Va- 
relst, { especially in respect of * ava- 
rice, treachery, and ingratitude.” 

Mr. Shore § (now Lord Teign- 
mouth) paints their character in still 
darker colours. ‘The natives are 
timid and servile. Individuals have 
little sense of honour, and the nation 
is wholly void of public virtue. They 
Maxe not the least scruple of lying, 
where falsehood is attended with ad- 
vantage.—= lo lie, steal, plunder, ra- 
vish or murder, are not deemed suf- 

ficient crimes to merit expulsion 
irom society.” 
© With a Hindoo all is centred 
it himself; his own interest is his 


P Reflections on the Government of Hin- 
dostan, by Luke Scrafton, Esq. 

t See Bolt’s Considerations, vol. iil. 

} See Varelst’s View of the English Go- 
vernment in Bengal. 

§See the Parliamentary Proceedings 
apainst Mr. Hastings, Appendix to vol. it. 
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cuide.”—With other particulars of 
a similar complexion. 

Sir John Macpherson,* who was 
Governor general between twenty 
and thirty years ago, commenting 
on the foregoing description, thus 
confirms the accuracy of the deli- 
neation. ‘ TI am afraid that the pic- 
ture which he (Mr. Shore) draws, 
and the low ebb at which he states 
the popular virtues of the Bengaleze, 
are not fictitious representations.” 

Lord Cornwallis proved by his 
conduct, that he considered the na- 
tives as unworthy of all confidence ; 
for, contrary to the general usage of 
men occupying such stations as he 
filled, he never reposed any trust in 
any one of them, nor placed a single 
individual, either Hindoo or Maho- 
medan, about his person, above the 
rank of a menial servant. 

It is not perbaps unworthy of no- 
tice, that a character equally unfa- 
vourable of the natives of Hindostan 
Wes given jour hundred years ago by 
their great conqueror Tamerlane. 
‘“ The native of Hindostan,’’ he says, 
“has no pretensions to humanity 
but the figure ; whilst imposture, 
fraud, and deception are by him con- 
sidered as meritoricus accomplish- 
ments.’’ 

Such is the estimate we are led to 
form of the moral state and qualities 
ofthe Hindoo population. The mo- 
ral condition and character of the 
Mahomedans is somewhat different 
in its colours, but not of more pleas- 
ing hues. “ With more knowledge, 
and more pretensions to integrity, 
they are as unprincipled as the Hin- 

doos. Their perfidy, however, and 
licentiousness, are the perfidy and 
licentiousness of a bolder people.”’ 

You will now be prepared for the 
summary view of the characterof the 
natives of Indiain general, which has 
been given by a most intelligent, 
well-informed, and unprejudiced per. 
son, who lived for a long period in a 
part of India which was inhabited 
almost entirely by natives. ‘ Upon 

*See the Parliamentary Proceedings . 
arainst Mr, Hastings, Appendix to vol. i 
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the whole, we cannot avoid recog. 
nizing in the people of Hindostan, a 
race of men lamentably degenerate 
and base; retaining but afeeble sense 
of moral obligation ; obstinate in the 
disregard of what they know to be 
right ; governed by malevolent and 
licentious passions ; strongly exem- 
plifying the effects produced on so- 
ciety by great and genera! corruption 
of manners ; sunk in misery by their 
vices, In a country peculiarly calcu- 
Jated by its natural advantages to pro- 
mote the happiness of its inhabi- 
tants.” 

Such are the accounts of the na- 
tives of Ifindostan which are given 
by a number of unprejudiced witnes- 
ses, unconnected with each other, 
and all having had the most ample 
means of judging of their real cha- 
racter, Nor will these accounts ap- 
pear surprising to those who const- 
der the laws by which for many cen- 
turics they have becn coverned, and 


still more the degrading effects of 


the political and religious vassalage 
in which they have been held. Itis 
an established principie that the laws 
of every country are at the same 
time powerfully operative in produc- 
ing and continuing the state of its 
morals and manners, and strongly 
indicative of that state. I should ce- 
tain you too long were I to confirm 
my assertions concerning the Hin- 
doo cede by particularextracts. But 
in gencral I may safely affirm, that 
it is impossible to peruse the com- 
pilation of their laws without being 
extremely shocked by the despotic 
principles which they inculcate ; by 
the partiality which they manifest 
for the superior castes or classes of 
society ; by the sanction which they 
give to the g¢rossest Immoralitics ; 
by the spirit of injustice, oppression, 
and cruelty which generally pervades 
them.—Such, generally speaking, Is 
the spirit of the /aws ot the Hindoos. 

As to their poiitical and civil state ; 
it is well known, that for considera- 
bly above two thousand years, they 
have lived uncer ithe most absolute 
tolitical despotism ; nay more, under 








[ May, 


the most galling yoke of fersonal de. 
gradation. 

But the religious system of the 
Hindoos is even still more detesta. 
ble than the political. We might 
indeed anticipate its immoral nature 
and tendencies, merely by consider. 
ing the character of the whole mul. 
titude of Hindoo deities, male and 
female. The legends and histories 
of their actions are innumerable, 
andin the highest degree extrava. 
meant, absurd, and incredible. The 
most enormous and strange impuri- 
ties; the most villanous frauds and 
impostures ; the most detestable cru- 
elty and injustice ; the most filthy 
and abominable conceits 3 every cor- 
ruption and indulgence, ure present: 
ed to us in their histories, varied in 
a ihousand forms. Very many of 
them are perpetuated by images, 
temples, and ceremonies, and those 
of sucha nature as it were pollution 
to describe. Representations which 
abandoned licentiousness durst hard- 
ly imagine within the most secret 
recesses of impurity, are there held 
up in the face of the sun to ail man- 
kind, in durable materials, in places 
dedicated to religion ; nay, they are 
the objects of relimious adoration, 
and niniatures are taken from them 
and worn by multitudes about the 
neck. Let those who think this 
statement overcharged, peruse Dr. 
Buchanan’s account of his visit to 
the temple of Juggernaut, at the 
time of the annual festival. Is it 
then conceivable, that the senses and 
imagination of the people, especial- 
Iv of the youth, should not be utterly 
depraved by such representations, oF 
that all feelings and ideas of natural 
modesty should not be confounded 
and extinguished. 

Nor is it only in these ways that 
the Hlindeoo mythology influences 
the manners of the people ; the rob- 
ber by profession has his titular deity; 
and he who wishes to glut his revenge 
does not want a divine patroness. 

But even the universal prevalence 
of the grossest idolatry, in which the 
Supreme Being is represented unde! 
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a variety of the most shocking and 
must odious forms, must of itself 
tend to vitiate the morals of every 
people among wiom it prevails ; 
while they who believe the Bible to 
be the word of God, need not be told 
how offensive such practices are to 
the Supreme Being, or how they 
cause the Almighty to withdraw his 
pre venting grace from the idolatrous 
nation, and leave it “to be given over 
to a reprobate mind.” They will 
consequently be prepared to hear, 
that any people among whom sucha 
monstrous system of idolatry bas so 
long prevailed would gradually sink 
into the lowest depths cf lcentious- 
ess, Wickedness. and cruelty. Re- 
membering, therefore, the explana- 
tion viven in the word of God of the 
horrible enormities of the Gentile 
nations.* they will read without as- 
tonisoment the horrible account giv- 
en by Dr. Buchanan of the grossly 
obscene, and shockingly bloody su- 
perstitions, openly exhibited amidst 
the acclamations of hundreds of 
thousands of Hindoo worshippers 
from all parts of India, at the great 
annual festival before alluded to, at 
the temple of Juggernaut: they will 
net wonder at the shouts of joy that 
were raised to the god (a gigantic 
diol placed on a stupendous car 60 
fcet in height, and drawn along by 
six cables, preceded by elephants 
richly caparisoned, with all that 
could add spleadour to the proces- 
sion}, when a wretched victim offer. 
ed himself a voluntary sacrifice, and 
throwing himself on the road before 
the tower, the multitude Jeaving a 
space clear for his passage, he was 
crushed to death by the wheels. 
Phey will not be surprised to read 
of the thousands of courtezans main- 
taine for the sevice of the temple ; 
ana as lasciviousness and cruelty are 
closely combinted, they will not won- 
der at the utter unconcern with which 
these idolatrous votaries witness the 
sulferines of their fellow-creatures 


*See Romans, chap. i. 
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in their most affecting forms.—Nei- 
ther will it excite the wonder of 
those who have observed the ordi- 
nary progress of idolatrous superstl- 
tions, to hear that the most savage 
cruelties are sanctioned by their re- 
ligious system, under the notion of 
penance, by which the Divine favour 
is conciliated, and the guilt of sin Is 
done away. Neither will they be 
unprepared to hear that an utter want 
of natural affection is too often dis- 
played, and that at one time, parents, 
at another, children, become the vic- 
tims of these barbarous systems of 
superstition. 

It must be unnecessary to descant 
on the social and personal condition 
ofa people whose religious and civil 
institutions are such as have been 
here described. But I ought not to 
omit the mention of the general con- 
dition of the whole female sex— 
who constitute in every country, 
one half of the population, and on 
the situauion of whom its general 
character will so greatly depend. 
The condition of the female part 
of the native population of India is 
more particularly wretched ; at best, 
they are degraded into mere instru- 
ments of animal gratification ; and 
the number of those who annually 
are compelled or seduced into con- 
senting to be burnt alive on the 
death of their husbands (husbands 
to whom when alive they most pro- 
bably felt little or no attachment) 
is vastly ereater than has ever been 
conceived by the generality of the 
Europeans who have resided in In- 
dia. A Hindoo of education stated 
itas his conjecture, that in the Bengal 
provinces alone, the victims thus an- 
nually burnt amounted to 15,000, 
This we know, that by an actual ac- 
count which was taken of the women 
sacrificed within thirty miles round 
Calcutta in 1803, the number was 
275; and the same detailed account 
having been kept within the same 
district of thirty miles, with a state- 
ment of the place where each sacri- 
fice occurred, during the first six 
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months of 1804, the whole number 
of burnings proved to be considera- 
bly above 116.* 

But to return to the general situa- 
tion of the female sex. ‘* The wo- 
men,”? says a most intelligent and 
excellent man, long resident in India, 
“are truly an unfortunate part of the 
community, and greatly to be pitied. 
Receiving no education ; disposed of 
in marriage without their own con- 
sent, or knowing any thing of the per- 
son to whom they are to be given, 
they are immured for life. and made 
mere servants in the family of their 
despotic lord. If barren, or bearing 
only daughters, they are neglected ; 
and not always released from oppres- 
sion even when death removes the 
husband ; for they are then frequent- 
ly reduced to the alternative of sink- 
ing into a state of infamy, or of burn- 
ing themselves with his dead bedy.” 

They have no concern in the edu- 
cation of their children after infancy. 
The Hindoo code imputes to them 
the most depraved, impure, unsafe 
nature. 

On the whole then, especially 

when we take into account how much 
the personal qualities and general 
character of every people are formed 
by the female part of the community, 
it cannot surprise us, that, living for 
ages under such a religious, political, 
legal, and social system as bas been 
described, the inhabitants of Hindos- 
tan should be such as they have been 
represented by one who had long liv- 
ed among them, “ A people void of 
public spirit, honour, attachment, 
and (speaking of them as a society) 
base, dishonest, and faithless.” 

I have thus given you a Rencrst, 
though a siight and hasty sketch af 
the character and situation of the na- 


* The total number of these poor crea- 
fures thus annually sacrificed in iisdlosts AD, 
ofrenthe mothers of families taken from a 
midst of their children, (children, remem- 
ber, who have just lost thei father also) can- 
not ‘be certainly known. It has been calct- 
lated by a very intelligent person long resi- 
dent in India, and intimately conversant 
with Indian affairs, at between thirt ty an 
thousand inthe whole of Hindos 
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tive Indian population. Such is the 
depraved condition—such the deplo. 
rable and miserable state of the inha- 
bitants of an immense region, which 
Providence has intrusted to our care. 
Must not then every hamane mind 
feel for them the strongest emotions 
of pity and the most earnest longings 
to amend, if possible, their wretched 
state’ Must not every Christian 
mind be convinced that it bas no op- 
tion; but that, if it possesses the pow- 
er of mitigating these evils, it is 
bound by the most powerful obliga- 
tions of duty to exertit? Thanks be 
to God ! we are justified by the de- 
cided judgement of several of those, 
who are acknowledged by ail mankind 
to be the best informed and most ex- 
perienced in all East Indian concerns, 
who have been long resident In the 
country, and have administered its af- 
fairs, in conceiving that we need not 
be deterred by any considerations of 
temporal interest, from obeying the 
dictates of duty and the impulse oi 
feeling. his persuasion more espe- 
cially has becn declared to the world 
by a great and good man (Lord 
T cignmouth) who, after serving the 
Company for above five and twenly 
years, in various subordinate offices 
and after having been associated for 
the last three or four of them with 
Lord Cornwallis in the Supreme 
Council, when some changes of ex- 
treme importance were to be mace 
in the East-India Company’s system, 
was, without recommendation or 1D- 
terest, selected, solely on the ground 
of his high integrity, tried abiliues, 
and fierfect acguaintance with Kast- 
India affairs, to fill the high office of 
Governor-General of Bengal. A 
few years ago he published to the 
world his sentiments on this subject, 

and distinctly declared his clear 4 and 
hips persuasion, that it was not 
only practicable but expedient, on 
erounds of political interest, as well 
as just and right on the principles 
of religion and humanity, to com: 
municate, prudently and discreetly; 
to the ni tives of India, the know 
ledge of Christianity ; and the; ey: 
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‘hrough the Divine blessing, to im- 
prove their wretched state in this 
world, as well as to open to their 
view the prospect of eternal happi- 
ness. Shall Lord T.’s judgment of 
East-India affairs, so highly and uni- 
versaily respected In every othe 
particular, be called in question in 
this instance only ! 

With so higha testimony in our 
be needless to callin 
s; otherwise we might 
‘I mouth’s jnag - 


other 


favour. it must 
otherauthoritic 
conlirm 6 dd 
meat by the opinions o t 
eentlemen, whose Intim: tho- 
with Kast- udian 
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several! 
and 

rough acquainta nce it 
interestsisuniversaliys 
Unhappily, hneeeen partly from 
the In this coun- 
try of the real condition of the East- 
indian population 5 partly from our 
» in the habit of con- 
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our fellow-subjects, or rather, it must 
be repeated, as our tenants, and 
consequently from not adverting to 
their peculiar claims to our fosterine 
and protecting care ; partly, also, 
irom the immense distance at which 
those countries are removed from 
us, as well as from their never fall- 
ing = our personal view; above 
all, | erhaps, from that indifference 
sake ¢ idolatrous and cruel rites of 
the native superstitions, which is 
produced but too naturally, by wit- 
nessine them for many years, will 
curcely one, perhaps, during that 
lone period, eng racine, o having the 
Opportunity of eng.ging in Chris- 
“an worship; the public conscience, 
if i may so term it, of this countr Ys 
‘ts never been awakened and roused 


‘6 the consideration of this subrect. 
Bnsaine} ce ee Pes 

Doubtless it the same superstitions, 
Or the same barbarous and licentious 
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the banks of the Ganges, or at the 
femple at Juggernaut, were to be 
practised on the banksof the Thames, 
_— in the remotest part of the 
briish islands, ony could not long 
; they could not be 
away ; 
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would, dcubtless, excite the strongest 
possible teelings of horror, and sti- 
mulate our efforts to substitute a 
purer and more benign system In 
the place of this compound of cru- 
eity andcrime. But sureiy, to the eye 
of reason, the distance of that part 
of our dominions in which this vi- 
cious system prevalis, makes no real 
difference. It isequally a portion of 
our empire, subject to our rule, and 
contributing largely toour prosperity. 

Jf these various circumstances 
which have been stated are atten- 
tively and seriously weighed, they 
will exhibit a most extraordinary 
phenomenon ;—the most enlighten- 
ed, improved, and (may we not fairly 
Say) the most religious nation upon 


earth, standing for many years in 
the closest of ‘all social relations to 


a gs see bowed cown under a dark 
and degrading system of idolatry ; 
as well as under the most debasing 
yoke of political and personal bon- 


dugee. Might it not be very natu- 
rally supposed, by ge who ac- 
knowledge the hand of 1 superin- 


tending Provicence in ies varying 
fortunes of nations, that it had been 
the design of Heaven, in bringing 
those vast countries under the doml- 
nion of a nation enjoying the purest 
of all systems of religioi that their 
benighted and depraved inbabitants 
mightthus receive the light of Chris 

tian truth, and the blessings of a 
sound morality ? 

They, however, who might he- 
Sitate to accede to this proposition, 
would readily acknowledge, that it 
is at least our duty to endeavour in 
every way to promate the temporal 
well-being and happiness of our Ori- 
ental fellow -subjects. And itis to 
be hoped that the temporal benefits 
for which this quarter of the globe 
is indebted to the religion of Christ, 
are so generally acknowledged, that 
it will not be denied even by scep- 
tics themselves. Sccpticshave often 
acknowledged that the social and do- 
mestic comf hy as well as the moral 
improvementofany nation, can by no 





ee, 


- - 
or= 


a a ~ 
5 = aes op Izy ew 
RR a ES 


= 


— 
wee me gt te 


Ss 


Ty Se : 





eee 








265 On the Duty of Great Britain to Christianise India. 


other means be so effectually advan. 
ced, as by the general reception of 
Christianity. 

Nevertheless, though the duty of 
enlightening the natives was not for- 
gotten by the Portuguese when they 
possessed a considerable territory in 
India 5; nor even by the Dutch in 
the island of Ceylon ; scarceiy aiy at- 
tempts to this end have been hith- 
crto made by our own country- 
men, though now for above fifty 
years their possessions in India have 
been so immensely great. 

For above a century past, long 
indeed before we possessed any ter- 
ritory India, two or three mis- 
sionaries, chiefly Danes or Germans, 
have been maintained in the south 
of India by the Society for promot- 
ing Chiistian Knowledge ; and if 
there were room for the discussion, 
it would be a delightful office to state 
the excellent character of some of 
these good men, and what is sutll 
more to my present purpose, the 
high respect in which they were 
universally held among all ranks of 
the natives.—But this, it is obvious, 
was but a drop in the ocean. 

When the East-India Company’s 
charter was last renewed in 1793, 
these vast regions were given into 
the hands of ‘the Board of Control 
and the Directors of the East India 
Company ; and though other inte- 
rests were attended to, those of reli- 
gion were forgotten by the Icgisla- 
ture) and the few missionarics whose 
zeal bas prompted them within these 
few years, unwarranted by law, and 
in spite of every discouragement, to 
labour in the East-Indian field, not 
being permitted to go out in the 
ships of this country, or with the 
consent of those who had the su- 
perintendance of Eust-Incia aiairs, 
have been obliged to find their way 
to India by difficult and circuitous 
channels ; and were liable at any 
moment to be sent out of the coun- 
try—a fate which probably they 
would have experienced, but for 


the generous and liberal minds of 


the Governors General of Incta, and 
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(it must be added) their own extra. 
ordinary qualifications and merits, 
The East-India Company’s char. 
ter is now about to be again re- 
newed ; and it therefore now be. 
comes the duty of the leyislature to 
attend to the religious interests, as 
well as the social and domesuc hap. 
piness of the natives. ut det it be 
seriously considered, ti becomes no less 
the duty of the constiiuent body to 
testify to the legisiature, the decf in- 
terest with which it feels on this great 
guestian. Let it not be suid, that, 
however it may be a national con- 
cern, no parucular class of indivi- 
duals can plead any distinct Interest 
init. Surely the nation is made up 
of individuals, and every singie in- 
dividual has, or ought to have, an 
Interest, and a deep interest tow, not 
only in the national welfare, but in 
that which is inseparably connected 
with its welfare,—the national virtue 
and honour on the one hand, the 
national guilt and shame on the 
other. What particular or personal 
interest had the greater part of the 
people of Great Britain in the dis- 
continuance of the slave trade ? Yet 
we know that on no subject were the 
petitions to the two houses of parlia- 
ment ever more numerous or more 
forcible. On no occasion did the 
public voice speak more loudly, and 
powerfully ; on none, perhaps, with 
happier effects. I can scarcely doubt 
that every considerate and well in- 
formed Christian will grant, that now, 
when, blessed be God, the slave 
trade is abolished, our studiously 
barring out the light of Divine Trath; 
or, Without saying a word, our sul- 
fering it, with all its attendant be- 
nefits, to be barred out from the 
im:smense continent of India; our 
not eagerly endeavouring to promote 
the communication to that hitherto 
ill-fated country, of the blessings of 
Christianity, would be by far the 
sreatest of our national crimes ; and 
surely in such circumstances as those 
in which this country is now places 
with the prospect around us alreacy 
so gloomy and tempestuous, yet sull 
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continuing to gather fresh black- 
ness, every one who is not convinced 
tua’ the Bible is a forgery, will be 
enxiuous to use that measure of In- 
fluence, Whether greater or smaller, 
for which he will be responsible at 
the diy of judgment, in delivering 
his country from this heavy load of 
evil, and inbumanity. 

hough I have been drawn into 
ereater length than f intended. [am 
CONSCIOUS, Chat, fearful of prolixtiy, I 
have given you a very superficial 
and scanty Statement of this exten- 
sivc and copious subject. For the 
part f have abstained from par- 
it tere are two recent Ooc- 
ences, with the more pleasing 
colours of which | stad to re- 
lieve the general darkness 
picture which I have nad to lay 
ause t 


must 
ticulars; bt 
curr 
am 
of the 

Tree 

isu 
fore you count he rath Ci", bec hey 
will scrve at once to unswer oO! me ‘Ceo 


tiens, and to encourave our 
measure ol 


7 
ew 


by rr Rectuing 
heh: on tae practicabiiity of puting 
ar end, by pust and pr 


the abominations of 


bo smuil 
udicnt means, lo 
the Kust-Indian 
in trath, the lessons which 
they teach are so important. that it 
would be extreme injustice to my ar- 
gument, sei gues rtoomitthe men- 
tion of them: they shall be stated, 
however, briefis a eenerally. 

The first is, the abolition of the 
practice which prevailed among the 
Hindoos, of parents destroying their 
own children. Lord W cllesley had 
been informed, that it had been a 
custom of the Hlindoes to sacrifice 
children in consequence of vows, by 
ct rownine them or rn ai them to 
Sharks and crocodiles ; end that 
twenty-three persons had perished 
at Saugor in one month (January, 

301, ) many of whom were sacri- 
“ey in this manner. He immeci- 
ately instituted an inquiry into the 
Drinciple of this ancient atrocity 5 
heard what natives and Europeans 
had to Say on the subject; and then 
passed a law, “ declaring the prac- 
‘ice to be murder, punishable by 
oes ath.’—.{The law is entitled, “A 
‘esulation for preventing the Sacri- 
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the executioners of their 
spring. 
destroyed cannot be 
certainty ; the lowest accounts state it 
to be above 
culate it at 20 and even 30.000 annu- 
ally. 
Duncan, and afterwards, 
more assiduous and preserving hu- 
manity. 
due tothem to mention their names,) 
having ascertained the existence of 
this practice. resolved if possible to 
effect the abolition of it. ‘ 


moved to the 
bay) was indefauzable in bis en- 


fice of Children at Saugor and other 
Places,’ passed by the Governor- 
General in Council on the 20th of 
August, 1802. ‘The purpose of this 
regulation was completely effected. 
Vota murmur was heard on the sub- 
ject: nor has any attempt of the 
kind come to the knowiedg e of the 
public since, It impossible to 
calculate the number of human lives 


1s 


that have been saved, during the 
last clght years, by this humane 
law. Yet had the Noble Lord pos- 


sesyed a less sagucious understand- 


Ing, or a less humane and indepen. 


dent mind, the apprehensions, ursed 
by too many, of opposing the sus 
perstiuious practices of the natives, 


would have prevented this mercilul 
revulation. 


The other instance is of stll 
rreater muguitude and importance, 
both in its own nature, and in the 


snelusions to which it leads. 

For two and years at least, a 
custom bad existed in a particular 
tribe, in a distant province in India, 
of murdering the female infants, 
allegsing that the was a warlike 
tribe. that it was expensive to breed 
" daughters, difficult to marry them, 
and, in short, that it was a much het- 
ter plan for them to buy wives when 


rVrytve 
PEER Se 
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they wanted them from other tribes, 
than to train them up themselves. 


‘To render the deed, if possible. more 
horribic, the mothers were commonly 
own off- 
The numbers annually thus 
ascertained with 
3000 ; other accounts cal- 
Our resident at Benares, Mr. 
with still 


Colonel Walker (for it is 


Colonel Walker (it is due to Mr. 


Duncan to state that he was now re- 


eovernment of Bom- 
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deavours to produce in the minds of 
the various tribes in that part of the 
country, a conviction of the guilt 
and crueity of this horrid practice. 
The answer, however, which in 
1807 was made by the principal 
chicitains of the tribe in which this 
dreadiu! practice subsisted, was sut- 
ficiently discouraging. They alleg- 
ed, that for 4900 years they bad 
been in the habit of killing their 
daughters ; and that none of the 
great powers which from time to 
time had been sovereigns of [in- 
dostan, had ever intericred with 
then: ; nay, hints were thrown out 
in some of the letters which would 
have been enough to intimidate a 
man of less firmnessas well as sagaci- 
ty than Colonel Walker; still he per- 
severed, and his conduct, with the 
effects of it, affords an useful lesson 
to those who, in their endeavours to 
diffuse the light ot Christian truth in 
India, may tremble at the first symp- 
tom of opposition from the Brah- 
mins. He persevered, and it ts 
scarcely credible, but It is never. 
theless indisputably true, that within 
twelve months of the date of the 
very answer above-mentioned, the 
writers of it themselves formally 
abjured the practice of infanticide, 
and with their wives, families, end de- 
pendenis, declared themselves happy 
in entering into an arrangement for 
this purpose. Ishould greatly wrone 
you if I were net to go on to 
state what passed, when, about two 
or three years alter, Colone] Walker 
visited that part of the country. I 
will quote Colonel Waiker’s own 
words: ‘IT had all those infants in 
the immediate neighbourhood who 
were capable of attending” (the. fe- 
male infants who had been rescued 
from death by his humane exertions) 
‘ brought to my tent; many were 
too young to be brought to any dis- 
tance. It was extremely gratifying 
on this occasion to observe the 
triumph of nature, feeling, and pa- 
rental affection, over prejudice, and 
a horrid superstition ; and that those, 
who, but a short period before, 


would, as many of them had done, 
have doomed their infants to destruc. 
tion without compunction, shouid 
now glory in their preservation, and 
doat on them with fondness.’’* It 
is added, that, as the visit was preme- 
cditated,several officersand gentlemen 
assembled to witness so extraordina- 
ryascene. The Jarejah fathers, who 
buta short time back would not have 
listened to any proposal which should 
have been made to them for the pre- 
servation of their daughters, now ex- 
hibited them with pride and fondness, 
Their mothers and nursesalso attend. 
edon this interesting occasion. The 
emotions of nature here exhibited, 
were extremcly moving. ‘The moth- 
ers placed their infants in the hands 
of Colonel Walker, calling upon him 
and their gods to protect what he 
alone had taught them to preserve. 
These infants they emphatically call- 
ed “his children.” And it is likely 
that this distinction will continue to 
exist for some years in Guzerat. 

Doubiless if any of those who 
have argued against all endeavours 
to enlighten, and I had almost said 
to hu: «nize, those who have been 
for so many hundred years given 
over to a dark and depraving super 
stition, had been consulted before: 
hand on the practicability and ex: 
pediency of cffecting the abolition 
of the above horrid practice of infan 
licide, they would have pronounced 
the attempt at once utterly hopeless; 
nay, highly dangerous ; yet ém the 
short space of two or three years wis 
this detestable custom voluntarily aban 
doned. And here, in order to guard 
against misrepresentation, it may nd 
be improper to state, that, of courst 
it must be intended, that only th 
methods of reason and argument and 
persuasion should be used. Not ” 
no force, but no influence, beysn 
this should be exerted. Perhaps the 
hand of Government should not bé 
seen on the cccasion. Happily " 
has at length become an establishet 
opinion, though it is a truth whic 

* See Moor’s Hindoo Infanticide: t6" 
wards the end of the yvelume. 
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was so long undiscovered, that per- 
secution in all its forms onl, serves 
to diffuse the opinions which it en- 
deavours to extirpate. It is need- 
less, however, for me here to go 
into particulars, probably even the 
legislature itself will think it best to 
"hi these to the judgment and 
prudence of the friends of religion 
on the spot; acting, as they will 
have to act, under the constant su- 
perintendence and control of the 
execuuive government. The vary- 
ing circumstances of different pro- 
vinces, and probably the progres- 
sive changes which may be expected 
to take place during a ceurse of 
years, will suggest suitable, but pro- 
bably different, modes of proceed- 
ing. I wili only state, that I look 
with the fondest hopes to the diffu- 
sion of the holy Scriptures in the 
different native languages, and pro- 
bably to the education of the native 
youth, any offers of which would must 
likely be accepted with tnankfuiness. 

Happily several occurrences have 
jately taken place, and many consi- 
derations might be urged, besides 
those which are suggested by the 
two instances already stated, which 
may justly excite the delightful ex- 
pectation, that, if our countrymen 
do at length proceed te wipe away 
the reproach which has been so 
often expressly cast on them by the 
Roman Catholic writers, that we 
Protestants have ever shewn our- 
sclves indifferent about the conver- 
sion of the benighted Pagans, their 
endeavours will not be in vain. But 
surely it would fix this stigma upon 
us In deep and indelible characters, 
if now, when, throughout the whole 
island of Great Britain, the mer- 
cantile and manufacturing classes 
are calling on the House of Com- 
mons, as it were wiih one voice, to 
putan end to the commercial mo- 
nopoly, and to exclude them no 
longer from the benefits of a free 
trade with India, the Christian 
World of all denominations, all who, 


llowever d differing in cir cumstantals, 


“name the name of Ch; ‘ist,’ and 
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profess to believe his religion to be 
a revelation from God, should shew 
themselves indifierent respecuing the 
continuance of an exclusion of a 
sull more important kind, the ex- 
clusion of Chrisuan light and moral 
improvement. ‘Truly, might it be 
in that case said, our blessed Sa- 
viour’s remark is here exemplified, 
that “the children of this worid are 
Wiser in their generation than the 
children of light.’ It is likewise a 
consideration well worthy of being 
remarked, that while every other 
religion in India is left to its own 
undisturbed operation ; while the 
various classes and sects : for they 
are very numerous) of the Hindoos, 
with all the other varieties of Pa- 
canism, are ieft to their own free 
unobstructed course, difficulties and 
obstacles have been genie in 
the way of Christianity alone : and 
ever let it be kept in mind. that all 
which is desired is, that Chrisuanity 
and its teachers may be ¢tederaind. 
Yet (the very statement of the pro- 
position will shock every reader 
who believes Christianity to be a 
Revelation from Heaven) there have 

not been wanting those who in plain 
terms have called on the Briush Go- 
vernment to exert its power, In or- 
cer to bar out every scattered ray 
of that religious and moral hght, 
which, through the endeavours of 
any charitable individual among usy 


might otherwise shine on the inha- 
bitants of that benighted land. Ex- 


cuse the importunate earnes!ness 
with which IT press this most impor 
tant topic; and let me once more 
repeat the ceclaration, that if we 
admit the divine authority of the 
Scriptures, and the doctrine of a su- 
perintending Provicence, so explicit- 
ly inculcated, and so fully illustrated 
by innumerable examples in the word 
of God; still farther,if we believe that 
the decline and fall of states are the 
judicial inflictions of a Divine hand ; 
that national misfortunes and miseries 
are God’s punishments of guilty na- 
tions ; let Great Britain beware lest 
she provoke the Divine displeasure 
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by continuing to take idolatry, with 
all its guilt, into her special patron- 
age, and endeavouring to shut out all 
knowledge of the God of Christians ; 
I had almost said, to bar out all ac- 
cess to the Almighty. 

But let every individual in this 
country beware also that he do not 
incur, by his negligence, only the 
next inierior degree of guilt, by 
Silently conniving at the continu- 
ance of such a system, and by not 
plainly and publicly, though respect- 
fully, declaring to the two Houses of 
Parliament, the deep interest which 
he feels on this great occasion ; by 
forbearing, in short, to express his 
conviction, thatany Actof Parliament 
which shall lay down the future Bys- 
tem of government for India, ought 
to prescribe some regulations for 
communicating to the natives, or 
rather for preventing the door being 
barred against those who might wish 
to communicate to them the blessings 
of Christian Hight and moral im- 
provemeni,thereby introducing them 
by degrees to an Increased measure 
of social and domestic happiness. 

We perfectly know, trom ex- 
perience, that the Directors of the 
East-India Company are, to speak 
in the softest teims, not of them- 
selves disposed to communicate to 
Hindostan the light of Christian in- 
struction. We must also add, with 
whatever pain, that hitherto that 
part of the executive government of 
Great Britain which superintends 
and controls the Court of Directors 
has not shewn any disposition fa- 
vourable to this great object. Per- 
haps they might not feel them- 
selves warranted by the Act of 
1793, to promote the conversion of 
the natives, however indirectly. 
But under such circumstances, can 
the public be justified in giving 
over once more into their hands, fer 
probably a fresh period of twenty- 
one years, that vast country, with 
all its immense population. without 
securing forsuch well-recomnicnded 
persons as may wish to envarze in 
sy bencyolent a work, the right of 
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endeavouring to communicaie to 
the natives (let it again be observed, 
by such safe and prudent means as 
shall not in any degree disturb the 
public peace) the biessings of true 
religious truth, and moral and so- 
cial reformation. It was justly re- 
marked by one of the ablest and 
most active of the writers who have 
opposed all attempts at converting 
the natives of India, that the guilt, 
if any, of having wholly abstained 
from such endeavours, was not justly 
chargeable on the East-India Com- 
pany’s Directors, nor yet on the 
Board of Control, but on the Le- 
vislature, which prescribed to both 
the principles on which the govern- 
ment was to be conducted. The 
Legislature, on its part, if it should 
be censured for neglecting these 
most important of all Interests, 
would be able, with no less justice, 
to shift the blame on the constituent 
body, 7 the preofile of Haglund, be- 
ing thoroughly aware that on former 
occasions Parliament had shewn no 
concern about the religious inte- 
rests of the natives, should fordcar 
expressing (as they never fall to do, 
by petition to the two Houces, when 
any occasion worthy of netice re- 
quires their interference.) but more 
especially to thelr own representa 
tives, the deep interest which they take 
in the decision of this great question. 

Let every one, who calls himself 
a Christian, regulate his conduct of 
the present occasion by the golden 
rule of doing to others as in similar 
circumstances we would have them 
do to us; and the path of duty 
will be clear before him, and I will 
add, the decision of the Legislature 
would scarcely be any longer doubt: 
ful. Jam yours, &c. 

A CHRISTIAN. 
es 
‘Lo the Editor of the Christian Observer. 

Henry Scoucat, the author of the 
well-known treatise entitled ‘ The 
Life of God in the Soul of Man,” wa® 
one of the brightest ornaments of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church oi 
Scotland; and I flatter myself that 
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the following account of his life and 
writings will not be unacceptabie to 
your readers. 
Your &ce. 
A COUNTRY VICAR. 


It is observed by Dr. Kippis, in 
his Life of Doddridge, that ** Scot- 
land, in the middle of the 17th cen- 
tury, produced some Civines who had 
imbibed, in a wondertul manner, the 
ecnuine spirit of devotion, and the 
eenuine spiritof Christianity.” To 
which observation he adds, *“ The 
name of Scougal will occur to every 
one who is tolerably acquainted, 
eivher with the history of theology, 
or with compositions of a practical 
Nauie.” 

Yhis truly primitive divine was 
born in 1650, at Salton, in East-Lo- 
thian, Of which parish his father, 
Patrick Scougal,* was minister. The 
seeds of religion and virtue were 
sown in Lis mind at the earliest pe- 
ric, by the pious care of his excel- 
Jen | inher, who had the satisfaction 
of seeing those blossoms expand 
which afterwards produced such 
abuncant fruit. 

He was educated in the grammar- 
schoo! of his native parish, where 
he endeared himself to all who knew 
him, by the suavity of his temper 
and the gentleness of his manners. 
He seldom betrayed any freaks of 
childish levity ; and the little jea- 
lousies and envious competitions, 
which are socommon among school- 
boys, seemed to have no place in his 
breast. He took no pleasure in those 
diversions which usualiy occupy the 
vacant hours at school ; a peculiarity 
Which did net proceed from sour- 


“He was a venerable character. He be- 
came bishop of Aberdeen in 1664, and re- 
Manned in that see aniill his death in 1682. 
fle was married to Margaret Wemyss, 
daughter of a gentleman in Fifeshire, by 
whom he had three sons and two daugh- 
‘ers; John, commissary of Aberdeci ; 
» the subject of this memoir; James, 
“scnator of the College of Justice, by the 
‘tle of Lord Whitelill; Catharine, marri- 
ed to Alexander Scrogie, bishop of Argyle ; 
“id Jean, married to Patrick Sibbald, ‘one 


“the ministers of Aberdeen. 


Henry 
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ness or sullenness (for his disposi- 
tion was cheerful aud social), but 
from a strong sense of the value of 
time, a superior relish for reading, 
meditation, and prayer, anda predi- 
lection for the society and converse 
of those by whose wisdom and expe- 
rience he could profit. His leisure 
time, at school, was much employed 
in perusing the Bible; and he ac- 
companied the reading of the sacred 
oracles with frequent and fervent 
supplication to the great Fountain of 
light and wisdom, “that his eyes 
might be opened to behold wondrous 
things out of God’s law.” The piety 
of young Scougal was neither disfi- 
gured by superstition, nor overheated 
by enthusiasm, but the result of a se- 
rious conviction that the salvation of 
the soul is the grand concern of every 
human being ; a conviction which he 
was not ashamed to avow. 

The following incident deserves 
to be recorded as a pleasing speci- 
men of early piety. Ilaving retired 
for the purpose of seriously consi- 
dering what course of life would be 
most conducive to his happiness, 
temporal and eternal; after much 
musiny, he took up his Bible, and 
though he was always averse to the 
practice of making a lottery of the 
holy Scriptures, yet the following 
words, which first caught his eye, 
made a strong impression on his 
mind: “ Wherewithal shalla young 
man cleanse his way? By taking 
heed thereto according to thy word.” 

His relaxations from the business 
of school were manly and dignified. 
‘To borrow a passage from the ser- 
mon preached at his funeral by Dr. 
Gairden, **the civersions he was 
then most taken with, did speak out 
the greatness of his mind and spirit; 
and he seemed to act all the gran- 
deur of this world, while a child; 
for when, in learning the Latin 


tongue, he began to understand the 
oman story, he retired, usually, 
with the most ingenious of his fel- 
lows, composed little orations, and 
acted the parts of the Roman sena- 
Hlis memory, which was vast 


ae 
tors, 
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and retentive, was united with a 
jedgment uncommonly sound ; inso- 
much that, when avery young school- 
boy, he not only digested well those 
parts of Scripture which were daily 
read at home ;_ but could recapitu- 
late, in a clear and connected man- 
ner, the discourses which he heard 
from the pulpit. His literary attain- 
ments were far superior to the usual 
standardof his years. Before he ar- 
rived at the age of fourteen, he was 
a master of the Latin language, 
wherein he had attained the art of 
composing with singular elegance. 
fle had also, at the same early peri- 
od, made considerable progress in 
the Greek, as weilas inthe Hebrew 
and other oriental languages, besides 
being well versed in history and the 
elementary branches of mathemati- 
cal jearning—nay, 50 clear was his 
apprehension, and so mature were 
his powers of reasoning, that only in 
consequence of overhearing a con- 
versation between a party of young 
academics, he acquired an insight 
Ento the nature of a syllogism, and 
could readily form one upon any 
subject, before he bad heard lectures 
upon dialectics from the professional! 
chair. Though children,’’ says 
Dr. Gairden, 6 cenerally love only 
the society of their fellows, or such 
2s can entertain them with silly and 
fsolish stories, yet such was the seri- 
eusness of bis spirit, and the love he 
then had for knowledge and good 
men, that when he had the opportu- 
nity of hearing serious and reverend 
persons, who used to resort to his 
father’s house, he was careful to at- 
tend to them, and listen to their wise 
and pious discourses.” * Such,”’ 
continues the same writer, “were 
his attainments, and sucn “ the 
temper of his spirit. in that early pe- 
riod of his life, which others for the 
most part spend in vanity and folly, 
and begin to repent of when they 
come to think themselves men 3; and 
we may see how much a prudent fa- 
ther’s wise and pious care, when it 
meets with a fit temper and dcispo- 
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dowments and good inclinations in 
that tender age, which will bring 
forth much fruit in their riper years ; 
and with how much reason the Wise 
Man bids us‘ Jrain ufi a child in the 
way he should go, and when he ts old 
he will not depart from it.’ ”’ 

The early indications which Scou- 
gal gave of genuine piety, together 
with his uncommon capacity for 
learning, encouraged his father to 
devote him to the service of the al- 
tar; with which view he was admit- 
ted, at the age of fifteen, a student 
of King’s College, in the university 
of Aberdeen ; ; of which see his fa- 
ther was now bishop. His conduct 
while an under-graduate, and his 
progress In every branch of science, 
estublished his moral and literary 
character upon a firm foundation ; 
andthe early dawnings of piety which 
appeared tn the schoolboy,n ow shone 
forth with brighter lustre in the aca- 
demic. To borrow a beautifus simile 
from holy writ, his path was bk the 
shining light, which shineth more and 
more unto the perfect day. 

The scholastic philosophy which 
then obtained in our universities, 
was by no means to his taste. His 
pencirating and capacious mind, 
which thirsted for solid and useful 
truth, led him to view that philoso- 
phy in its genuine light, namely, as 
having no better tendency than to 
puzzle and perplex the intellectual 
faculties, and to beget habits of mere 
verbal wrangling. In fact, he had 
acquired a relish for that new mode 
of philosophizing i in physics and me- 

taphysics which became current 1? 
Eneland after the Restoration of 
Charles the Second ; and which the 
example and influence of Mr. Scou- 
ral had no small share in introduc: 
linge a tt Aberdeen. He valued specula- 
tive truths in proportion as they ten¢- 

ed to establish morality —_— a solid 
wid permanen t base, and to promote 
just views of religion. During his 
academical career, he composed ‘ethi- 
cal treatises fraught with ingenully 
and rine. aisle besides some devo 
tional pieces, which breathed a spit 
of piety worthy of the purest times® 
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the church. Scotland at that period 
was distracted by religious disputes, 
chiefly on points of ecclesiastical po- 
lity : episcopacy and poeenytery con- 
tended against each other with unre- 
lenting fury. Scougal was an epis- 
copalian. He was convinced, both 
from seerene and the general prac- 
tice of the church during hiteen cen- 
that. in framing a plan of 
church government, Hooker and 
Chitiingworth were surer guides 
than Calvin and Knox; but the herce 
spirito! controversy illaccorded with 
the devotional frame of his gen 
and placid mind. He wasa stranger 
to the odium theologicum., He nad 
never, to use the language of the 
amiable Tillotson, dr ane blood in con- 
treversy. Instead of wading through 
the mud of perverse theology, he 
deiiyhted 1a books of practical piety ; 
Whose object was to renovate the 
heart, to regulate the temper, and to 
inculcate a conversation becoming 
the Gospel of Christ. © His mind,” 
says Dev. Gairden, describing his re- 
livious character when a student, 
° being always composed to a reli- 
sious temper, he even then made it 
lis business, by the frequent read- 
ing of the most pious and useful 
books, and a happy conversation, 
sanctified by a constant devotion, and 
an uppreyudiced mind, to frame to 
himself, amidst the various opinions 
and distractions of Christendom, 
right apprehensions of religion, and 
accordingly to suit his practice : so 
that even then, religion was the mat- 
tcrofhisseriousandimpartial choice, 
and not merely the prejudice of cus- 
tom and education.” He viewed re- 
ligion, notin the light of acold spec- 
iat doctrines of 


tur 1@Sy 


tle 


uve assent to the 
Christianity, but as a vital principle 
Wrought in the heart by the Holy 
Spirit, purifying the inward man, and 
operating by heices ; or, to use his own 
Cuphatical language, as the life of 
Gud in the soul of man, 

After studying at the university 
four years, he commenced Master of 
Arts, being nineteen vears of age. 
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Scarcely had he ceased to be a pu- 
pil when he became a teacner. He 
gave public lectures during the next 
term with distinguisaed ability, in 
the absence of one of the regents, and 
soon aiter had the honour of being 
appeinted professor of philosopuy. 

Dr. Gairden’s account of his con- 
duct, as an instructer of youts, Is 
highly interesting. ‘ He was care- 
ful so to behave himself in the exer- 
cises of that office, as to preserve his 
own conscience pure and void of of- 
fence, and to serve the interesis of 
Christianity ; training up the youth 
in such principles of Jearning and 
goodness as Might make them most 
serviceable to church and state. He 
was cureful not to drive oa little de- 


signs, or to maintain factions and 
heats in the society, but studied 


always to compose them. He al- 
ways preserved his authority entire 
amongst the unruly youth, and would 
quickly compose their disorders and 
tumults, and yet gain their love and 


esteem. He was careful to instruct 
the youth In the most intelligible 
and useful principles of human 


knowledge ; and it deserves to be re- 
membered, that he was the first in 
this corner of the land (perhaps in 
the whole nation) who taught the 
youth that philosophy which has now 
(1678) the universal preference by 
ail the knowing world. He looked 
upon it as the most proper for fram- 
ing their judgements, and disposing 
them to conceive things arigh: ; for 
taking them off from a disputing 
humour, and a vanity in hard words 
and distinctions, and in thinking they 
knew something when they knew no- 
thine. He thought it served to en- 
large their apprehensions of Al- 
mighty God, by considering the vast- 
ness of his works, and the admirable 
wisdom and goodness that appeared 
in the order of the world, and the 
wonderful contrivance even of the 
most roinute creature; that it dis- 
posed them to consider the nature 
and worth of their immortal souls, 
ancoftwhat small momentall the sen- 
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sual pleasures of this lower world 
were ; and that it inclined them to 
amore universal love and good-will 
towards all, and to meaner thoughts 
of themselves and their knowledge. 
He was very careful to train them 
up in the best and most useful prin- 
ciples of morality, and to guard them 
against the debauched principles of 
Leviathan.* And as he thus made 
human learning serviceable to the 
ends of religion ; so he made it his 
reat endeavour to have their minds 
inspired with this. On the Lord’s 
days, in the evenings, he usually read 
some plous discourses to them, lay- 
ing open the loily and heinousness 
of vice and impiety, and the excel- 
Jency and advantage of religion and 
goodness, and such other considera- 
tions as might both instruct their 
minds and gain upon their tempers. 
And he failed not to deal with each 
ofthem apartin private. Those who 
were of bad inclinations, he studicd 
to reform and amend; andin whom 
he saw any appearance ot goodness, 
he was careful to encourage and 
cherish them. Thus he hath made 
appear, by his practice, that philoso- 
phy and religion are not enemies to 
one another, but that the sober and 
discreet use of our reason makes us 
more capable of the truths and graces 
of our religion.”—Happy those col- 
Jeges whose public instructers thus 
enter into the spirit of their impor- 
tant office ; who guide their pupils 
through the paths of science to the 
temple of religious truth. Such, the 
writer of these pages recollects with 
veneration and gratitude, was the 
character of a Professor, who for 
many years filled the chair of moral 
philosophy, in the university of Glas- 
gow, with distinguished honour,— 
the late Dr. Reid ; whose metaphysi- 
calacumen was unrivalled, whose sci- 
entific attainments were vast, whose 
taste in Belles Lettres was correct 
and refined, and whose praise it was 


e famous 


* A hook so called, written by th 
Hobbes. 
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, Henry Scougal. 


to render philosophy and literature 
the handmaids of goeey and virtue.* 
Scougal sat inthe chair of philoso- 
phy about four years, when he enter- 
ed into holy orders, and, having re- 
signed his professorship, was pre- 
sented by his College, in 1678, to the 
living of Auchterless, in Aberdeen- 
shire, where he resiced only one 
year: during which he discharged 
the various duties of the pastoral care 
with a zeal and diligence worthy of 
the days of St. Chrysostom. The 
episcopal church of Scotland at that 
time used no liturgy : the difference 
between them and the presbyterians 
could not be called material, either 
in regard to doctrine or the forms of 
worsnip. The Confession of Fuith, 
which had been drawn up by the 
first reformers of Scotland, in 1560, 
continued to be the received standard 
of doctrine to both parties upwards 
of fourscore years; and although 
this Confession was laid aside by the 
presbyterians in the reign of Charles 
the First, to make way for the West- 
minster Confession, no clergyman, 
who had subscribed the latter, would 
have scrupled subscription to the for- 
mer. In. regard to public worship, 
although no form had been appoint: 
ed by episcopal authority, we are in- 
formed by a presbyter of the epis- 
copal church in Scotland, in his Ec- 
clesiastical History of that kingdom, 
that “ many of the episcopal clergy 
compiled forms to be used by them- 
selves In their particular congrega- 
tion, with some petitions and col- 
lects taken out of the English book ; 
and all of them uniformly concluded 
their prayers with the Lord’s Prayer; 
and their singing with the Doxolo- 
ey, which the zealots of the other 
side decried as superstitious and for- 
mal. ‘The two sacraments were ad- 
ministered by both mostly in the 
same manner, without kneeling a 
the one, or signing with the sign of 
the cross at the ochet:: ; only in bap- 


* This great and worthy man sat in Scou- 


cal’s chair for several y years, 
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ism, the episcopal clergy required 
the Apostle’s Creed, and the presby- 
terlans, in general, the Westminster 
Confession. And then, with regard 
to discipline, the establishment had 
their kick as the pres- 
byterians have at present: they had 
their ii a tiie where some cx- 
minister, of the bishop’s 
moderator 3; and 
diocesan SV nO Mls, 1n 
the in 
person, his @Xpress ap- 
pointiment, presided.” * There was 
po marked line of distinction, then, 
between the two partes, 


SESSLONS, 


per 1ence 


nomination, Was 
they had their 

the bishop of 
one by 


which diocese 


gor 


Sto articles 


of faith, ritual, or discipline. The 
rund bone of contention was the 
mode ot church government. “ie 
rand question in debate was, whether 
the supreme and exclusive purcisdic- 
Conin ecclesiastical afiairs, should be 


~ } a . oe my 6 1 5. Cr. '* 
ested ih a vishop,er a courtal Presny ” 
ters, each party arzuig on the pure 
' ic a . 
( 19 riot, In those parts OL Scot- 


the bishops and their 

devont and exemplary, 
wus a pretty peneral con- 
nope to episcopacy; the strong 
hold of presbytery was in the west- 
em voere the ignorance 


where 
were 


? i 
rand 
clergy 
1 
tnere 


r 


counties, \ 
and the profligacy of the episcopal 
clergy were notorious. Had the 
piety and moderation of the incom- 
parable Leighton been more pre- 

lent upon the Scots bench, and 
the spirit and temper of Scougal been 
more generally imbibed by the pa- 
rochtal clergy, the episcopal form 
ofchurch government would, in all 
probability, have continued in Scot- 
land at the period of the Revolution, 
although not squared by the model 
of the chureh of England, either in 
lites; ceremonies, ort judicatorics. 


-~ 


, * Skinner’s Ecclesiastical History of Scot- 
land, vol. ii. p. 468, 


» The following account of the discipline 

the Church of Scotland, between the Re- 
‘toration and the Revolution, is extracted 
“oman authentic record, and will, no doubt, 
ve gratifying to your readers : 

“Every bishop hath under him an official 
or commis sary, Whois judge ofthe spiritual 
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Scougal, during the short time he 
remained at Auchterless, was a most 
exemplary pattern of what a pas 


court within his diocese, Unto this court 
are referved matters of testaments, bastard lv, 
, say os . aeenees fom Sese «@ 

cuaivorTrce, tithe: . per) ry, & eS be andl Many 


civil cases. [ft sits inthe months of Novem- 
ber, December, January, February, June, 
and July. Of the several courts subordi- 


iIsHop s, wHereip is crereised ece 


ate to the }, 


ci eae diss iphne, the first and lowestis 
colicd the Session : it consists of the chief 
anal most crave men of ie | aristh, who are 
termed #!ders and teacons. Inthis small 
court, wierect the niunister Is president, all 
foriicators. adulterers, blasnhemers,swear- 
crs, proha ters ofthe Lord’sDayv, sec wre con- 
vened, and pitto make pubne confession of 
their stis, amd profession of their repent. 
gnee, according to the degree or beimousness 
of them. 

ee oe Tencon’s cfice is to collect the 
mio tor the use of the poo} to delate 
Ca dancg in mits, gC and that at the elder, is 
to be carefal of the fabric of the church ; tO 


assist im ihe censuring of scandalous per- 


mS. and lo waiton the minister 
broti 


‘ } an 
at tue ceie- 
v ~~ % ~eEead ty yr 
a,.07TC S Subp) ihis 
ence awe ek. ‘The next court 
gx of twelve 
or wh thut sits 
Phe moderator 
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’ 


the bishop. 


In this court ere discussed appeals from 
session. Tiere ere convened sui those who 
refuse to submit to church disci ipline : and 


V 1. . 
ail such as apostatize to Popery or Quaker. 


ism, who,if they remain obstinate, are per- 
secuted with the censures of ul e price ree 
Here also all such as enter inte haly orders 


are examined, and an account take not ute 
learning wine er qu: if cations, in acourse 


of many trials; as making homilies, ser- 
mons. and anenenins ? i ‘aaa which hold two 


are returned 


. ’ 
who upon that 


or three months, and then they 
to the bishop weil qualificd 
proceeds to ordain them. 

«4 third court, whereof the bishop ts 
president, is the Provincial Synod. In this 
court are discussed all app eals rom preshy- 
terics, hence are issued warrants 
for visiting Here also the lives 
of scandalous ministers are tried, who, if 
found guilty of crimes taid to their charge, 
are either deposed, suspended, or excom. 
municated, The provincial synod meets 
twice in the year; in April ard October. 
The supreme ecclesiastical court is a na- 
tional synod made up of bishops and deans, 
and two members from every presbytery, one 
of whom is of the bishop’s nomination; and 
a commissioner from every university, 

“ The calling of this sy nod is wholly in the 
Crown. _ Nothing is to be proposed but by 
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rish pricst ought to be, in all things 
shewing himself a pfrattern of good 
qworks, in doctrine shewing uncorrupl- 
ness, sincerity, sound speech that could 
not be condemned, insomuch that they 
who were of the contrary part had no 
evil thing to say ofhim. He conduct- 
ed the devotional services of ihe 
church with fervent simplicity ; his 
looks and gestures gave striking in- 
dications of a mind strongly impress- 
ed with a sense of the Divine pre- 
sence, and while he frayed with the 
sfirit he prayed with the understand- 
ing also ; of which the specimens of 
devotion that he hath left behind 
him, furnish evident proof. The 
prayers which enrich that golden 
treatise, his Life of God in the Soul 
of Man, are well calculated to draw 
ufithemindiohighand heavenly things, 
and will bear a compurison with the 
most admired meditations of that 
ereat luminary of the church, St. Au- 
eustine, ‘Lie morning and evening 
services wuich he composed for the 
use of the cathedral church of Aber- 
deen, breathe a spirit which animates 
every part of the English Liturgy, 
and furnish an excellent guide for 
family worship, as well as for the de- 
votions of the closet. I cannot with- 
hold from the reader the following 
beautiful picture of Scoural as a 
man ot prayer in the sanctuary, given 
by the author of his funerai ser- 
mion: * Efis piety and zeal were very 
eminent in the public worship, when 
he was the mouth of the people ; bis 
devotion was so raised, and the hum- 
ble fervour and seriousness of his 
the Bing or his Commissioner ; nor can any 
thing that they do be of force till it be rati- 
fied by the King.”’--2rdliotheca Topographi- 
ea Britannica, No. 3. pp. bil, 112, 113. 
The evand difference between this mode 
of discipline and that which was established 
at the Revolution, regards the power and 
the proceedings of the General Assembly, 
which now meets annually by its own ap- 
pointment ; and from its decision there is 
no appeal, not even to the Sovereign, whose 
Representative has no veice, and whose 
presence is nothing more than a pledge 
to the established church of the counte- 
nance and protection of the ciyil authority. 
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spirit so visible, as did highly inflame 
the devotion of the serious : and, 
when he mace one of them, the hu- 
mility and adoration of his soul did 
appear in his outward behaviour ; 
and he thought it one suitable ex- 
pression of it, to bow the knee be- 
fore that Majesty beiore. whom the 
anreis tremble. In the celebration 
and receiving of the holy commu. 
nion, his soul seemed to be totally 
swallowed up in the contemplation 
of Jesus Christ, and his devotion 
was the admiration of aii who saw 
him. Ife had been constant in his 
private prayers to God from his child- 
hood. ‘hat great secret of devotion 
which he recommends in his* book 
was his constant practice ; and he 
sent up sometimes such aspirations 
of love, and such ardent sighs and 
rroanipg, and heavings ef his spirit, 


* Dr Guirden coubtiess alludes to the 
following passave in Scougal’s Life of God 
in the Soul of Alin: * As there is one sort 
of prayer wherein we make use of the voice 
which is necessary in public ; and another, 
wherein, though we utter no sound, yet we 
conccive the expressions and form. the 
words, as it were, in our minds ; so there 
is athird and more sublime kind of prayer, 
wherein the soul takes a higher flight, and 
having collected all its forces by long and 
serious meditation, it darteth itself (if 1 may 
su speak) towards God in sighs and groans, 
and thoughts too big for expression. As 
when after a dcep contemplation of the Di- 
vine perfections appearing in all his works 
of wonder, it addresseth itse!f unto him in 
the profoundest adoration of his majesty 
and glory ; or when, after sad reflections 
onits vileness and miscarriages, it prostrates 
itself before him with the greatest confu. 
sion and sorrow, not daring to lift up its 
eyes or utter one word in his presence ; or 
when, having well considered the beauty of 
holiness and the uaspeakable felicity 0! 
those that are truly good, it panteth after 
God, and sendeth up such vigorous and ar- 
dent desires as no words can sufiiciently ex- 
press. This mental prayer is of all other 
the most effectual to purify the soul, and 
dispose it unto a holy and religious tempe’, 
and may be termed the great secret of de- 
votion, and one of the most powerful 1- 
struments of the Divine life—and it my 
be the Apostle hath a peculiar respect unt 
it, when he saith, that the Spirit he/peth ow” 
infirmities, making intercession for us wt!" 
groanings that cannot be uttered.” 
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as perhaps unclogged his spirit, and We are either content to profess out- 


made his soul take its flight so soon 
from this earthly tabernacle.” 
(To be continued. ) 





No. XLI. 


John xv. 8.—** Flerein is my Lather 
glorified, that ye bear much fruit ; 
so shall ye be my discifiles.” 

Amip all the religions professed inthe 

world, those alone who profess Chris- 

tianity worship the true God aright, 
or are acquainted with the true way 
of salvation ; there being “ no name 
under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved, but the 
name of Christ.””. We must, there- 
fore, acknowledge itasa great bless- 
ing to have had our lot cast where 
this religion is generally protessed. 
But then we must take care that we 
do not satisfy ourselves with the bare 
profession, and thus lose all the bene- 
fits of the Gosnel as too many have 
done. This religion, when first plant- 
ed, and for three hundred years dur- 
ing which all the powers of this world 
were against it, flourished exceeding- 
ly,and brought forth abundant fruit 
tothe glory of God and the benefit of 
man. ‘Those who then professed it 
were better men than the rest of the 
world. But when Christianity be- 
came the governing religion, men 
began to take it up only because it 
was in fashion ; and though many, 
perhaps more than before, embraced 
it from right motives, yet the great 
bulk of those who professed it had 
probably no other design than that 
of conforming outwardly to the re- 
ligion of the state. And so it is at 
the present day. We have cause tu 
bless God that Christianity is not 

Only professed in this kingdom, but 

established ; that in our infancy we 

Were admitted, by baptism, into 

Christ’s church, and that we still pro- 

less ourselves to be members of it. 

But to each of us this privilege will 

dea blessing or not, according to the 

Use we make of it, according as we 

live up to what we proiess to be. 

his, however, few among us co. 
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wardly this true religion, in which 
alone there is salvation, under a vain 
idea that we shall be saved by this 
profession; or we become mere re- 
ligious partizans, spending our zeal 
on matters thatare wholly unessential, 
on the points that distinguish differ- 
ent sects and parties, ull we have 
none left for what is the main, sub- 
stantial end of the religion of Jesus 
Christ, namely, truly to honour, serve, 
and glorify God, by doing what he 
has commanded us to do, and thus 
being his disciples, not by profession 
only, but in deed end intruth. This 
our blessed Saviour foresaw, and In 
the text has warned us against : 
‘“ Herein is my Father glorified, that 
ye bear mucé truit; 80 shall ye be my 
disciples.” 

In the preceding verses our Lord in- 
structs us, that all our power of doing 
good comes from him ; and to illus- 
trate this great truth, he compares 
himself to a vine, and those who pro- 
fess his religion to so many branches 
eraftedintothatvine. * Asthe branch 
cannot bear fruit of itself, except it a- 
bide in the vine, no more can ye, ex- 
cept ye abidein me. I am the vine, 
ye are the branches. He that abideth 
in me, and I in him, the same bring- 
eth forth much fruit ; for without me 
ve candonothing.” By dearing fruit, 
therefore, is plainly meant the doing 
such works, and exercising such tem- 
pers asare agreeable to the profession 
of Christianity. Christ himself de- 
scribes them in another place as “good 
works,” whereby we may ‘“ glorify 
our Father which is in_ heaven ;’’ 
John the Baptist, as “ fruits meet for 
repentance ;” and St. Paul, as the 
“fruits of righteousness,” “the fruit 
of the Spirit.’ These expressions, 
which ell mean the same thine, are 
ex plained by the Apostle as including 
“love, joy, peace, long-suffering, 
eeuticness, goodness, faith, meek- 
hess, temperance,’”’ a list to which 

every kind of good work, whether it 
respects God or man, may be refer- 
red. And, in another place, he gives 
us an cqually comprehensive view 
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oi the subject, when he informs us, 
that * the erace of God” teacheth us, 
that “denying upgodliness and world- 
jy lusts; we should live soberly, 
righteously, and godly, in this pre- 
sent world.’ Such «ere the works 
Which Christ requires, such is the 
ivuit which we must bear, if we 
would be his Gisciples—if we would 
glory God. But we must not ouly 
bear trait of this kind, we must bear 
much of it; we must * abound In 
the work of the Lord.” hese things 
mnust not only be in us, but they 
must abound, if we would be neither 
uniruitful in the knowl- 
We must abound 


y 


barren nor 
edve of our Lerd. 
notin some Christian eraces, but in 
all. If we weuld * walk worthy of 
the Lord unto all pleasing,” we must 
be ‘fruitful in every good work.” 
For there ts that ¢ Lose connection be- 
twecn all the Clirtsuan graces, tha 
they cannot be separated 5 all must 
po torpether : and be who does not 
assiduously cultivate all, cainot be 
said as yetto have entered aright on 
ne great works of his Civistian pro- 
Do We bot promise, on che 
tering into the ark of Christ’s churca, 
that wes oh Md | keep ai? his command. 
ments? Naming the name ef Cirist, 
are we not bound to depart trom ad! 
liquity £ Ave we not called, as 
rh to be * holy in af man- 
ner of conversation, as he who hath 
called us is holy ;” to be “ perfect as 
our Father which is in heaven is per- 
iect.””>. Are not we who have given 
up cur bames to Christ, taught of him 
to * love the Lord our God with all 
our heart,and soul, and mind, and our 
neighbour as ourselves £” Is not our 
duty then plain? Itisto glorify God 
by bearing much fruit, by doing 
much good and no e a in the world, 
by being good and doing geod in the 
hiehest 1 manner that we possibly can. 
To this course of well-doiny Chris- 
tians are aprent bound by ano- 
ther consideration, that if much is 
required of them, itis because much 
has been given. Of themscives, in- 
dced, they have neither inclination 


4 
& 
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ner strength for any geod work. 


“ Without me,’ says Christ, “ ye 
can do nothing.” Without him, we 
may talk of good works and may 
seem to do them, but we really do 
none, and indeed can do none. “ Ag 
the branch cannot bear fruit ef it. 
self except it abide in the vine, so 
nelther can ye, except ye abide in 
me.” But then he adds, ** He that 
abideth in me, and I in him, the 
sume bringeib forth much fruit ;” 
assuring us, that all who by faith 
are united to Christ, receive such 
supplies of grace from him as enable 
them to bring forth much fruit. 
Paul experienced this when he 
said, * I can do ali things through 
Christ,which strengtheneth me; ond 
all Christ’s ¢rue disciples may use ¢ 
similar language ; s for “his grace isal- 
Ways sull “cient for them: his strength 
is made perfect in their weakness,” 
And what may not those do who have 
such power and grace conferred upon 
them ! Surely they are, In an especial 
manner, bound to “let their tgp 
shine bed lore men, that they may s 
their good works, and ¢ glorify Fis 
Father which is in heaven.” 

When it is said that God is glon- 
fied by our bearing much frult, it is 
hot meant that any thing can be 
added to his essential glory ; or that 
he is more or less glorious in con- 
sequence of any thing we either do 
or Jeave undone. But he is then 
said to be glorified, when his crea 
tures sce and acknowledge his glory. 
Ife made all things for the purpose 
of shewing forth his glorious per: 
fections to such of his creatures 4s 
are capable of thinking upon them. 
And when they so tiink upon them 
as to own and admire their glory; 
then are they said to glorify him, oF 
to give him glory. And as the 
or lory of his wisdom, power, and 
eoodness, shines forth in his works of 
creation aid providence, so the glory 
of his mercy and truth shines fort 
in the redemption of man, and in 
all the good works they are thereby 
enabled to do ; for as they do them 
all only by his assistance, the glory 
of them redounds to him. When we 
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behold his mercy promising such 
assistance, and his faithfulness ful- 
filling the promise 5 when we see 
his isdom in the wonderful method 
he has adopted of restoring Jost man 
to his first estate, purifying his cor- 
yupt nature, so that he may not only 
do good, but be good; when we 
mark the greatness of his power in 
the fruit produced by trees that were 
vithered and dead, in holy actions 
performed by those who had neither 
power nor will to perform them ; 
when we see his goodness approving 
and accepting of works imperiectly 
- BB done, as if they had been done per- 
| £ fectly, forgiving the sins ef his peo- 


| @ ple and the infirmities of their best 
1 #® performances, we then behold the 
- @ clory of the Lord shining most ¢lo- 


1 @ viously, and we praise God and ¢lo- 
’ & nify his holy hame who hath thus 


e @ wrought in his sinful creatures * to 
h @ will and to do of his ood pleasure,” 
il and filled them with * the fruits of 
0 B® righteousness which are by Jesus 
¢ ® Christ unto the glory and praise of 
iy He God.” 

But what motives, what encourage- 
‘| ment have we thusto seek the glory 
iS of God by bearing much fruit? W c 
be have the strongest motives: we 
at lave the hiehest encouragement. 
n- That God may be elorified 1S “on 
co best end at which we canaim. It we 
en that we might pursue this end fas 
cae PB he at first made us, that he still up- 
ry. holds us, that he bestows on us so 
sé Me ieny blessings, that he redeemed 
et Bets by the bluod of his only begotten 


a Moon. By glorifying God, therefore, 


1. We attain the end which God had in 


mt view in our creation, preservation, 
rys Hand redemption, and then reach the 
Of MeProper satisfaction and rest of the 
he Msoul. We cannot look farther or aim 
nd Bucher oan at the supreme end of 
| of llthings : ret this end do those reach 


ry Hvho soit God. 


| Other people live 
wat 10 ho pur pose. 


fi:ey live to the best 
in Bo pu inposes; that for which they 
by “ame into the world. They do His 
m B'Siness, and they are under His 
'Y Be and protection, who sent them 
je ther, Glorifying him, they enjoy 
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his love and favour, and he is gra- 
ciously pleased to giorify them. 
“ Them that honour me,” saith God, 
“7 will honour.’ And how happy 
must they be whom God is pleased 
to honour. Such honour have all 
they who glorify God, net only In 
this world, but in the next, where 
they will glorify him, and be giorifi- 
ed by him for ever. 
Of those who thus giorify God our 
Saviour suys, Ye shall be my dis- 
ciples.” Other persons may be call- 
ed the discip les of Christ. Those 
only are so in reality who dcar much 
Jruvt. Thisisiheo nly ludailible sign 


of their abiding in bins. © If ye con- 
ti ue in my words, then are ye my 
eS 


his disciples 
outward 


disci Ip ies indeed 3’ net 
In hame, pr 
pearance 
Cause with too 
in truth 
reckon then 
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be so, nor own sme Th us 
jast day. he Many 
that I [ 
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in thy m: 
name bave cast cut devils, and i t 
mame done many wonderful 
to whom hew Ny re ply, “Inever knew 
you; Ccepart from me, ye that 
iniquity.’ How conticent cre these 
men, that they w ere the disciples of 
Christ! Yet after all Christ will not 
own them as such, wane t! 
wrought iniquity : 
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they did not “ve 
as became his disciples. In every 
period ofthe church there have been 
too many such “ cnem:! the cross 
of Chrisv’”’? among 
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have been baptized into the fellow- 
ship of his religion, yea if they had 
never been born! For what will 
Christ say to them at the last day ; 
not come, ye blessed ;’’ but “de. 
part, ye cursed, into everlasting fire.” 
But how happy, on the other hand, 
are they who bear much fruit, and 
thus shew themselves the true dis- 
ciples of Christ! He regards and 
loves them as his own. He takes a 
special care of them and their con- 
cerns. He is their Advocate with 
the Father, continually making inter- 
cession for them, washing them from 
their sins 1n Lis own blood, and pre- 
senting them holy and spotless before 
God. Ife givesthem his Holy Spirit 
to lead them into all truth, to direct 
them in all their ways, and to sup- 
pert and conifort them in all the 
changing circumstances of life. He 
makes all ‘hinges to work together 
fortheir good. He communicates to 
them his own most blessed body and 
blood, to preserve Loth their souls 
and bodies unto eternal life. Ife is 
always with them while they live; 
and when they die he receives their 
souls to himself. And at the last day 
he willset them at hisown right hand, 
and say unto them, ‘Come ye bless- 
ed of my Father, inherit the king- 
dom prepared for you from the foun- 
dation of the word;” where they 
shall live with him in glory, and 
“shine forth as the sun, in the king- 
com of their Father,’’ for ever. 
What strong encouragement Is 
thus given us to bear much fruit: 
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We are all baptized in the name of 
Christ: we protess ourselves to be 
his disciples: we call on his name; 
we hear his word: we own him 
for eur Lord and Saviour; and we 
hope to be saved by him. But let 
us take heed that after all we be not 
deceived, as we certainly shall be if 
we bear not the fruit which he ex. 
pects from us. ‘For now is the 
ax laid to the root of the tree: 
therefore every tree that bringeth 
not forth good fruit, is hewn down 
and cast into the fire.”? If we bring 
not forth truit, and much fruit too, 
we shajl be regarded us only cum- 
bering the ground, as fit only to be 
cut down and cast into the fire. Let 
us no longer be careless and indif- 
ferent in this greatconcern. Let 
us attend in earnest to the things 
belonging to our peace, and follow 
them with all our might. Let us 
tread in our Master’s steps, making 
it our meat and drink to do the 
will of our heavenly Father, and to 
finish the work which he has given 
us to do. Thus shall we glorify 
God, and shew ourselves to be 
Christ’s disciples indeed. We shall 
then be as trees bearing much fruit, 
and shall be counted worthy to be 
transplanted ere long into the para: 
dise of God, where we shall flourish 
and enjoy the fruits of our labours 
for ever, through him who is gone 
before to prepare a place for us 
even Jesus Christ, to whom be glory 
and honour both now and_ ever 
Amen. 








MISCELLANEOUS. 
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Yo the Editor of the Christian Observer. 


As you have so ably taken up the 
cause of the British and Foreign 
sible Society, permit me to send 

copv of a letter which I 


rou the 
y 


took the liberty of addressing to 
one of its excellent vice-presidents, 
the Right Hon. Nicholas Vansittart, 
aud to request you 


nay have the 


eoodness to insert it in your valu 
ble work. 
T am, &c. 
CH. FR. A. STEINKOPFF: 
Savoy, April 18, 1812. 


Sik, Savoy, Feb. 5, 1812. 
Permit me, in compliance with 
your desire, expressed with all that 
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kindness and condescension which 
adorn your Character, to make aicw 
remarks on what the Rev. Dr. Marsh 
observed in his Inquiry respecting 
the want of Bibles in Gerimany, the 
Canstein Institution, and the dif- 
ference between my speech, at first 
published in the Cambridge Chroni- 
cle, and afterwards republished by 
Professor Farish. 

If | ever had made any unqualified 
statements respecting the want of the 
holy Scriptures in Germany ; if I 
had used such expressions like these. 
“that there was a /ofal, or even gene- 
ral, want of the same In my native 
country, that the people could not 
procure them at all, or only at an 
exorbitant rate ;’? then I should have 
acted, indeed, with a zeal without 
knowledge ; I should have violated 
truth, degraded the character of my 
nation, and must certainly have been 
detected by the respectable German 
clergymen and genilemen who re- 
side in England, and are as well, or 
better acquainted with the state of 
their native country than myself. 
But IT may appeal to all those who 
have observed my conduct, either in 
the private or public transactions of 
the Society, that IT never used such 
vague and random asserticns. No—I 
stated facts, which either came under 
Iny flersonal observation, or were 
communicated to.me by respectable 
socicties and individuals in different 
parts of the Continent. About nine 
years ago, the state of my health 
odlizged me to leave my congreza- 
tion for a season. At that time I 
travelled through part of France, 
Switzerland, Germany, and Den- 
Matsky Making it a particular point 
to inquire into the state of the holy 
Scriptures in these countries. The 
result of all my inquiries, more par- 
ticularly with regard to my native 


Country, was, that though some of 


eee jae 
the Protestant parts of Germany 


ro) 


vith 
hat 


tures prevailed, more 





Were, generally speaking, well sup- 


It 


» Pied with Bibles and Testaments, 
yet there were others, in which a 


Considerable want of the holy Scrip- 
especially 
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among the numcrons Protestant fa- 
milies in Alsace, Lothringen, Au- 
stria, Stiria, Carinthia, Bavaria, &c. 
It is also a pleasing fact, that in the 
Roman Catholic provinces of Ger- 
many (where, perhaps, not one in 
filty families possesses a Buble), 
many Catholics have of late cxpress- 
ed a great desire to read the holy 
Scriptures, and gladly received them 
from the hands of Protestants. In 
addition to this, most pressing soli- 
citations for a supply of German Bt- 
bies and Testaments were received 
irom respectable clergymen officiat- 
ing among the German colonies near 
the Wolga, in the Russian empire ; 
tram the chaplains, ofticers, and pri- 
vates Gi scverul German regiments 
inthe Brtiish service ; from German 
Sailors, many thousand of whom are 
now employed in the British navy ; 
and even from the Corresponding 
Committee in Caicutia. To supply 
these and miaby similiar wants, ex- 
pressed from a varicty of quarters, L 
preposed to the Eritich and Foreign 
Bible Society to make use of that 
excellent * Canstein Insiitution,’ re- 
ferred to by the lesrned Professor, 
Whica, instead of concealing from 
public view, I felt most happy to 
bring into that general notice which 
its excellence justly deserves. May 
I take the liberty to refer you tothe 
second Report of our Society, pp. 
16S, 164, where you will find a con- 
cise, but comprehensive, account of 
that benevolent institution. The 
very next pages of the same Report 
contain documents, proving that 
this ** cheap repository’? of German 
Scriptures was employed by the 
British and VYoreign Bible Society to 
send Bibles and Testaments to poor 
Protestants in Galicia; and since 
that period, up to this present time, 
many thousand Bibles and Testa- 
ments have becn forwarded from it. 
at the expense of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, to the Ger- 
man colonies near the Wolga; to 
Protestant congregations In Meck- 
lenburg, Austria, Brandenburg, Huu- 
gary, Bavaria; and also for gratui- 
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tous distribution among Roman Ca- 
tholics. Others have been ordered 
over io this country, where they 
were much wanted, and gratefully 
received by several congregations 
and schools in London, Hull, and 
Dublin. It was only when the pre- 
sent political circumstances render- 
edthe communtcation with the Con- 
tinent precarious and uncertain, that 
the British and Foreign Bible Socie- 
ty determined to print an edition of 
5900 German Testaments, and an- 
other of 3000 German Bibles in Lon- 
don. The former is completed, and 
you, my respected Sir, can testily, 
from your attendance on the com- 
mittee, with what anxious soiicita- 
tions they bave been called for, and 
with what emotions of gratitude re- 
ceived by German soldiers and sal- 
lors. Indeed, you bavec, in your own 
possession, an Important Jetter on 
this subject from one of his Majes- 
ty’s chaplains to the forces. But 
though toe Canstein Institution ts so 
well calculated to supply the spiritu- 
at wantsof many of the poor in Ger- 
many, it was deeply feit by a num- 
ber of respectable ciergymen,and 
ventlemen in that country, that the 
[fallish Bibies, if sentto a great Gis- 
tance, owing to the expense of car- 
riage, would come higher than their 
poor could afford to pay. On this 
account they foundit desirable to es- 
tablish a Bible Society of their own, 
which, chiclhy by the liberal dona- 
tions of the British and Foreign Bi- 
ble Society, bas been enabled to pri 
jlaree editions of a German Tests- 
mentand Bible in standing types. A 
separate fund has becn established 
by the active exertions of that Soci- 
ctv, for the express purpose of gra- 
tuitously distributing them to the 
poor, or of seliing them at half cost, 
or at still more reduced prices. It 
would be uncandid in me to insinu- 
ate, that the Rey. Doctor objects to 
the circulation of the holy Scriptures 
in foreign parts: on the contrary, 
he most explicitly states himself to 
be favourable to that part of the pro- 
ceedings of the British and Foreign 
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Bible Society ; and I cannot enter. 
tain a doubt trom his humanity, from 
the veneration he every where ex- 
presses for ihe sacred writings, and 
from the attachment which he pro- 
fesses for my native country, that 
had he been personally present when 
applications were made to me by old 
German soldiers and sailors (some 
of whom had lost their limbs in the 
British service, and are now in Chel. 
sea or Greenwich Hospital) not for 
money, but for German. Bibles or 
Zestaments, he-would have hastened 
bimself to put this blessed book into 
their hands, and to pour the baim of 
heavenly consolation in their hearts, 
he would not have remained unaf- 
fected with their situcere expressions 
of joy, and the tears of gratitude 
they shed. 

With regard to the remarks of 
the learned Professor,on my speech 
in Cambridge, I beg simply to state, 
that what appeared in the Cambridge 
Chronicle was not my speech, but a 
report of it which L never saw till it 
was printed; that I immediately 
perceived and pointed out some inac- 
curacies, and sent down my speech 
soon aiterwards. Ido most readily 
allow, that I may have varied in 
some verbal expressions; but in 
pointof the accuracy of all the state- 
ments which I made, 1 can safely ap- 
peal to the justice and candour of 
one oi the most respectable and en- 
lightened audiences before which | 
ever was privileged to appear. 

To the charge of colouring, I 
reply : the facts related by the Bri- 
tish and Foreign Bible Society need 
no colouring 3 they speak for them- 
selves. It undeniably has pleased 
(sod to bless this Society, within 2 
short period, in a most remarkable 
manner, and to render it a blessing 
to others. My constant wish and 
prayer is, that no human applause 
may lift me up, nor any human 
censure discourage, but that with 4 


single eye and a steady step I may 


be enabled to promote the glory of 
God and the benefit of my fellow 
creatures, I consider it one of the 
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happiest events of my life, and shail, 
Jirust, rejoice in it, even in a dying 
hour, that I have been privileged, as 
a fecble, though willing, Instrument 
of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, to put the Scriptures into 
the hands of so many of my poor 
countrymen, and of others belong- 
ing to different continental nations, 
Whos plunged a3 they have been into 
all the horrors and calamities of a 
jong-protracted war, stand more than 
ever in need of the consolation of the 
word of God. 
Iam, &c. 
C. F. A. 3. 

P. S. If I should have stated in 
Germany, that there was a want of 
Bibles in Britain, perhaps a nobie- 
minded Englishman, jealous for the 
honour of his country, might have 
reproved me, and exclaimed, * Im- 
possibic Bibles may be had in 
every bookseiler’s suop ; and be- 
sides, there exist several must re- 
spectable societies, which make it a 
point to distribute therm cheaply, 
and even gratuitously, ameng the 
poor.’ ‘True: but it is as true, that 
the more these societies distribute, 
the more they find occasion to dis- 
tribute ; the more they inquire, the 
more they discover wants never 
thoucht of before. The Norfolk 
Auxiliary Society states, that upon 
the most. moderate calculation, there 
are, at least, 10.000 families in that 
county destitute both of Bibles and 
Testaments. The Bristol, Man- 
chester, Liverpool, and other Aux- 
iliary Bible Societies, have already 
supplied many thousand poor fami- 
lies with the holy Scriptures, and 
constantly receive and make appli- 
cations for an additional supply. 

jn | 
To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 

From the reverence in which we hold 
the book of Common-prayer, it was 
With extreme concern and vexation 
that we noticed, in your valuable 
miscellany, some remarks upon what 
Was considered as an innovation in 
the editions of the common-prayer- 
books published by Mr. Reeves, 
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by inserting the word 4e/f instead 
of Aecalth, and omitting the words 
the merits of in one ot the cotircis. 
Upon referring, we found these er- 
rors had accidentaily crept ip ; but 
it was only in one or two of the 
ediuons, from the neghgence of the 
compositor enurely, without the 
knowledge of Mr. Reeves or our- 
seives ; and you must know, Mr. 
Editor, from your own experience, 
how difficult it is to guard against 
errors of the press. However, Sir, 
we have used our best endeavours to 
corréct these errors ; and as they oc- 
cur in only ove or two of the editions, 
it will be evident to your numerous 
readers, that they were accidental, 
No pains shall be spared in future to 
prevent a recurrence of the same 3 
and from the acknowledged supe- 
riority of our editions, in point of 
paper and printing, we flatter oure 
scives the public will continue that 
liberal support which we have hith- 
erto received. 
We remain, &c. 
SCATCHERD AND LETTERMAN, 
Pu'isters ot Me. Reeves’s edie 
tions of the Common Prayer 
Book, Holy Bibvie. &e. 
Ave Maria Lane, Viay 5, 1812, 
pn 
To the Fditor of the Christian Observer, 
I sHouLp be glad to see, from time 
to time, occasional articles of what 
may be termed ‘neglected biozra- 
phy,” in the Christian Observer, 
There were, no doubt, many very 
excellent divines in the reigns of 
Elizabeth and James, of whom but 
little is known. I have lately met 
with an ancient volume, entitled, 
“ The works of the Reverend and 
faithful servant of Jesus Christ, Mr. 
Richard Greenham, minister and 
preacher of the Word of God, col- 
lected into one volume: revised, 
corrected, and published, for the fur- 
ther building of all such as love the 
truth, and desire to know the power of 
godliness. By H. H.( Henry Holland,) 
1612.” The volume consists chiefly 
of sermons, with « short form of cate- 
chising, and a number of grave goun- 
2P 
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sels and godiy observations. I am 
sorry it does not afford a reguiar ac- 
countof his iife ; but I have collected 
such as 1 can gather from the pre- 
faces, &c. Fhe book commences 
with a dedication to King James, by 
Liizabeth, the widow of Henry Hol- 
Jand, as follows—** Right Gracious 
Soverarene, ldo here humbly present 
untoyour Highnesse, the boly labours 
of that worthy servant of Christ Mr. 
Richard Greenham, painefully col- 
lected, corrected, and published for 
the good cf God’s church, by my late 
deere husband, Mr. Henry Holiand, 
which Iam bold to offer unto your 


‘excellent majesty, partly in respect 


of the author, a man renowned for 
his rare pletie and paines, and for 
his singular dexteritie in comforting 
afflicted consciences ; partly in re- 
gard of the worke itselfe, so well ac- 
cepied and approved in the church, 
that this is now the fifth time it hath 
been published,” &c. There is a 
second dedication by Lienry Iiol- 
Jand himself, to the Countesse of 
Cumberland, and the Countesse 
Dowager of Huntingdon, part of 
which is as follows; * I come 
(Right Honourable) as in the name 
of the faithful servant of Christ, Mr. 
R. Greenham, a man well knoewne 
unto your honours, and to those most 
religious patrons of all pietie and 
good learning, the Right Honourable 
Karl: s (of blessed memorie) of Huit- 
ingdou, FRarwicke, and cf Bedford, 
which now sleepe in the Lord. Of 
them was bee reverenced in his life- 
time : of your honours much lament- 
ed after death, for that you knowe the 
losse of such tabeno small wrack unto 
the church and people of God. Now 
so itis Right Honourable and ver- 
tuous Ladies) that pietie in this de- 
clining age waxeth daily very faint, 
and Implety doth much abound,” 
&e. “Such experience and good 
likeing have your honours had of 
this man of God, of his godliness 
and gravity, and of the manifold 
gifts of God in him, that I neede say 
no more, as any way dovbting of 
your honourable accepiation.’’ | 
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Henry Holland, in his preface, 
writes thus, *“¢ 1] am the meanest and 
the weakest of many brethren to 
write of this reverend man’s iife, and 
labours in the church of God ; yet I 
had rather be noted of some tor want 
of skill, than of any tor want of love 
and affection to so loving a fa- 
ther. I have knowne his life for 
many yerres, and rejoice in heart 
to have knowne it, for that most 
rare zraces of God’s Spirit did shine 
in him, all tempered as with faith 
unfained unto Christ, so with bowels 
of compassion and love towards men. 
In his holy ministerie, hee was ever 
careful to avoid ali occasions of of- 
fence, desiring in all things to ap- 
prove himselfe as the minister of 
Christ. Hee was the spectall instru- 
ment and hand of God to bring many, 
both godly and learned, to the holy 
service of Christ, in his ministerie, 
and to restraine, and to reduce not a 
few from error. When God _ had 
translated this //ras from us, then I 
sought to find him in his workes: 
for they do lively expresse the pic- 
ture of his minde and hearte, and 
taste sweetly of that pure fountaine 
of God from whence they were de- 
rived. While he lived, his lips often 
refreshed my soule : when he was 
gone, I lamented much that I had 
not in Christianitie made that use o! 
him, that a heathen does of a natu- 
rall wise mun in bumanitie.” “ Hee 
feared much the preposterous zeale 
and hastie running of young men in- 
to the ministerie ; because as jucge- 
ment, so also stayednesse, and mod- 
eration, use, experience, gravitle 
in ordering affections, and having 
some masterie over corruptions, was 
needefull in bim that should teach 
others. And hee observed the ex- 
treame in our age, to be contrarie 
to that in the first age, wherein men 
being but slenderly brought up, ! 
was very long ere they were used 1D 
the church: but now education be- 
ing bettered, they are too soone 1m 
ployed. Yoo hastie a triall must 
not be made of men’s giftes to thet 
hurt that use them, and that have 
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the use of them. He_ used to say, 
Ministers showid most frequent those 
pieces where God hath made their mi- 
nisterie Most fruitiuil: they should 
herein be ilke ithe covetous man that 
where they have once tound the 
sweetnes of gaining of souls, thither 
they should be most desirous to re- 
sort. He was alwaies desirous to be 
in the place of pubiixe reading, pray- 
ing, and preaching, even of con- 
science to God’s ordinance, were 
the preachers never so meane. T’or 
ifhe spake with judgement, he either 
increased (as he said) or confirmed 
his knowledge. If the speaker had 
ereat wants, even these wants did 
humble him, and made him to me- 
ditate inwardly of that truth, whereof 
the preacher failed: insomuch that 
sonecumes hearlag the wants, and 
hen meditating of the truth, he 
could as weii be enabled to preach 
aeame ofthat text, as if he had read 
soe commentarie.”’ 

There is also a dedication by 
Stephen Egerton to the Right Wor- 
shiptull Sir Marmaduke Darrell, and 
Sir Thomas Bioother, Knights, Sur- 
veyers-Generall for the victualling 
of his Majestie’s navie ; part of which 
runs as foilows; ‘ Surely 
(Right Worshipfull) if one heathen 
man couid gather gold out of the 
writings of another, how much more 
may we (being Christians) gather 
hot gold only, but pearles and pre- 
tious stones out of the religious and 
holy labours of Master Richard Green- 
ham, being a most godly brother, yea 
more than a brother, even a most 
painefull pastor, zealous preacher, 
and reverend father in the church of 
God ; of whom [ am persuaded that 
for practical divinity, hee was infe- 
tior to few or none in his time.” 

THEOGNIS. 
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To the Editor of the Christian Gbserver. 


Knowine-you to be a friend to the 
education of the poor in gencral, 
and particularly of those who belong 
to the Church, I take the liberty to 
address a few iines to you in behalf 
“their teachers, and to request that 





you wili insert them in your work ; 
so that if by chance they should 
there meet the eye of any weil-dis- 
posed menmiver of parilamenut, he may 
be induced to use his endeavours to 
relieve them irom what I humbly 
conceive to be a great hardship. 

[ am a lay schooimaster ot the 
Established Church, waving under 
my care upwards of 100 poor chil- 
dren, whom i instruct according to 
the new system, to the best o1 my 
abiliues, bul tor a small Compelisa. 
uuon. Being young, however, and 
unmarried, L should have nothing to 
compiain of, was 1 not uuder a con- 
tinued apprehension of being drawn 
for the nuiitia, and thus dragged into 
a protession for which lam rendered 
untic by my previous habits of iife, 
no less than by inchination. Not far 
from me lives a dissenting school- 
master, who, having obtained a li- 
cense from the quarter sessions, is 
exempted from the baliot, and is 
thus enabled to educate the calidren 
under his care without interruption, 
Hearing of this, | of course con- 
cluded that the same exemption 
would be extended, a fortiorz, to me ; 
but I now find this not to be the 
case. ‘lo my sorrow, I am now well 
assured, that a conforming teacher of 
youth, however regularly licensed, 
is debarred from those privileges 
which are so widely and so liberally 
enjoyed by non-conformists of every 
denomination. 

Having now stated a plain matter 
of fact, without the addition of any 
false colouring, I will leave you to 
judge whether it is right to tear away 
from his youthful flock, a licensed 
teacher of the established religion of 
his country,into the militia, especial- 
ly as dissenting teacheis are not lia- 
bie to the same inconvenience. 

Trusting that you will not hesitate 
to give publicity to this letter, I 
am, &c. THOMAS NAILER. 


me oe 


To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 


I BEG to submit to you a few obser- 
vations on an expression that occurs 
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in Hodgson’s Life of Porteus, p. 316. 
Ist. edit. 

In giving the last finish to the 
character of his venerable uncle, 
Mr. Hodgson observes: ** In him 
were never seen the sanctified look, 
the depressed brow, the sullen spirit, 
the dismal and despunding counte- 
nance.” Now, what I shall venture 
to remark is, why has Mr. Hodgson 
associated “ the sancutied look” with 
such offensive and gloomy quaiities ; 
why has he paced it in company so 
unnatural, so uncongenial with il- 
self? It may be replied, “ These 
subsequent qualities explain what he 
meant by sazctity of look ; and clear- 
Jy shew that he condemned a sfurt- 
OUS, aN Outside, sanctity alone. Or 
it may be said by others, * The point 
is too insignificant for notice.”” How- 
ever, as **a sanctified look” Is here, 
in some measure, condemned 3; and 
as this look is so fashionable a ground 
of charge against men of real piety, 
will you allow me to detain the at- 
tention of yourself and of your read- 
ers, fora few moments, on tiie subject? 

The first and most obvious ques- 
tion is, why should sanctity be for- 
bidden to make its appearance in the 
look ? why is it denied this privilege 
of all the otheX\yood affections (goed 
they are cadied at least) of the hu- 
man heart! No one quarrels with 
generosity, no one animadverts on 
tenderness or benignity, because their 
prevaience in the heart lends a cor- 
responding cast to the countenance 
itself. The plain fact is, that where 
these amlable feelings operate strong- 
ly in the breast, they naturally flow 
into the visage. Indeed, such affec- 
tions and such looks are so generally 
linked together, that we should a!- 
most doubt the existence of the /er- 
mer, if not at all attested and shadow- 
ed by the daticr. Tt is well nigh su- 
perfluous to remark, that an ofi/osite 
character of countenance would be 
thought inconsistent with such feel- 
ings, at Jeast in an entire stranger. 

With due deference to Mr. Hodg- 
son, I would ask him, why if the 
(60k may lawfully express el other 


288 On Mr. Hodgson’s Use of the Phrase ** sanctified Look,” (May, 


affections of the heart, it may not 
express sanctity ; if our natural fee|- 
Ings may shed abroad all their loye- 
liness upon the lock, why may not 
those purer energies, which are im- 
planted in the heart by grace, un. 
fold their beauty and serenity in the 
very same scene! Whena Cnris- 
tian is engaged in worshipping his 
God, why may not that * beauty of 
holiness,’’ which he is commanded 
to cherish in his heart, beam even on 
his countenance 2? When his heart is 
salisfied as it were with marrow and 
Jainess,as his mouth praisethGod with 
joyful lifis, or as he sings praises to 
that Saviour whoin he hopes one day 
to magnify in heaven itself; is heto 
be stigmatized as an enthusiast or 
hy pocrite 

‘*if that fire, 
Warming his heart, should at his /ooés tran- 

spire.” COOPER. 

I might pursue the same observa- 
tion with regard to the effect pro- 
duced by truly Christian eloquence, 
nay, Christian feeling, in the pulpit: 
the heart feeis, andthe countenance 
shews that it does so. If we were 
sitting in the British senate, and 
listening to the oratory of a Pitt, 
who would wonder if itselectric force 
reached even toour look! If,theretore, 
the hearer of a sermon discovers is 
impressions in like manner (anc I 
have seen Mr. Hodgson’s hearers tre- 
quently affected thus,) 1 may con- 
clude that he is equaily defensible. 
Not to be tedious ; may we not allow 
ot some sympathy between the heart 
and the countenaice, when * fhe ten- 
der mercies of our Ged,” and * the 
love of Jesus Christ,” -become (and 
why may they not sometimes become!) 
the subject of our conversation ! 
Nay, if even the mind should, at any 
time, glance at the reviving then, 
mav not ihe face naturally catch 
an air of the most refined gladness ! 
Or, if we are Just risen from the con- 
templation of such a subject in the 
closet, and it leaves a ray of cheer 
ful sanctity upon our face, is not 
this consistent with every principle 
of common sense? Is not this acts 
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ing exactly as mankind act under 
the influence of their favourite pur- 
suits? If a“ sanctified look’? were 
inadmissible, Milton would scarce 
have admiited it into his inimitable 
description of Eve. 

ace was in all her steps, Heaven in 
ber eye.” 
Nor would St. Stephen’s face have 
been described as * the face of an 
avgel,”’? when he confessed * Jesus of 
N.uzareih,’’ before the Jewish syna- 
guxue. 

ii the parallel I have ventured to 
draw between the cases of natural 
and rel7gious feeling be just, I have 
0.7 (0 observe, toat Mr. Hodgson 
Ou at pol Lo have spoken as he has 
done of “ihe sanctified look,” with- 
out at least some explanation of his 
meaning. Had he said, * I speak of 
an austere, a melancholy, or an Ayfio- 
crrccal look alone, (such a look has 
oven c-vered feelings that are foes 
to sanctity), | should not have pre- 
sumed to ralse a single objection to 
the pussage. But as religious per- 
sos. especiaily among the young, 
ani those wiaose eyes are Just open- 
ed to the stupendous value of reli- 
sion; are very commonly branded 
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with the stigma of having “ a sancti- 


Jied look,’ 1 humbly think that Mr. 


Hodgson ought not to have ient even 
the shadow of his high authority to 
a charge which, however uninten- 
tionally on his part, may have the 
effect of chilling the vzta/ influence 
of Christianity. 

PASTOR. 


—_—_— 


HYMNS APPROPRIATE TO SUNDAYS 
AND HOLYDAYS. 


THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY. 
Matthew viii. 


orp ! whose grace, in power excelling, 
Wash’d the leper’s stains away ; 
Jesus, from thy holy dwelling, 
Hear us, help us when we pray !—~ 


From the filth of vice and folly, 
From infuriate passion’s rage, 

Evil thoughts, and hopes unholy, 
Heedless youth, and selfish age ; 


From the lusts, whose deep pollution 
Adam’s elder taint disclose ; 

From the tempter’s dark intrusion, 
And from everlasting woes ; 

From the miser’s cursed treasure ; 
From the drunkard’s jest obscene ; 
From the world, its pomp and pleasure, 

Tesus, Master, make us clean ! 
D. R. 
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1 Refort of the Formation of the 
Cambridge Auxiliary Bible Society ; 
together with a List of Patrons 
and Subscribers : Dr. Marsh’s Ad- 
dress to the Senate ; Mr. Vansit- 
lart’s Reply, Sc. Se. Edited by 
the Rev. William Farish, B. D. 
Professor of Chemistry. Cam- 
bridge : Hodson, &c. 1812. 

Dr. Marsu’s Inguiry, &c. (See our 
Number for March.) 

Letter to Dr. Herbert Marsh, &c. 
By the Rev. E. D. Crarxg, D. 
C. L. Professor of Mineralogy in 
the University of Cambridge, &c. 
Cambridge: Deighton, 1812. 


‘dn Examination of Dr. Marsh’s In- 
Yiuiru, (Fe, in a Series of Letters to 





the Rev. Dr. Clarke, &c. By the 
Rev. W. Deatrry,A. M. F.R.S. 
Fellow of Trinity College, and 
examining Chaplain to the Bishop 
of Bristol. London: Hatchard. 
1812. Price 3s. 6d. 

Three Letters on the Subject of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, 
addressed to the Rev. Dr. Marsh 
and John Coker, Esy. By the 
Right Hon. N. VansirTarrt. Lon- 
don: Hatchard. 1812. Price 2s. 

Four Sermons fireached before the 
University of Cambridge, in Nov. 
1811,02 the Excellency of the Li- 
turgy, prefaced with an Answer to 
Dr. Marsh’s Inquiry respecting 
the Neglecting to give the Prayer- 
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book with the Bible. By the Rev. 
CHARLES Simeon, M. A. Feilow 
of King’s College Cambridge. 
London: Cadell. 1[812, 

An old Fable, with a new Afifilica- 
tion: The Dog in the Manger. 
Cambridge : Hodson. 1812. 


WE have now the controversy con- 
tained in the above-named pamphlets 
appearing before us In its ulterior 
stages. If we feel any backwardness 
in redeeming our pledge to our rea- 
ders upon this important subject, it 
is from a fear lest, having already 
committed ourselves on the abstract 
merits of the question, we should be 
deemed partial judges in the cause ; 
and should be in fact too much inter- 
ested in raising the weight and cre- 
dibilitv of witnesses who are to stand 
on our own side. 

Our discharge, then, of the deli- 
cate office of judge-advocate, we must 
leave to the decision of our readers: 
most of whom, we doubt not, will 
come to us with an opinion already 
made up, upon a transaction not cer- 
tainly done in a corner! The field of 
battle has been in this case an ** Areo- 
pagus ” of no mean distinction. And 
if we may presume to compare the 
members of our learned university to 
those of old, “ who spent their time 
in nothing clse but cither to tell or to 
hear some new thing,” we should be 
inclined to designate the present en- 
counter as one of philosophers ; each 
of whom is wielding the weapons 
peculiar to his own order, and, in no 
trifling or ignobie contest, calling on 
the world toaward the prize of victory. 

Our former pages have detailed 
the history of this sharp, but as we 
hope short, controversy. We under- 
stand the proposal for a Bible Soci- 
ety atCambridge originated amongst 
the under-graduates ; and amongst 
some in particular who, in their reli- 
lous opinions, were known to be 
* nullius addicti jurare in verba ma- 
gistri.’’ This proposal, it scems, 
soon came under the notice and di- 
rection of some distinguished persons 
in the higher orders of the universi- 
ty, and was met by an Address tothe 
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Senate from Dr. Herbert Marsh, 
Margaret Professor of Divinity 
dated Nov. 25, 1811; in which he 
respectfully submitted to the Uni- 
versity, * which of the two Bible 
Socicties ’’ (for so he is pleased also 
to entitle the Society in Bartlett’s 
Buildings) “is most entitled to en- 
couragement on the part of a body 
whose peculiar duty is the support 
of the Lstablished Church.” This 
Address, written with all Dr. Marsh’s 
characteristic acuteness and perspi- 
cuity of style, differs only in sub- 
stance from his subsequent pam- 
phiet, by suggesting the want of “a 
guarantee, that other objects inimi- 
cal to the church, will not in time be 
associated with the main object. 
The experience of seven years” 
(all, by the bye, the society can have 
given) “is a poor ground of consola- 
tion.”? This objection, as Mr. \an- 
sittart well observes, has been en- 
tirely relinquished in the pamphlet 
itself. And, indeed, so much um- 
brage seems to have been offered by 
other parts of that Address, as to 
make another short Address or hand- 
bill necessary, dated the 10th of De- 
cember, and stating, that * whereas 
it has been insinuated, that they who 
object to the modern Bible Socie:y, 
object to the distribution of the Bible, 
it is necessary to reply that this ob- 
jection is not to the distribution of 
the Bible, but to the distribution of 
the Bible alone. Instead of requir- 
ing less, they require more.’? And 
then it is proposed to add the distri- 
bution of the Liturgy to the new 
Bible Society. 

The detail of the proceedings 
which took place on the memorable 
12th of December, when the propos- 
ed meeting was held at the Town 
Hall (the Senate House having been 
withheld in consequence, we: pre- 
sume, of Dr. Marsh’s Address), will 
be found in our Appendix for 1811. 

We shall only now observe, in re- 
gard to that meeting, that it was an 
event above all others to have been 
wished for, that the Professor should 
have honoured it with his presences 


and there have stated his sentiments 
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in an open and candid manner. By 
these means, we are persuaded, a 
turn would have been given to the 
reneral tone and complexion of the 
assembly, aud a guard would have 
been introduced on the expressions 
of the persons present, which is 
scarcely ever to be expected where 
there is perfect unanimity, but which 
we fuliy believe would have removed 
every plea for Dr. Marsh’s subse- 
quent pamphlet. In that pamphlet, 
indeed, he complains, that * he was 
accused in his absence, and under 
circumstances which would have 
prevented his being heard had he 
been present ;” (p. 26.) an imputa- 
tion, We presume,on the character of 
the nobleman in the chair, and the 
other noblemen, gentlemen, clergy- 
men, and dignitaries of the universi- 
ty present, which, in his cooler mo- 
ments, Dr. Marsh would have been 
reluctant to cast. H's attendance, 
Mr. Dealtry informs us, was expect- 
ed by all, was even earnestly re- 
quested by Dr. Clarke : to which re- 
quest, Mr. Dealtry adds, Dr. Marsh 
will recollect his own answer. (Ex- 
amination, p. 34.) We fully close 
with Mr. Dealtry, that Dr, Marsh 
would most assuredly have been 
heard with all the respect and atten- 
lion due to his situation and talent 3” 
whilst, on the other hand, we cannot 
but express our opinion, that he 
ought to have been treated exacily 
as ifhe had been present. 

Whatever roughness of handling 
the Professor had to complain of, 
was, nevertheless, of his own seek- 
wg. He was clearly the aggressor : 
and, having thrown down the gaunt- 
let, he should not wonder there were 
knights of spirit to accept the chel- 
lenve. He himselferected the con- 
ductor which brought the lightning 
ofeloguence and zeal on his own bead. 
We will go further; we will belicve 
he had a motive in erecting it. By 
putting forth his Address in manifest 
defiance of the whole society, by 
speaking both of the Bible and Litur- 
SY in language which, as we may see 
rereafter, he had good reasen to sup- 
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press, he seems to have almost laid 
a trap for tire zeal and Protestant feel- 
ings of his antagonists. And what 
wonder, therefore, if in the scene 
which ensued, the Professor found 
the occasion which he sought for. 
Doctors Milner and Clarke, and Mr. 
Dealtry, men whose vivacity of wit 
is no less conspicuous that the sound- 
ness of their understandings, felt 
too keenly what Dr. Marsh himself 
seems to have felt in that Address, 
not to animadvert upon it with spi- 
rit: and from ‘heir specches, deli- 
vered with animation and freedom 
enough, yet (we appeal to the readers 
of them) with decency and yood nas 
ture, Dr. Marsh has culled the mat- 
ter, which we doubt not he so eager- 
ly expected, for his threatened attack. 
These, with Mr. Vansittart’s first let- 
ter (in answer to Dr. Marsh’s Ad. 
dress), which is given in our num- 
ber tor Dec. p. 797, and which we 
hesitate not to call a masterpiece of 
controversy, form indeed almost the 
only objects of Dr. Marsh’s attack. 
At length, on Jan. 27th, at 4 o’clocky 
P. M.as Dr. Clarke informs us, after 
& promise of nearly two months, and 
many a change of title in different 
advertisements, appeared this formi- 
Gable pamphlet. 

In speaking more particularly than 
we have done to the contents of this 
singular publication, in conjunction 
with the replies to it, we can never 
admire too highly the singular dex- 
terity, not to say felicity, with which 
Dr. Marsh has converted a most sim- 
ple hypothesis, combined with avery 
few facts, into the most considerable 
attack that we think has yet been 
made tupen the Bible Seciety. The 
hypothesis is, that it is harmless, uses 
ful, nay even necessary, for church. 
men to give away Prayer-books with 
their Bibles ; an hypothesis of which 
indeed no common man would doubt 
the truth, nor greatly prize the in- 
ventor, though Dr. Marsh is at the 
trouble of claiming the first disce- 
very of it, in the following words: 
‘‘T do not perceive that any one ex- 
cept myse!f has pointed cut the dan- 
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ger......0f neglecting to give the Pray- 
er-book with the Bible. I have read 
again......Dr. Wordsworth and Mr. 
Dealtry, and I do not find any allu- 
sion to this danger.’? (Ing. pp. 42— 
44.) On the contrary, Mr. Dealtry is 
at the further trouble of shewing, 
that Dr. Wordsworth did actually 
originate this hypothesis, and, by 
several quotations from his former 
antagonist, proves him to have only 
abstained from pressing it, like an 
honest man, because no charge, he 
Was conscious, lay against the Bi- 
biists* on that score. We should be 
sorry to see another controversy to 
set this matter right; and cannot 
still, in the worst event, think Dr. 
Wordsworth as unfortunate as Co- 
Jumbus in his discovery of America. 

The few facts by which this hy- 
pothesis has been brought to bear 
against the Bible Society, are, in Dr. 
Marsh’s words, that he has been “ bit- 
terly reproached”’ for asserting that 
churchmen should not content them- 
selves with distributing only Bibles 
to the poor ;—that Dr. Clarke, in 
answer to certain questionable t+ 
statements of Dr. Marsh, had asked 
at a public meeting, “Is the distri- 
bution of the Bible alove detrimental 
to the interests of the Establish- 
ment ?”—that an anonymous writer 
had asked ina similar strain, What ! 
the Bible knock down the church ?— 
that Dr. Milner had spoken against 
trying the Scriptures at the bar of 
the traditions of fallible men,” and 
had imputed to Dr. Marsh the say- 
ing that Prayer-books were needed 


as a“ corrective tothe Bible,” (both 


* We beg leave to use Biblists, as Mr. 
Dealtry has done, for the friends of the Bi- 
ble Society ; Anti-biblists, for its enemies. 

f It is certainly very questionable, though 
in acertain sense explicabie, to say that the 
distribution of the Bible alone can be inju- 
rious to any Christian church. Much more 
is it questionable to say, we “may so fur 
correct the evil by adding Prayer-books, 
&c. and that this correction will be made 
easy by belonging to the other society :” 
words, which those who read Dr. Marsh’s 
attack on Dr. Milner, will find it hard to 
believe that the former actually did ever use. 
Vide * Address to the Senate.” 

+ See the last note. 
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of which acts, however, Dr. Marsh 
pointedly disclaimns);—inat Mr. Van- 
sittart had asserted from Cahilting- 
worth, that ** the Bible only Is the re- 
ligion of Protestants ;’—and, finally, 
that Mr. Dealtry had supposed him. 
self to be publicly arraigned by Dr, 


Marsh for distributing the Word of 


God. These are the very few facts, 
upon which, aided by the shove- 
mentioned hypothesis, Dr. Marsh 
:as been able to found, we cannot 
help saying, a very plausible attack 
on this society By these facts, 
combined with this hypothesis, Dr, 
Marsh has felt himself warranted in 
asserting (for fh7s fact is entirely of 
his own creation) that “the omis- 
sion of the Liturgy, in the distribu- 
tion of the Bible, is justified by 
Churchmen,” (Inquiry, p. 8.) ;—in 
assuming from thence that the Li- 
turgy is actually held in contempt 
by the Biblists (p. 60.) ;—in proving 
upon that assumption the great dan- 
rer to which such a contempt must 
bring us, and this by illustrations 
from Puritan times, as well as by 
apprehensions for the safety of the 
test act ;—and, finally, in maintain- 
ing that this contempt of the Liturgy 
assimilates them to Joseph Lancas- 
ter, who teaches children only the 
Bible. The scene concludes witha 
proof from abstract reasoning, that 
the contempt for the Liturgy must 
be what he asserts it is, in the friends 
of a society for giving the Bible 
alone; and that the Dissenters are 
the only gainers both in honour 
and profit by this boasted union.— 
What proportion this gigantic su: 
perstructure bears to the simple 
base of hypothesis and fact on 
which it rests, others may as well 
determine as ourselves. For our- 
selves we utterly disclaim all inten 
tion, or even thought, of not accom: 
panying our Bible with a Prayer 
book where it is wanted, and not al- 
ready possessed. We heartily hope: 
that Dr. Marsh’s pamphlet will be 4 
warning to those churchmen who 
ever did separate, or wish to sep 


rate them; and we are ourselves 


fully convinced of all the mischie! 
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which Dr. Marsh anticipates from 
such a neglect, or contempt, of the 
Liturgy as he states. But our busi- 
ness is not now to state our own senti- 
ments : We have already stated, and 
enceavoured to justify, our belief, 
that such a neglect or contempt, on 
the part of churchmen, is likely, 
neither in reason nor according to 
fact, to result from their union with 
the new Bible Society. But we are 
now to give to our readers some idea 
of the feelings expressed by the se- 
yeral writers at the head of this 
article, In answer to the charge in 
which, personaily or by implication, 
they are so intimately concerned. 
First appeared at a very early 
period, having been literally penned 
the same evening on which Dr. 
Marsh’s pamphlet came forth, the 
answer of Dr. Clarke, contained in 
ashort letter to the Margaret Pro- 
fessor, and prefaced by an intro- 
duction. Written as it jiterally was, 
“ currente caiamo,”’ we shouid rather 
have considered it as a good hu- 


| moured refusal to enter the lists of 


controversy, had it not contained 
some few expressions and retorts of 
amore serious nature. Compared 
to the vigorous stand of Leonidas, 
with his three hundred, in the very 
cites of Greece, we certainly con- 
sider it as a specimen of valour on 
the partof Dr. Clarke, and an earnest 
of what Dr. Marsh was hereafter to 
expect. Perhaps, however, the dis- 
cretion of the other combatants, like 
the elder Grecians, ° Ti eve WVELo- 
vw” is more to be commended by us 
pilegmatic reviewers.—But to give 
our readers some idea of this pe 
Pesfiri t, which Dr, Clarke’s pampiet 
uas certainly a fair title to be called :— 
In the first place, we think this 
Writer perfectly justified in the fol- 
owing note upon the use of his 
lame at all by the Professor. This 
se of the Author’s name, with- 
ut his permission, was the more 
‘Nwarrantable on the part of Dr. 
Marsh, as the nyost studied forbear- 
‘Icey upon the occasion he alludes 
Christ. Observ. No. 125. 
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to, prevented the writer of this letter 
from making any mention of him.’ 
Dr. Clarke, in fact, studiously did 
not allude to the “ Address ;” be- 
cause it bore the Professor’s name, 
but simply to the anonymous hand- 
bill, which (p. v-) Dr. Marsh only 
subsequently claimed as his own.— 
The same introduction contains a 
curious fact, in opposition to Dr. 
Marsh’s assertion of the disrespect 
in which the Liturgy is beld by the 
Biblists. An address was made to 
the Bible Society by a Bible and 
Common Prayer-Book Socicty in 
New York. This address, printed 
in the Seventh Report of the Bible 
Society, contains the following cu- 
logy on the Liturgy : “ What bet- 
ter method then can be adopted to 
disseminate the truths of the Bible 
than by dispersing a boak, which, ex- 
hibiting these truths in the affecting 
language of devotion, impress them 
on the heart as well as the under- 
standing.’ This address was printe 
ed in the Report, and a suppiy voted 
to the New York Scciety, at the in- 
stance of a Drssenter, pp. Vil. viil. 
Dr. Clarke begins his “ Letter’? 
with a vindication of himself from 
the charge of misrepresentauon, for 
havine quoted an exire senterce in- 
deca, but a/one. from the handbill 
mentioned already, and since claim- 
ed by Dr Marsh. The sentence ob- 
jecting “to the distribution of the 
Bible alone,” we have alreacy given, 
(p. 290.) with the one which follows 
it ; and it really seems to us, that 
its tendency would have been ex- 
actly what it is, if a hundred such 
had followed. Not so does it seem 
to Dr. Marsh :—“ If my objection 
had been fairly stated at the ToWn 
Hall, it would have been simply 
this ; that I objected (on the part 
of churchmen) to the distribution 
of the Bible alone. or without the 
Liturgy....But by stopping at the 
words of the Bible alone, Dr. Clarke 
was enabled to give anew turn to 
the expression, &c.”’ Inquiry, p. 
26. To which Dr, Clarke fairly 
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asks, “ Where should we stop, but 
at the end of asentence ?” And not 
only accuses Dr. Marsh, in his turn, 
of a “cunning comma,” instead of 
a iull stop, after the words “ Bible 
alone ;” but also of perverting a pas- 
sage of his own, so as to make Dr. 
Clarke use the word * priests” re- 
proachfuily, and yet synonymously 
with the “ Reformers.”* But the 
peculiarity of this whole affuir is still 
to be noted. Dr. Marsh says, “my 
objection ;’? and evidently “gives a 
turn,’? to his expressions, as if Dr. 
Clarke had pointedly misrepresent- 
ed him, which he had as pointed- 
ly avoided, by quoting on/y the 
handbilil, not then recognized as Dr. 
Marsh’s. Now we are sorry to sus- 
pect this turn to be the effect of de- 
sign. Coupled with Dr. Marsh’s 
further complaints of being “ repre- 
hended in his own unlversity,’? of 
being “ reproached and bitterly re- 
proached,’ nay * held out to public 
indignation,’ merely for advecating 


* Dr. Clarke has not here seemed to ob- 
serve how entirely his antagonist has mis- 
taken what Mr. Dealtrv calls, with truth, 
his ‘fine image :” and that our readers may 
have the opportuuity of imputing sone 
other more important mistakes of the Pro- 
fessor to inadvertency rather than design, 
we shall give Dr. Clarke’s image, with Dr. 
Marsh’s use of it.  Itis really as if, while 
the light of Revelation, no longer concealed 
within the ark of a particular sanctuary, is 
permitted to irradiate the nations of the 
earth, a question should arise, whether it 
shall be conveyed through the public portals 
of the temple, or by the gate belonging 
only to the priests.” ‘Fhose priests,” rejoins 
Dr. Marsh, “*who composed the Liturgy 
and Articles, would tell him, that their office 
was only ministeriai—that they desired not 
toystop the pilgrim at the threshold of the 
temple: that they were ready to admit 
him to its innermost recesses; but since be- 
tween the portal and the aitar were dark 
and intricate passages, where many a pil- 
grim had lost his way, they requested 
only permission to present him with a 
clue, &c. Mr. Lancaster disdains, with our 
present advocates, the gate of the priests, 
and approaches the portals of the temple.” 
The consequence, concludes Dr. Marsh, 
of his adopting. the Bible alone, is, that 
* Christianity itself has been lost to his 


. 
FIew, 
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the cause of the Liturgy ; so thas 
even * friendship was sacrificed, that 
the author of the Address might be 
crushed.” Ail this, we say, looks 
very much like an attempt at what 
we may call the ** argumentum ad 
misericordiam :’” an argument, we 
should think, at all tumes below the 
dignity of a Margaret Prolessor ; 
certainly of one so well able to sup- 
port that dignity as Dr. Marsh ; and 
more particularly unseasonable un- 
der the circumstances in which Dr, 
Marsh had placed himself. Before 
we extend to the Professor the dole 
of commiseration usually due to op- 
pressed and deserted innocence, we 
must certainly inquire who first 
provoked these supposed, these ima- 
einary insults? Who published the 
handbill, now said by Dr. Clarke 
to be as rare (Dr. Marsh knows 
why) as a certain famous old typo- 
graphical relique ; Who began un- 
provoked, and in cold blood, by an 
address, containing at least very in- 
vidious and galling representations, 
and tending, in the most direct man- 
ner, to create hostility between the 
Bartlett’s Buildings’ and the Bible 
Society ? Who knowingly over: 
reached Dr. Milner into a disap- 
probation of the principle of the 
Bible Society, under cover of Lan- 
caster’s Schools ? Who, in short, 
rad threatened still more than he 
has yet been able to accomplish ; 
und had then left and still leaves 
his oppenents under the painful an- 
ticipation of being detected by 4 
Professor of Divinity in a series of 
misrepresentations and violations of 
truth and candour? Ht is no other, 
we are sorry to say, than this same 
misrepresented, traduced, and abus- 
ed Dr. Marsh. Like his puritan 
representative in Swift, ¢will he for- 
rive the allusion?) he has assidu- 
ously canvassed for a slap in the 
face ; but before he has received ths 
fills the air with his outcries, and 


with his own hand deals a hundred | 


blows to avenge the insult. Under 


such circumstances, who can ed 
that a claim on the commiseratio® | 
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of the public savours of affectation, 
it not of trick ? 

Dr. Clarke proceeds to the sug- 
gestions of the Professor, in regard 
to negiecling to give the Prayer- 
book, with the honest surprise of a 
man to whom the neglect itself and 
the accusation are equally strange. 
“TIT am addressing myself, you say, 
only to churchmen in their inter- 
course With churchmen, such as the 
clergyman has with his parisiion- 
ers. Then what reterence have your 
remarks to the Bible Society? If 
you be merely instructing clergy- 
men in their parish duties, they wiil 
tell you they do not require your ad- 
vice. There is no clergyman of the 
Established Church who does not 
distribute Prayer-books in his pa- 
rish, if any book at all: and will the 
performance of this duty be inter- 
rupted by his belonging to the Bible 
Society ‘” p. 6, note. After all, this 
is the plain question, and common 
sense must answer it. Dr. Marsh, 
indeed, tells us, “It is of all sub- 
jects on which I ever undertook to 
write, the most intricate and per- 
plexed. And though at various times 
I have instituted inquiries which de- 
manded close reasoning and profound 
thought, I never entered ona subject 
which required so much penetration 
asthe present. It is a subject of so 
extraordinary a nature, that while ora- 
iors whose wisdom never goes be- 
yond the surface, feel competent to 
decide, there are points in it which 
elude the discernment of the most 
savacious and profound.’’ Inquiry, p. 
53. We could say much on this ex- 
traordinary pessage. But Dr. Clarke 
has summed up all our feelings upon 
itin one expressive sentence : ** How 
much this passage reminds ove of, 
‘Where is the wise, where is the 
scribe, where is the disputer of this 
World, &c. !? 1 Cor. i. 20.” Letter, p. 
8. And this application, be it remem- 
bered, is made by aman who has 
the candour to apply to Dr. Marsh’s 
“talents, on other subjects, the 
Words once applied to the last of the 
Fathers, by a well-known writer, 
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‘acute, graviter, copiose, dilucide, 
erudite, disputarit.? But whence, 
then,’’? Dr. Clarke asks, “ is this fall- 
ing off, but from this FACT......that 
the cause is radically bad.”’ 
Reserving ourselves more gene- 
rally for the contents of the Inquiry, 
as they have been drawn out by sub- 
sequent replies, we shall pass over 
some short and pithy observations in 
the present letter. Only we shall 
observe, that for ourselves we never 
felt the need of a longer or graver 
reply to Dr. Marsh, than Dr. Clarke 
has afforded us. And the world, 
ve are persuaded, will feel with us, 
should they ever be made to think 
the Inquiry, what we are already, 
we confess, disposed to call it, a suc- 
cession of laboured truisms, and ate 
tenuated sophisms. With one fact 
mentioned by Dr. Clarke, in con- 
sequence of being associated with 
‘a party,” we take our leave of him. 
‘* When you communicated,” says he 
to Dr. Marsh, * Mr. Vansittart’s mo- 
tive for publishing his letter, you 
neglected to inform us, that the 
Prime Minister of Great Britain, in 
consequence of your officious appli- 
cation to him, had written to you, and 
expressed his wneyuivocal afiproval 
of the Bible Society.”’* pp 11, 12. 
After a prudent delay, partly, 
perhaps, In expectation of Dr. 
Marsh’s yet future Appendix, the 
‘“ Examination” of Mr. Dealtry ap- 
peared, bearing date March 21. We 
had not forgotton the laurelled cham- 
pion of the Bible Society in other 
wars: and it was with delight, but 
not with surprise, that we heard the 
flowing cloquence, drawn from the 
sources of an overflowing heart, with 
which, on the memorable 12t¥of 
December, Mr. Dealtry came forth, 
urged, we'are sure, by ‘ no com- 
mon cause, no vulgar sway,’’ again 
to plead in favour of his triumphant 
society. No one will wonder, who 


* “ Oh, hopes dissolved ! Oh, prospects 
ail decay’ ! 
Oh dawn of glory, opening but to fade ! 
Pleas’d we beheld thy well-earn’d laurels 
bloom, 
Nor knew they wove atrophy for thy tomb.” 
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reads Mr. Dealtry’s speech on that 
occasion, why he has been selected 
in the “ Inquiry,’’? as the object of 
a peculiarly ingenious attack. Dr. 
Marsh, who knows enough of con- 
troversy to put every thing in its 
proper place, has put Mr. Dealtry 
into a note: where, besides the ad- 
vantageous contrast afforded by the 
natural claims of the dignified per- 
son in question, with his situation at 
the bottom of the page, Dr. Marsn 
has also been pleased to add certain 
insinuations of a personal nature, 
and one especially, of a very grave 
import toa lover of truth. Under 
such a provocation (it is tothe shame 
of Dr. Marsh that we use that word,) 
Mr. Dealtry has been called to the 
unpleasant task of replying to a Pro- 
fessor of Divinity. And if, in pro- 
secuting the investigation, he has 
been occasionally carried forward 
with a zeal and a vehemence some- 
what different from the measured 
calmness of Dr. Marsh’s style, per- 
haps we might undertake his detence 
so much the more readily on that 
account. We sce, under the sub- 
dued exacerbation of the “ Inquirer,” 
something, or rather much, * more 
meant than meets the ear :”” where- 
as, under the honest ebullition of 
feeling, on the part of the “ Exa- 
miner,’ we percefve a solid prin- 
ciple of benevolence, easily reconcile- 
able with the expressions of momen- 
tary, and even of severe displeasure. 
Neither is it our place to decide 
on the apology, or the penance, 
doubtless due from Dr. Marsh for 
the ** gross and palpable’ charge 
mentioned above, and which ‘ the 
reverend and learned the Margaret 
PPOfessor, forgetting,’ as Mr. Dealtry 
observes, * what was due to himsclf 
as wellas to me, has thought it right 
to advance.” p. 11’ et seq. The 
charge and the defence are both be- 
fore the public, which has nothing 
to do, so clearly has Mr. Dealtry 
proved his innocence, but to pass 
sentence on his accuser. 

To proceed to the main contents 

af this able reply, written in the form 
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of letters to his friend and partner 
in defence, Dr. Clarke :—These let- 
ters form so many chapters, which 
treat respectively of the false as. 
sumptions, wrong conclusions as to 
matters of fact, general mistakes, in- 
sinuations against the Biblists, argu- 
ments, remedies, with the charge of 
generalised Protestantism,all brought 
forward, or implied, in the pages of 
the Inquiry. Under these several 
heads, Mr. Dealtry has literally 
shaken his adversary to pléces; and 
having fairly executed him, if we 
may be excused the figure, has de- 
livered him over to dissection. 
Amid almost an infinite number of 
severe wounds so inflicted, it is 
scarcely possible to designate the 
coufi de grace: but we shall select a 
few from which our readers may 
very confidently judge of the rest. 
And we think those few will clearly 
convict Dr. Marsh of very unguarded 
frositions, the most unjustifiable in- 
sinuations, and, to say the least of 
them, very unsound arguments. As 
far as we can separate these several 
charges in Mr. Dealtry’s rather de- 
sultory statementof them, we shall at- 
tempt it. Butwe cannot helpsayinga 
few words before we begin, upon the 
nature and the guilt of razsing a cry. 
When Dr. Marsh lays down a 
frosition very plausible, and, if pro- 
perly guarded, very true; when we 
gather from his insinuations that his 
opponents deny that position in prin- 
ciple or practice ; and when, to sup- 
port these hints, Me has recourse to 
arguments almost evidently irrele- 
vant to the actual occasion—we cer: 
tainly are justified in warning him of 
the existence of the aforementioned 
crime in the statute book of morality. 
Theve is a homely but expressive 
proverb, that “if you throw dirt 
enough, some will be sure to stick 
Such is the nature of men’s minds; 
that statements of this kind must and 
will entrap the unwary, the shallow; 
the timid, the prejudiced, the 1 
different, nay even the orthodox; 
if uninformed, or indolent. Above 
all, they “afford occasion to thos 
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who desire occasion :” they admira- 
biy adapt themselves to any existing 
principle of hostility in the mind ; 
and the argument however weak, the 
assertion however untounded, the ca- 
lumny however gross, * recipiturad 
modum recipientis.”’ The adversary 
is too often entirely indifferent to 
truth, and hails the calumuy almost 
as such ; at ieasi asa bon mot, a good 
joke, a bright association of incon- 
gruous ideas. He is prepared with 
his hearty burst and vigorous clap at 
every sentence: and so nearly alli- 
ed are insincerity and enthusiasm of 
every kind, that statements so cir- 
cuastanced will come to be at length 
assumed as truths, and acted upon In 
the determinations of life. 

These considerauons have made 
the most conscientious writers of all 
ages peculiarly careful In their use 
of arguments for the instruction of 
mankind. Phose addressed to the 
weakness, not to the strength, of hu- 
mun reason, have been felt as libels 
on the sanctity, whether of instruc- 
tious or even of controversy. And 
pe-ons detected in the use of such 
we. pons have been condemned as 
gutity ofa breach of trustin the most 
sucred office ever committed to man ; 
that of guarding the principles, i- 
recting the opinions, and governing 
the practice of his fellow-men. 

Of this guilt we distinctly disavow 
any intention of accusing Dr. Marsh. 
We are only sorry that so much 
ground should have been laid, as we 
think Mr, Dealtry has justly laid, for 
others to do so. Mr. Dealtry has 
very fairly appealed to the Margaret 
Professor’s own words, which he 
places, as he proceeds, at the bottom 
of the page. And in his second 
Letter, under the head of * Assump- 
tions,” seems clearly to have proved 
upon Dr. Marsh the following un- 
guarded positions. “1, That the Bi- 
ble is not a sure guide to necessary 
truth, and in fact is no standard at 
all. 2. That the poor cannot un- 
derstand the Scriptures.” ‘ Have 
aot Christians of every ave and na- 


Review of Pamphlets respecting the Bible Society. 297 


tion been at variance,’ says Dr. 
Marsh, “ on the question what doc- 
trines are contained in the Bible ? 
dow can we know, li we. give 
the Bible alone, what sort of Protes- 
tantism will be deduced from it?” 
Inquiry pp. 14, 15. And in p. 5, 
without reserve, Dr. Marsh speaks 
of leaving the poor who, without as- 
sistance,cannot understand the Scrip- 
tures, kc. 
Now to this Mr. Dealtry replies, 


*¢ There is an authority which states, that 
‘if any man will do the will of God, he 
shali know of the doctrine whether it be of 
God;’ and the controversialist who shall di- 
rectly affirm, that Infinite Wisdom has not 
furnished us with the most perfect means of 
instruction, possesses boldness at least equal 
to his penetration. That the Scriptures are 
sometimes perverted to very unwarrantable 
purposes, no person will venture to deny; 
and even the Prayer-book itself, though next 
to the Bible, the best book in the world, is not 
exempted from similar abuse.” pp. 7. 8, 


He then strongly applies to the 
Professor the argumentum ad homi- 
nem in the instance of * justification 
by faith,’ to prove uniformity not 
deducible from the Liturgy itself: 
and concludes, ** who does not see 
that the argument against the dis- 
persion of the Scriptures without a 
Prayer-book is in a considerable de- 
gree applicable to the dispersion of 
a Prayer-book without explanatory 
notes.” p. 12. 

To the second position, Mr. Deal- 
try replies, from a Bartlett’s Build- 
ings’ Tract against Popery, ‘“* The 
Scriptureg being the word of God 
cannot but be a sufficient and perfect 
rule, and able to make us wise unto 
salvation. As to whatever is ne- 
cessary to salvation, they are plain 
and. easy to those who read them 
with due care and suitable disposi- 
tions,’ &c. &c. To the suggestion, 
that these are sentiments against 
Popery, Mr. Dealtry plainly replies, 

*“ They are in themselves either true or 
false: if false, let them be disproved ; if 
true, you cannot choose but admit them — 
‘What, then, Mr. Dealtry, do you pretend 
to say, that human learning is of no value ? 
‘? pretend to say no such thing: my life 
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has been devoted to study.’—* Do you mean 
to affirm, Sir, that neither sermons nor litur- 
gy are useful for the instruction of the peo- 
ple?’ *I mean to affirm nothing of the 
kind. I know, too well, the contrary.’ 
The whole of this assumption involves a 
fallacy, to which I willnext advert.” p. 13. 





‘“ Assumption 3. That we have no 
established priesthood and no regu- 
Jar parochial service.’’......1. e. “ To 
furnish that very instruction, the want 
of which is so pathetically deplored 
by the Margaret Professor.’”’ p. 14. 

In truth, where is the point, as to 
these positions, at issue between Dr. 
Marsh on one side, and Mr. Dealtry, 
and, we must add also, ourselves on 
the other ? We have allstrongly as- 
serted the obligation on churchmen 
to accompany the Bible with the 
Prayer-;book, and with liturgical in- 
struction. But the pointis here, that 
in proving this obligation Dr. Marsh 
has gone too far. His general posi- 
tion is chicfly faulty in its want of 
guard. He has attributed to Scrip- 
ture itself all that uncertainty and 
versatility, which he ought to have 
atuributed only to the perverseness 
of those sects, some of them the 
wildest possible, to which he has re- 
ferred. This we could wish to have 
seen more fuliy drawn out and dis- 
tinctly brought to view as the grand 
line of demarcation between the Pro- 
fessor’s positions and the faith of 
Protestants. It is not that the poor 
man maybe misied; not thatthe Bible 
may be prevertcd ; not that the Bible 
itself may be made to mislead and 
pervert the poor man; but that the 
Bible ztse/f may mislead and pervert 
the man who sits down calmly and 
dispassionately to read it ; and that it 
iS necessary to give a Prayer-boox 
“to correct the evil’? (we use Dr. 
Marsh’s own words) which would 
result from giving and therefore 
reading the Bible alone: or, to speak 
more closely yet, that a man so vi- 
ciously and heretically given, as of 
his own accord to put a perverse or 
heretical gloss upon the sacred text 
studied alone, would have the def- 
cient wisdom of that inspired oracle 
made up, the insufficient grace of 
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God sustained and corroborated with- 
in him, by the presence of his pray- 
er-book. ‘his we dare not say ; and 
to say it, we maintain, is to close with 
the worst heresies and lowest argu- 
ments of Popery itself. Sectaries, 
indeed, are numerous enough, and 
traps enough are laid beyond the 
verge of scriptural ground for the 
unwary and the ignorant, and, let us 
add also, for “the wise, the scribe, 
and the disputer of this world,” te 
render the Prayer-book a needful 
companion to the churchman’s Bi- 
ble: but never, never shall the Edj- 
tor of Michaelis persuade us, that er- 
ror and truth are equally deducible 
from the fountain of truth, or that it 
requires the wit as well as the ho- 
nesty of Fathers and Reformers to 
deduce the principles of our Liturgy 
from those of the Bible. 

This mischievous overstatement, 
or rather false principle, seems to 
us to run through the whole of the 
Professor’s reasoning. We cannot 
think Mr. Dealtry’s statement of 
his argument respecting Lancaster’s 
principle of instruction is at all un- 
fair, whilst it serves to illustrate our 
notion of the Professor’s general 
want of guard on this head. ‘1. 
Mr. Lancaster adopts the Bible 
alone. 2. He advances to the tem- 
ple without a clue: therefore, the 
Bible is no clue. S. Merely by 
using the Bible, he has been bewil- 
dered in his way. 4. By using the 
Bible alone, Christianity has been 
lost from his view.”? p. 47.  Whiat- 
ever may be the objections to Mr. 
Lancaster, yet can any Protestant 
agree to this statement? Again, Dr. 
Marsh quotes from a certain Unita- 
rian report, an opinion, on which he 
founds a conclusion, ‘that Lan- 
caster’s system appears more [a 
vourable to Unitarianism than to 
any other form of religion.” Vide 
Scrmon at St. Paul’s, p. Si. On this 
avain, Mr. Dealtry fairly puts the fol- 
lowing dilemma:—Dr. Marsh eithet 
believes this fact to be true or he 
does not. If he do believe it, he be 
lieves, of course, that the reading ©! 
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the Scriptures alone leads to Unita- 
rianism. Ifhe do not believe it, for 
what purpose was the passage insert- 
ed? Again: he either believes the 
assertion, upon which the conelu- 
sion is founded, or he does not. If 
he do believe it, he assents, of course, 
to the proposition, that ‘ instruction 
and Unitarianism are the same.’ If 
he do not hold this opinion, why did 
he give the note? Every partizan of 
every sect will tell you, that instruc- 
tion and his own creed will almost 
necessarily go together.’’? (p. 85.) 
How does the Trinitarian Doctor 
rescue himself from this dilemma? 
How does the Protestant Professor 
rescue himself from the identity 
charged upon his arguments with 
those of Popery itself given by Mr. 
Dealtry. “ Every Protestant, as I 
suppose, ls persuaded that his own 
opinions be true: and that he hath 
used such means as are wont to be 
prescribed for understanding the 
Scripture—as prayer, conferring of 
divers texts, &c.—and yet cane diss, 
agreements shew that some of them 
are deceived; and therefore, it is 
clear that they have no one certain 
vround to rely upon for understand- 
ng of Scripture.” Again: & Phe very 
doctrine of Protestants, say the Ca- 
tholics, if it be followed closely and 
with coherence to itself, must of ne- 
cessity induce Socinianism. This I 
say confidently, and evidently prove, ’ 
xc. &c. p. 92. 

These quotations from Catholics, 
given by Mr. Dealtry out of Chilling- 
worth, afford some clue to Dr. Marsh's 
labours in undermining the credit of 
that writer as a friend to generalised 
Protestantism. We had intended to 
dlude to Mr. Dealtry’s able defence 
of him, contained, together with a 
me to Dr. Marsh’s complaint 

against “ Tracts upon Popery,’’ in 
Letter 9th: hut we must only refer 
to it with approbation, and finish our 
remarks on this leading delinquency 
of Dr, Marsh with Mr. Vansittart’s 
calin but forcible expostulation. “The 
danger of the perversion of Scri ipture, 
31 which you so much insist, is the 





Review of Pamphlets respecting the Bible Society. 299 


very argument used by the Papists 
in defence of the denial ef the Bible 
to the laity. And, indeed, to such a 
length do you carry your argument, 
that I do not know what answer you 
could give to a Catholic doctor who 
should justify the practice of his 
church by your authority.’”? Second 
Letter to Dr. Marsh, p. 27. 

Mr. Dealtry, in his fifth letter, 
proceeds to state the “ unjustifiable 
insinuations which the Margaret Pro- 
fessor makes against the whole race 
of Diblists.”’ He selects “a dozen 
from ‘the Inquiry’ as a specimen 
of the rest ;’? of which, to speak in 
equally round numbers, we must say 
the last half dozen seem to contain 
the substance or marrow. ‘7. We 
do not believe in the excellency and 
usefulness of the Prayer-book. 8. 
We justify and recommend the ne- 
elect of the Prayer-book. 9. The 
Biblists dare not tell what they 
mean. 10. We are friends to the 
Repeal of the Test Act. 11. We 
do very covertly circulate with our 
Bibles Calvinistic Tracts. 12. We 
speak what we dare not print, lest 
the Margaret Professor should over- 
whelm us.’’? All these are well sup- 
ported by direct quotations from the 
“Inquiry.”” We shall give Dr. 
Marsh’s note, by which Mr. Deaitry 
backs the last insinuation. 


“Tam aware that there is now inthe 


press a speech of the Foreign Secretary, 


which I have been desired to see, and which 
gives a very different account from all that 
had been said before. But all the other 
speeches at Cambridge, which now have 
been printed above a month in the Cam- 
bridge Chronicle, and have remained un- 
contradicted by the authors of them, might 
also at this rate be new-modelled in conse- 
quence of my objections to them. On this 
— I shall say more in the Appendix.” 
p. 39 


We confess we are inclined to 
call this the most illiberal sentence 
in Dr. Marsh’s pamphlet. We are 
not at leisure, nor is it necessary, to 
vindicate at length the circumstances 
which gave to the speech of Mr. 
Steinkopff a varied form. A notice 
on that subject was given in our 
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number for January, and Mr. Stein- 
kopf may be heard speaking for 
himself in our presentnumber. But 
surely was it the part of courtesy, 
at any rate, to take notice of such a 
change, if it even appeared to spring 
from a wish to retract what had been 
formerly asserted in the haste of an 
extemporancous speech? Would not 
the retraction itself have been atune- 
ment sufficient, without a direct in- 
sult superadded from the party to 
whom the concession was made. 
s* Hanc venlam petimus dabimusque 
vicissim.’? And when, as we nay see 
hereafter, the alteration was com- 
paratively trifling, and sprung from 
a mistake in the first reporter, most 
easily to be accounted for, can we do 
otherwise than refer our readers to 
what has been already said on “ rais- 
ing a cry’? as explanatory of Dr. 
Marsh’s generalising insinuation up - 
on this head? Indeed, in regard to 
this whole chapter of “ Insinuations,”’ 
the question must be asked, Did the 
Professor really think as ill of his 
opponents as he pretends to do? If 
not, what can justify, **in foro con- 
scientiz,’’ his evident wish to leave 
that ill impression on the minds of 
his readers? If he did, on what proof 
does hisillopinion rest? Not surely, 
“our enemies themselves being 
judges,’’on the poor FACTS quoted 
in the beginning of this review ; and 
no other proof whatever has he ad- 
duced. On the other hand, we must 
warmly recommend to Dr. Marsh 
and his readers, Mr. Dealtry’s third 
letter on the mater of fact. 


«The Biblists have not neglected, both 
by their writings and public ministrations to 
i!!ustrate and defend the Liturgy, and to re- 
commend it by all the powers of argument 
andeloquence Mr. Bidduilph’s treatise is 
well known to you; and Mr. Biddulph is a 
warm friend to the Bible Society. But per- 
haps the Professor has his eve upon Cam- 
bridge. Among the most strenuous Biblists 
in this university, is the Rev. Charles Sime- 
on, and how has he conducted himself?” 


p. 29. 


To this question, as we have to 
give our own, we shall not give Mr. 


Dealtry’s reply. 
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‘¢ A by-stander,” Mr. Dealtry continues, 
“ would naturaiiv demand, §‘ How then does 
it happen that Dv. Marsh has expended so 
much wit and argument, and eloquence, in 
proving what you sever deny ” ‘Indeed J 
know not.—* Have vou not objected then ta 
the dispersion of Praver-books ? ‘Neyer: 
we do ourselves disperse them ’—* Have you 
done nothing to bring the Liturgy into con. 
tempt ?? * Nothing at ail: we do ourselves 
recummend :¢* as, next to the Bible, the 
most valuable cCompesition which we can 
put into ther hands.’--* Have you not re. 
proached’ Dr. Marsh, «ec ‘bitterly reproach. 
ed? iim, for advising you to give Prayer- 
books to the poor? ‘Certainly not: for, 
as churchmen, we consider it to be our 
bounden duty sa to distribute them ;f and, 
When hypotheses and assumptions have 
done their worst, it is our constant prac- 
tice.’ "pp. 30. 31. 


Mr. Dealtry, in his sixth letter, 
proceeds to the arguments used by 
his opponent. And here, if we way 
be excused a little fastidiousness as 
claiming a humble place amongst 
the arguers of this case, we are in- 
clined to express a wish that Mr. 
Dealtry had more fully drawn forth 
to view the real argument of Dr, 
Marsh’s pamphlet, and shat as quite 
distinct from the various assump- 
tions, mistakes, &c. &c. which, 
with great vivacity as well as truth, 
he has charged upon the Professor. 
The five “ Arguments,’ alleged 
and answered by Mr. Dealtry, are, 


“* See Mr. Simeon’s four Sermons, 
preached before the University in October 
and Novembcr 1812” 

“+See Mr. Vansittart’s Letters to Dr. 
Marsh and Mr. Coker ;§ the Dean of Car- 
lisle’s Address on the formation ofan Aux- 
iliary Society at Cambridge ; Mr. Dealtry’s 
on a similar occasion at Hertford, &c. &c.” 





This Letter, the second in the work of 
Mr. Vansittart, placed at the head of this 
article, is addressed to John Coker, Esq in 
answer to his letter to the Right Hon N. 
Vansittart, in the Oxford paper, and, in Mr. 
Vansittart’s usual tone of candour and con- 
ciliation, corrects Mr. Coker’s mistake 0 
his first letter, as if he had maintained the 
Dissenters to be not hostile t» the Establish- 
ment, or the Bible not to need notes oF 
commentaries to elucidate it. His reply 
went to prove, only that the Bible Society 
puts no weapon in the hands of the Dissen- 
ters against the Establishment: and on this 
point, he vindicates the Society in a way 
which might win the applauses, we think, 


of the severest critic. 
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ij. That Dr. Marsh was accused 
of pleading for the Liturgy : there- 
fore, the Bible Society is indifferent 
ur hostile to the Liturgy. 2. There 
isan analogy between the Bibie So- 
ciecy and Lancaster. 3, Generaliz- 
ei Protestantism, as held by Lancas- 
ter and the Bible Society, will lead 
to a renewal of the rebellion. 4. 
The Bible Society is supported by 
Calvinists. 5. The distribution of 
the Bible by this Society will iead to 
a repeal of the Test Act. Now 
these arguments, not being of course 
intended toexhibit the main position 
or argument of the whole pamphlet, 
viz. the danger of distributing the 
Bible alone, cannot be considered as 
the whole of the reasonings by which 
that posilion Is supported. 

The fact is, the pamphiect itself is 
made up of nothing more than a sin- 
gle plausible and well-chosen hy- 
pothesis, supported, not by five or 
avy definite number of Jovical argu- 
ments, but by an indefinite sertes of 
small and delusive, nay sometimes 
almost evanescent, but plausible and 
ingenlous sophistries. And perhaps 
it might have been more conducive 
to the end which doubtless every 
true jover of his Bible, with Mr. 
Dealtry, must have at heart, if that 
hypothesis had been in the first 
instance prominently exhibited to 
view ; then the professed * abstract 
reasoning’? upon it examined ; and 
inally a few only of the principal as- 
sumptions and graver peccadilloes 
insupport of his “reasoning”? ad- 
duced and confuted. It is an avow- 
ed rule, we believe, of Longinus, and 
‘amongst all great critics, to use the 
rgument cumulative with great cau- 
lon; and more generally to seek in 
he selection of topics the “ modum” 
than the “ copiam :” and this for the 
obvious reason, that the reader may 
hot be led to suspect the strength of 
individual arguments from the use 
of their collective force ; and also, 
that his attention may not be dis- 
acted by a multitude of objects, 
‘nd thus disabled from looking stead- 
ly atany one. The shower, though 
Christ. Obsery. No. 125. 
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greater in quantity, is not to be com- 
pared in force to the torrent. And 
when we know that Mr. Dealtry can 
be, if he pleases, “ Iso torrentior,” 
we could wish the arrangement 
and plan of his * Examination’’ 
more frequently admitted of the use 
of his amplitying powers upon some 
important leading topics, leaving all 
the rest, without fear, to the judg- 
ment, or rather common sense, of 
mankind. 

We have only time to observe 
particularly upon the five topics 
which Mr. Dealtry has in this in- 
stance selected as specimens of Dr. 
Marsh's resoning, that he has coun- 
termined the Professor with great 
ingenuity and conclusivencss of ar- 
guinent. We rejoice that he has 
set the unwarrantable attack upon 
Dr. Milner tn its crue light, and ful- 
ly justified, as he has, the use of the 
word * corrective” as applied to Dr. 
Marsh’s representation of the Litur- 
gy. On this subject, he well ob. 
serves; * Those who read the 
Dean’s very admirable speech, will 
find a good reason for the wrath of 
the Doctor, not founded on bitter re- 
proach. Bitterness of reproach is 
disgraceful only to its author, but 
confutation and defeat exasperate 
the vanquished.” p. 45. 

We recommend with peculiar 
pleasure to our readers, and (if this 
notice should ever come under such 
dignified inspection) to Dr. Marsh 
himself, Mr. Dealtry’s remarks on 
Calvinism ; in which it wiil be found, 
that Mr. Dealtry, no Calvinist him- 
self, knows how to vindicate the 
choicest doctrines of Christianity 
from that crude imputation ; and at 
the same time gives us full reason 
to believe, even if Calvinism were, 
which it is not, the basis of union in 
the Bible Society, that we should 
not have much to fear for that Litur- 
gy which was defended by Usher, 
Hall, and Beveridge, and which 
ranks amongst lis ablest commenia- 
tors and advocates not only the sus- 
pected but the ayowed Calvinists oi 
the present day. 
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We are obliged to pass over many 
weighty and just observations on this 
and many other subjects referred to 
by Mr. Dealtry, in his extended 
view ofthe “inquiry.’’? His reply to 
the author’s alarins for the salety of 
Bartictt’s Buildings, by stating its in- 
crease in numbers, last year, to have 
been 869, whereas in no year preced- 
ing, since 1789, had it been more 
than 270, is, we diate <, well matched 
by the following fact from Mr. Van- 
sittart. “The number of Prayer- 
books delivered by the Society for 
promoting Christian Knowledge, 
averaged for three years previous to 
the new Institution, was 13,546, and 
for the Jast three years 19,815, be- 
ing an increase of nearly one half.” 
2d Letter to Dr. Marsh, p. 26. 

Mii. Deaitry has also weil observ- 
ed, that this old society is equally, 
in practice, implicated in the charge 
of giving Bibles alone, with the Uible 
Society. He uses well also the argu- 


ment drawn from the constitution of 


wing Naval and Military Bible Socte- 
yy Which ts prectsely similar to that 
of the British and Foreign, except 
only that it boasts the Arci ibishop 
of Canterbury for tts ja? ae But 
anes and archbishops, Dr. Marsh 
informs us, may err: so may, we 
presume also, the Society in Bart- 
lett’s Buildings. And doubticss itis 
the hard necessity ci all aspirants to 
empire, whether in the political or 
the controversial world, for the ac- 
complishment of their object to pro- 
scribe both friend and foe,—pro- 
scripturit, syllaturit—and perhaps 
before Dr. Marsh finally descends 
from this earthly Stage, we may fina 
him shaking hands in a corner with 
the renowned Theophiljanthropist 
Anacharsis Cloots himself. 

We now take our leave of Mr. 
Dealtry, with many thanks for the 
large fund both of instruction and 
entertainment which he has afforded 
us, in his ingenious reply to the In- 
quiry. And we are only sorry our 
limits prevent us from giving any 
further specimens either of his wit 
or his eloquence ; both of which 
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strikingly illuminate his reasonings 
on this + proiound subject, and so 
difficult to expiain.” Perihays we 
should designate his powers of illy- 
mination on this occasion, rather as 


the cheering and diffusive glow of 


meridian light, than tie denser and 
more compact locus of rays, which at 
ouce exposes and consumes the ob- 
ject presented to its influence. 

In mentioning the name of Mr, 
Vansittart, whose second letter to 
Dr. Marsh, answers Azs share in the 
eencral attack, we feel, as controver- 
sialists, a somewhat extraordinary 
sensation. ‘ Venti posuere, omnis- 
que repente resedit flatus.”’ Mr. 
Vansittart’s whole conduct in this 
discussion has had the singular felici- 
ty of uniting the greatest talent, with 
the ulmost moderation ; a modera- 
tion such as to make ** even his ene- 
mies to be at peace with him ;” and 
the most honorable eviogium, by far, 
which we are capable of bestowing 
upon hii, 1s one extracted from Dr. 
Marsh’s own pages. ‘ Though I 
haye the misfortune to view the Brit- 
ish and Foreign Bible Society ina 
different Heht from Mr. Vansittart, | 
must express my acknowledgments 
fur the candour and liberality which 
pervades (pervade) the whole letter. 
{t is written In all the amiable spirit 
of a sincere and benevolent Chris- 
tlan.’’—Inguiry, p. 1S. 

The Jetter here alluded to is the 
first, in answer to Dr. Marsh’s Ad. 
dress. And as that letter is already 
tobe found in our pages (No. for 
December jast,) we shall only re- 
mind our readers of that part of it 
to which Dr. M’s attention Is partic: 
ularly directed, viz. the following 
dilemma. Should all churchmen 
withdraw themselves from the Socl- 
cty «...... one of two consequences 
must inevitably follow : either the 
Society, being deprived of the Lope 
of further support, and crippled by 
the loss of its pecuniary means, and 
of many of its most valuable mem 
bers, would wholly expire, or sink 
into insignificance ; or else the dis 
senting interest, making up for thes? 
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losses, by more extensive sacrifices, 
and an increase of zeal and activity, 
&c. would carry on the institution 
nearly as before.” Both of these 
consequences are then drawn forth 
into discussion. And surely Dr. 
Marsh never took a fiercer dilemma 
by the hoins, nor one, we must Say; 
which more stamps his courage and 
fairness aS an answerer, than this 
one. He replies to it at length, in 
his 8th section ; Ist, By an allusion 
to the universal philanthropy of the 
French Kevolutionists, with Ana- 
charsis Cloots at their head: 2d, By 
nota very courtly contradiction of 
Mr. Vansittart’s statement, as to the 
Bible Society having promoted the 
printing of the Bible in 54 languag- 
es: Sd, By setting the tried securi- 
ty aS a Counterpoise tothe conpara- 
lively sluggish energy of the Bart- 
let's Buildings’ operations, were 
even churchmen to transfer thither 
all their Interest: 4th, By an clab- 
orate proof that the Bible Society 
must be so crippled, &c. by the with- 
drawment of churchmen, as to ren- 
der the dangers proposed in the se- 
cond part of the dilemma entirely 
nugatory. Lo which are added, 
some hints of a political nature, one 
of which, we presume as a sting, is 
placed in the tail of the Inquiry. 
“Iv? (the Bible Society) ‘ provides 
at home for temporal as well as s/:zrit- 
val wants. It gives frower to the 
dissenter, fofiularity to the church- 
man, and zzterest to the politician, 
which is useful at edd times, and es- 


pecially at the afifroach of a general 


election.” Inquiry,p. 80. We can- 
not help anticipating Mr. Vansit- 
tart’s dignified reply to this insinua- 
tion. 


_ “You must be sensible, that the imputa- 
ion of unavowed intentions to an opponent 
1S Not only one of the most ve/gar, but one of 
the most dangerous aris of controversy. 
Such imputations are easy to be made, dif- 
ficult to be refuted, but almost always may 
he retorted with effect. Mf,as you allege, the 
Bible Society can provide fori temporal, as 
well as spiritual wants (which, however, I 
&m sorry to say, is not the case.) temporal 
as well as spiritual wants may be provided 
for, by the profession of a distinguished 
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zeal for the interests ofthe church. Ifthe 
Bible Society can give popularity to the 
churchman, and interest to the politician, the 
cry that the church is in danger, can equally 
answer both those purposes ; and nothing 
has more fregently been found useful at the 
approach of a general election. 

“1 beg, however, to disclaim the use of 
all such imputations, otherwise than as spe- 
cimens of your own mode of reasoning. I 
feel their injustice in my own case—1 wil- 
lingly admit itin yours. I know that Z could 
find readier ways to distinction and ad- 
vancement than by crping up the Bible Soci- 
ety—I with pleasure allow to you far strong- 


er and more honoureble claims than that of 


crying, it down.” pp. 48, 49. 

Nir. Vansittart, in this second let 
ter to Dr. Marsh, considers bis ob- 
jections under three heads. 1. That 
the Bible Society produces a disre- 
rard of the Liturgy. 2. That its fo- 
reign operations have been mistated 
and exaggerated. 3S. ‘That ns real 
objects are of a politicalnature. Of 
his able observations under these 
several heads, we can only give very 
short and unconnected specimens, 
which we shall endeaver to confine 
«s muchas possible to his own words. 
* You have totally changed your 
ground of objection,’’ says Mr. Van- 
sittart very ably in his opening, 
“which was inthe Address, that oth- 
er objects might be associated, hos- 
tile to the church, with the main ob- 
ject. Now your objection is to the 
main andavowed object itself, viz. the 
distribution of the Scrifitures unac- 
companied by the Liturgy or by any 
other exfiosition or comment whatever, 
&c.” p. 24. Mr. Gisborne has well 
stated the same argument at a late 
respectable meeting in Staffordshire. 
Once the objection was, “ You will 
accompany your Bibles hereafter 
with notes and comments.’”? The 
answer was, * No: our very consti- 
tution forbids it.’ “Then comes the 
rejoinder, * But why do you not ac- 
company them with notes and com- 
ments, i.e. The Liturgy ??? This 
we conceive to be the first use, in 
form, of the “argumentum a digi- 
tali*”? lately established on a well 


* Vide Quarterly Review of Mr. Fox’s 
life 
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known occasion. ‘ You gave ‘digi- 
talis’ to Mr. Fox.’’ ‘* No, we did 
not.” * Then why did you not ?” 

Mr. Vansittart justifies the church 
members of the Bible Society from 
the suspicion of any want of regard 
to the Liturgy in the following manly 
terms: “ We acknowledge its law- 
ful authority, we venerate its piety, 
we admire its beauty, we recommend 
its use by our example, our influ- 
ence and distribution : we all ad- 
here to its forms in the public ser- 
vice of the church, and many of us 
in our own families.” p. 25. Which 
is followed by a challenge, as to the 
matter of fact in regard to those who 
subscribe both to the Bible Society 
and to Baruett’s Buildings. And 
here we find the fact, before alluded 
to, of the immensely increased dis- 
tribution of the Prayer-book. 

He then draws the line of com- 
mon sense between the * divine per- 
fection and human frailty,” as res- 
pectively distunguishing the Bibie 
and the Prayer-book ; not in the 
least detracting from the necessity 
of giving the Prayer-book, but re- 
proaching Dr. Marsh with his over- 
statements (to use no invidious epi- 
thet) which we conceive to be as 
completely proved upon the Marga- 
ret Professor as any charge ever 
averred in controversy. Mr. Van- 
Sittart, in reply to Dr. Marsh’s at- 
tack upon Chillingworth, adduces 
quotations from the Homilies of the 
Church of England, to the same ef- 
fect as those given by Mr. Dealtry 
from Church-of-England Tracts, 
asking, “Shall we Christian men 
think to learn the knowledge of God 
and of ourselves in any earthly 
man’s work, or writing, sooner or 
better than in the holy Scriptures 
written by the inspiration of the 
Holy Ghost £” p. 29. 

We recognise with pleasure, at 
p.52,an argument which the respect- 
able Dr. Wordsworth urged against 
Mr. Dealtry, and with reason, had 
he been really guilty of ¢haz in re- 
gard to the Society for promoting 
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Christian knowledge, which Mr, 
Vansittart proves on Dr. Marsh, in 
regard to his reasonings on the 
strength of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society. ‘ Supposing this to 
be the case with respect to ali the 
Foreign Socieuies” |i. €. that they 
receive pecuniary assistance trom us 
instead of contributing to us,} jt 
would only tollow that you estimate 
the strength of a society by ho other 
criterion than its pecuniary means. 
You count for nothing the zeal and 
activity of these societies, &c. You 
overlook the gratitude and attach- 
ment of so many individuals, many 
of whom are in distinguished sta- 
tions, and the approbation and coun- 
tenance of several sovereigns.” 

We cannot refrain from giving 
entire Mr. Vansittart’s most able 
reply to the insinuations of the In- 
quiry, as to a resemblance between 
the features of the present times and 
those of Charles the First. 


‘Nothing can be more dissimilar to the 
state of government, and the political con- 
stitution of the country in the reign of 
Charles the First, than their actual situation, 
Nor have the ecclesiastical arrangements 
and the public opinions on religious subjects 
any greater resemblance. Compare the 
civil and military establishments, and all the 
means of influence possessed by the gov- 
ernment at that time, and at the present. 
Compare the violent exertions of unsettled 
prerogative on the one hand, and the eager 
claim of undefined privileges and rights on 
the other, with the orderly and regular 
system which has been established since the 
Revolution. Compare the harsh exertions 
of ecclesiastical authority in the former 
period ; of authority often striving, by 
means unjustified by the forms of English 
law, and still more repugnant to its spirit, 
to repress the turbulence and ferment of a 
recent and unsettled reformation of reli- 
gion; with the calm and mild exercise we 
have seen, for a century past, of the cleri- 
cal jurisdiction, always directed by law, and 
guided by moderation ; and then say wheth- 
er there is now any reason to apprehend the 
renewal of that collision and conflict of pas- 
sions and opinions in which the constitution 
of the Church and that of the State alike 
were overthrown.” pp. 34, 35. 


We give this observation with 
the more satisfaction, as procecdipg 
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froma statesman of such distin- 
cnished talents and judgment, on a 
point on which professionally he is SO 
weil entitied to speak. 

This able advocate then proceeds 
to reply to Dr. Marsh’s imputations 
agaist the foreign transactions of 
the society. The “violations of 
truth and candeur,” imputed to the 
Reports of that Society, * struck 
me.’ says Mr. Vansittart,**with some 
surprise, not that you should make 
such a charge if you think it well 
founded ; but that you should make 
the charge. and reserve the proof o& 
itfor an Appendix, not yet published, 
alter the expirauon of nearly two 
months.’—On this subject, however, 
we will reserve ourselves ull we shall 
have seen Dr. Marsh’s Appendix. 

Mr. Vansittart then proceeds to 
Dr. Marsh’s flourish, on the plentiful 
supply of Bibles in Germany. We 
have already stated his ill use of a 
change of expression in the report 
of the Foreign Secretary’s speech 
upon that subject. The first report 
of his speech had made him speak of 
“the want of Bibles throughout all 
Germany, with the exception of Sax- 
ony alone.” The correct account of 
his speech makes him say, ** Though 
there are provinces, districts, towns, 
and villages, in Germany (among 
which Saxony stands pre-eminent), 
where the Bible is cheap and plenti- 
ful, still there are others......in which 
it is greatly wanted......It has been 


-pressingly applied for.”? This al- 


teration was known by Dr. Marsh 
three weeks before the 67th page of 
the Inquiry was printed. Yee in 
that 67th page he writes thus: “to 
speak of Germany” (not with the ex- 
ception of Saxony, as even the first 
report had expressed it, but) * to 
speak of Germany wanting Bibles, 
Which the Foreign Secretary himself 
has hitherto done: of Germany, 
which had printed the Scriptures in 
Hebrew, Grezk, &c., &c., &c., to 
speak of such a country wanting 
Bibles, &c.?* To which is super- 


* This passage in Dr. Marsh’s pamphlet, 
always seemed to us about as conclusive as 
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added the note given in our remarks 
on Mr, Dealtry, insinuating that “he 
had been desired to see a very dif- 
ferent account from a//that had been 
said before, &c., &c.”’ To all this 
—what must we call it? Mr. Van- 
sittart calmly replies, “It is unne- 
cessary to explain, why, in so ex- 
tensive a country as Germany, di- 
vided into so many sovereignties, 
and greatly differing in the religion 
and manners of its several parts, the 
Bible might be almost unknown in 
some districts, while in others it was 
cheap and plentiful.”’ p. 39. And 
in reply to Dr. Marsh’s allusion to 
the Canstein Institution, which can 
“multiply copies by thousands and 
tens of thousands,’? Mr. Vansittart 
continues. 


*“* Such of vour readers as are unacquaint+ 
ed with the ible Society, will be somewhat 
surprised to find, that the fullest, if not the 
only, account in English of the Canstein 
Institution, is to be found in the second re- 
port of the society ; that the head of that 
Institution has been in constant correspond- 
ence with them, so long as correspondence 
could be maintained with the continent, 
and that the Institution has been employed 
to a large extent by the society, wherever 
its aid could be available.” pp. 59, 40, 


Mr. Vansittart well replies to the 
proposal for making this a mere Fo- 
reign Bible Society, that its local 
Auxiliary Societies forhome distribu- 
tion, are its principal support. And 


if an Englishman abroad, previous to the 
institution of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, had undertaken thus for the princi- 
pality of Wales.* ‘ And to speak of Great 
Britain (meaning Wales_) wanting Bibles; 
of Britain, which has printed the Scriptures 
in Hebrew, Greek, Latin, and English, for 
centuries; of Britain, the nurse of the Re- 
formation, the birth-place of Wickliffe, 
whose translation was made at least 150 
vears before that of Luther; of Britain 
(meaning all this time Wales), where the 
Society for promoting Christian Knowledge, 
established a century ago, can multiply 
copies by thousands and tens of thousands, 
&e., &c, to speak of such a country want- 
ing Bibles !” 








*Mr. Gisborne’s speech, before referred 
to, teaches us we might here substitute the 
principality of Durham for that of Wales, 
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** What co-operation could be expected 
among men united for a common exertion 
abroad, upon principles which implied dis- 
union, jealousy, and enmity, at home ?”.... 
.---“ How different from the meetings of 
the Bible Society, in which the Churchman 
and Dissenter meet to lay aside their pre- 
judices, and, forgetting partial distinctions, 
look only to the Scriptures, which they 
alike acknowledge, and the Saviour whom 
they equally adore, &c.” pp. 42, 45. 


Mr. Vansittart touches the subject 
of the Naval and Military Bibie So- 
ciety with great skill, and gathers 
comfort from reflecting upon its high 
patronage. 

** But you, who know that men may be 
discreet, and yet mistaven, can derive no con- 
solation from such asource ; but must class 
those distinguished prelates among the 
bishops who may sometimes err.” p. 45. 

To the chimerical suggestion re- 
specting the test act, of which Dr, 
Marsh anticipates the reptal through 
the means of the Bible Socicty, Mr. 

Tansittart replies with his character- 
istic good sense and Christian feel- 
ing: 

‘In any political way, I will venture to 
affirm, that the Bible Society is as little 
likely to lead to a repeal of the test act, as 
to a repeal of the habeas corpus act. Any 
attempt to convert the society to political 
purposes would certainly be fatal to the so- 
ciety itself: and of this all the parties com- 
posing it are equally convinced.” p. 48. 

Equally sensible and checring are 
his remarks on the respect and atten- 
tion now paid by the government of 
the country to the national church. 
And on this head, the following ad- 
monition, we conceive, ought to be 
engraven on the heart of every true 
lover of his church; and,if he be 
its advocate also, to guide his pen. 


“Yet I will own that there are possible, 


cases in which I think danger may arise to 
the church—one of them would be, if the 
abuses of the church should be confounded 
with its interests. The spirit of the age Is 
liberally attentive to all fair claims; but it 
is an inquisitive and scrutinizing age, and 
many circumstances which formerly attract- 
ed little notice, are now drawn into full light. 
The returns of the non-resident clergy, for 
instance, are now annually printed. If the 


friends of the church, instead ef taking the 
lead ina mild reform of abuses, contend 
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obstinately for their protection, and treat 
every man as an cnemy who aims at reform, 
they will certainly be overpowered at last, 
and the corrective applied by those who wil] 
apply it with no sparing hand.” p, 51. 


Mr. Vansittart then strongly ad- 
monishes the Professor of the “ ri. 
dicule which must ever attach to ar- 
guments which are only to be sup- 
ported by treating the clearest and 
simplest subjects asthe most intricate 
and perplexed: and that ridicule,” 
he adds, “cannot fail of being re- 
flected on the church itself, which is 
so defended. After all that ingenuity 
and subtlety can do, the publick opi- 
nion must at Jast be decided by the 
plain reason of plain men. With 
such the appeal will always be to 
fact and experience.” 

* They will not believe it to be an offence 
to carry home to the habitations of the poor 
and ignorant, that Bibles alone, which is 
daily readin the church, as a/one containing 
the words of everlasting life. They will not 
believe the members of the Bible Society 
to be bad churchmen (with whatever dex- 
terity you may prove that they must be so), 
while they perform, bothin the church and 
in society, the offices of good men and good 
Christians.” pp. 52, 53. 

Many persons, Mr. Vansittartadds, 
amonest his acquaintance, even of 
rank and education, and of extensive 
rencral information, have not yet 
heard of such a society. 

“1 clo not recollect to have met with one 
who, when its objects and operations were, 
for the first time, explained to him, failed to 
express the most decided approbation of 
them—such is the first natural movement of 


an unprejudiced mind.” p. 54. 


In the same place, comparing the 
patronage of the two Socicties, Mr. 
Vansittart mentions, that the Socic- 
ty in Bartlett’s Buildings numbers, 
even now, amongst its subscribers; 
only about 2900 clergymen, out 0} 
the 11,000 parishes which England 
contains. 

This excellent Ietter ends wit 
the following bright and cheering 
anticipation of what may still be the 
favourable intentions of Almighty 
God, in regard to our favoured na- 
tion and fayoured church. Having 
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stated the dire alternative, ** lam in- 
clined,’ he continues, “ to indulge 
in the more pleasing prospect, and 
to view the Church of England as 
jising to greater eminence, and shin- 
ing with greater lustre.”’ 


¢¢ Amidst public difficulty and private em- 
barrassment, I see the hand of Charity ex- 
tended to every species of distress with an 
extent of bounty not only unknown to for- 
mer times, but which would have been in- 
credible to them. Il see every where new 
institutions forming, yet old establishments 
supported ; and let it be remembered, that 
in these noble works, which I trust will rise 
inrememberance before God on behalfof this 
yution, the Dissenters claim their full share 
with the Church of England—I see the 
ships of Britain no longer tearing the natives 
of Africa from their parent soil, but carry- 
ing to them the arts of life, and the blessings 
of the Gospel—I see the Church of England 
surroul nded and assisted by differing, but 
respectful, and no longer hostile sects, 

extending the light of truth to the remotest 
regions of the earth; and when to these con- 
siderations we add the wonderful preserva- 
tion of the independence and constitution of 
this nation for so many years of impending 
= mger amidst the ruin which has swallow- 

dup all the surrounding states, may we 
oe indulge the hope that the religion of this 
nation 1s a portion of that Church against 
which the gates of hell shall not prevail ; 
and this country a favoured instrument of 
Providence in effecting its most sublime and 
beneficent designs? 

‘it is indeed an important crisis for the 
Church of England. Greatness and glory 
wait on her decision one way—} forbear to 
state the consequences of the contrary deci- 
sion Which you would recommend: for I 
trust the Church has already decided, and 
that the triumphs of the Bible Society, 
Which vou already compare to the enthus!- 
asm of the crusades, are but the prelude to 
hore extensive triumphs ; when this nation 
shall inde ed take up the cross—to carry not 
the sword, but the Saviour, throughout the 
v orld, and when you will be, I trust, not 
the last to cast away your unfounded appre- 
bensions, and to hail ‘with unmingiled satis- 
faction the opening of a new ara of light 

and truth.” pp. 56—58. 


We must now finish our quota- 
tions from this most admirable pub- 
lication ; but not before we have con- 
vinced “as readers, as we are confi- 
Ccut we have, that it is exactly the 
kind of answer which Dr. Marsh’s 


able pamphlet required: meeting 
the vague suggestions of the Profes- 
sor by other -suggestions happily 
thrown together, of infinite weight 
and irresistible application to the 
common sense of mankind: and yet 
carrying throughout a temper and 
spirit of conciliation which consti- 
tutes it, in our minds, a model for 
controversy. Mr. Burke’s designa~ 
tion of the ancient spirit of European 
chivalry, seems to us exactly to de 
signate that of Mr. Vansittart’s 
style, viz. the spirit of religion, and 
the spirit of a gentleman. And if, 
as in the case of acertain philosopher 
of the past age, an appeal to truth 
and common sense, in answer to in- 
renious and fine-spun speculations, 
is found to be the most galling in- 
fliction on the controversial theorist, 
we hesitate not to suspect that Dr. 
Marsh will have suffered a pang, in 
reading this letter, beyond the com- 
mon lot of men who * never decline 
a controversy.” With Dr. Clarke, 
perhaps, he may have smiled; by 
Mr. Dealtry he may have been stirr- 
ed toanger; Mr. Simeon, on whom 
we have yet to say afew words, may 
have surprised him; but Mr. Van- 
sittart must have made him blush. 

Of our present catalogue of an- 
swers to Dr. Marsh, Mr. Simeon’s 
appeared the last; and we are hap- 
py he has prefixed it to four impor- 


tant Sermons on the Excellence of 


of the Liturgy, because it enables us 
to allude to both parts of the. publi- 
cation, and thereby to aflord more 
distinctly that answer to Dr. Marsh, 
which, after all, is the best answer 
that can be given—the actual respect 
and regard in which the Liturgy Is 
held by the friends of the Bible So- 
ciety. Mr. Simeon’s answer, which 
is very simple and cogent, is wholly 
built upon this ground. It begins 


and ends with frovoking Dr. Marsh 
to prove the ract he has beep pleas- 
ed to assume, as the foun-Ation of 
all his principles, viz. tat the Li- 
turgy is omitted, and <tS omission 
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justified, in the distribution of Bibles 
by churchmen. Mr. Simeon fairly 
and truly admits the adroitness of Dr. 
Marsh’s argument, and that it is 
placed in a very imposing point of 
view ; so that the indolent and the 
prejudiced may be “ ready to think 
the pamphlet altogether unanswera- 
ble,” p. 2. But he very properly re- 
marks, “one thing is kept out of 
sight,” andinforms Dr. Marsh, “Your 
argument Is altogether founded on an 
assumption of a fact as true, which if 
inquired into, will prove false.” 

In praof of this assumption, Mr. 
Simeon appeals to the very title of 
the pamphlet: * Whatisit? An In- 
quiry into the Consequences of Ne- 
glecting to give the Prayer-book with 
the Bible. Now, either you have 
frroved that this neglect exists, or 
you have assumed its existence with- 
out proof. But where have you prov- 
ed it? Where have you even at- 
tempted to prove it?” pp. 2, 3. 

Some quotations then follow,which 
set the Professor’s hardihood of as- 
sumption, on this point, in the strong- 
£st possible light, as that in the In- 
quiry, p. 42—* I do not perceive that 
any one, except myself, has pointed 
out the danger arising to the Estab- 
lished Church from the _ practice 
(N. B. The practice) of neglect- 


‘Ing to give the Prayer-book with the 


Bible.” “(True, Sir; no one but 
yourself has had the hardihood to af- 
firm the existence of such a FACT; 
and much iess to assume it as the 
ground of all his arzuments.”) p. 5. 

Having, from other passages, clear- 
ly proved this assumption on the Pro- 
fessor in the plainest terms, Mr. Si- 
meon then, with great propriety, 
refers to another part of the Inquiry, 
in which Dr. Marsh, as if tacitly con- 
scious of his weakness in point of 
Jact, makes an appeal to “ abstract 
reasoning.” ‘Inthe preceding pa- 
ragraph,” says Dr. Marsh, “I have 
estimated the tendency of the Bible 
Society tuproduce an indifference to 
the Liturgy, among churchmen in 
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general: and I have shewn, that the 
bare connection with it is sufficient 
to produce the effect....I have ap. 
pealed to NO FACT WHATEVER: [ 
have deduced an inference by the 
sole aid of abstract reasoning.” 

Here, then, Mr. Simeon accuses 
his opponent of leaving, though un- 
intentionally he hopes, a wrong im. 
pression on the reader, as if he had 
not, which he had, assumed “a Factr 
not firroved, not sufifiorted, not dcjene 
sible, not true.”’ And this, he adds, 
ought to have been inquired into, be. 
fore he “inquired into the conse- 
quences of neglecting to give the 
Prayer-book.”’ 

‘‘ Here then, Sir, I plant my foot. You 
have assumed a fact : and it is my intention 
to inquire into that fact. I have nothing to 
do with the dispute as it is personal. my 
business is with the QuEsi1on alone. 
Were I to follow youthrough al! that rejates 
to others, my answer would swell into a vo- 
lume : I will leave to others the work of 
lopping off the branches of your argument, 
and will lay my axe to the root. You have, 
I acknowledge, shewn great skill in putting 
together vour materials, and have built a 
goodly fabric, and adorned it with some 
fine historical paintings ; and your gene- 
rous hospitality has invited all, bishops and 
clergy, statesmen and nobles, to come and 
take up their rest under its roof: but I am 
going, with permission, to examine its foun- 
dation ; and, if it prove, as 1 am persuaded 
it will, to be of sand, the sooner you aban- 
don your tottering edifice, the better.” 
pp. 8, 9. 

Mr. Simeon then proceeds, in op- 
position to Dr. Marsh’s assumptions; 
to establish two things; Ist.. That 
those clergy, who are the most zea- 
lous advocates for the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, are not 1n- 
different to the Prayer-book ; 2dly. 
That the institution and progress ol 
that Society have neither occasioned; 
nor been attended with, any neglect 
of giving away the Prayer-book. 
In establishing the first of these p0- 
sitions, Mr. Simeon particularly ad 
verts to the further unwarrantable 
assumption of the Professor, that, 
amongst the church friends of the 


Bible Society, are generally found 
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the Caivinistic clergy ; on which 
circumstance he erounds their as- 
sumed want of zeal for the English 
Liturgy. This shabsy ground, the 
readers of the “ Inquiry” well know 
that Dr. Marsh fortifies by a puerile 
appeal to certain passayes in our 
Collects, which every boy in contro- 
versy knows to be entirely reconcile- 
able with the Calvinistic hypothesis, 
and to admit of being pronounced, 
with the utmost sincerity of devo- 
tion, by every Calvinist from Gene- 
vatothe Highlands of Scotland, In 
answer to this, Mr. Simeon Js pleas- 
edto mention himsell, be has no 
doubt, as among the clergy desiz- 
nated as Calvinists (with what jus- 
tice, in its abnoxious sense, he ap- 
peals to these very sermons which 
fullow to shew.) In order, there- 
fore, which is very fair, to give to 
Dr. Marsh and the world a notion of 
the real distance between the opin- 
ions held by such gentlemen, and the 
principles of the Church of England, 
Mr. Simeon gives a long extract 
from the vreface to his own work, en- 
iitled, * Helps to Composition, or Six 
Hundred Skeletons of Sermons ;” 
assuring the public, 72 fimine, that 
Socimianism, and even Atheism it- 
self, is not farther from their real 
senliments, than such expressions as 
are often put into their mouths.* 
The extract, which 1s of some 
length, extending through sixteen 
pages, contains what we think we 
may venture to call Mr. Simeon’s 
well-known confession of faith, upon 
ihe great articles in dispute between 
Calvinists and Arminians. And if 
We abstain from offering any opin- 
“To this passage the following note is 
subjoined, 
_ “Innumerable passages of this*kind may 
be found in the Bishop of Lincotn’s Acfuta- 
tion of Calvinism. it is much to be regret- 
ted that great and good men, whom no con- 
sideration whatever could induce to be 
guilty of wilful misrepresentation, will not 
ise some more ecifectual means of ascertain- 
ing the sentiments of others, before they 
undertake to state them to the public, and 
. hold them up to the abhorrence of man- 
alld. p ad. 
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jon at present upon a statement on 
which, perhaps, our opinion al- 
ready is not unknown, it is only be- 
cause we wish not to launch Into any 
fresh, much less irrelevant, discus- 
sion. And we think all that is abso- 
lutely redevant to the present matter 
of our review, is contained in a note 
of this extract, professing Mr. Sim- 
eon’s devout attachment to the prin- 
ciples of the Church of England : and 
this is not a note set dewn, or “ new 
modelled in consequence of Dr. 
Marsh’s objections’? in the “ Ingui- 
ry,” but attached to the bedy of the 
Preface, and written, as Mr. Simeon 
lnforms us ii another note, above ten 
years aco. 

& ‘If in anv thing he erounded his senti- 
Ments pon Auman authority, it would not 
be on the dogmas of Calvin or Arminius, 
but ou the Articles and Henmilies of the 
Church of England. He has the happiness 
to say, that he does ex anzmo, from his in- 
most soul, believe the doctrines to which he 
has subscribed: but the reason of his be- 
hevine them is not, that they are mace the 
Creed ofthe Established Church, but, that 
he finds them manifestly contained in the 
Sacred Oracles.’” pp. 12, 15. 

f, to this statement, any one 
should invidiously object that the 
word Liturgy is omitted amongst the 
sources of Church-of-E.ngland doc- 
trine, Mr. Simeon supplies that de- 
ficiency by proceeding to remind 
Dr. Marsh, that about seven years 
ago, he (Dr. Marsh) preached be- 
fore the university a set of sermons, 
in which he was supposed to arraign 
the sentiments of the clergy refer- 
red to. On that occasion, besides a 
request urgently and repeatedly 
made to the Professor to print those 
sermons, Mr. Simeon thought fit to 
preach and to publish “ his Church- 
man’s Confession, or an Appeal to 
the Liturgy.’ Had Dr. Marsh even 
complied with that request, Mr, 
Simeon informs us it was his inten- 
tion to have brought the sentiments 
of the Professor to the test of the 
Liturgy. And “ this, Sir,” he con- 
tinues, ** will at least shew you, that, 


lone before the present controversy 
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Lirurcy for My sentiments ; and 
that if your sermons had been pub- 
lished, they would have been brought 
to that test. Does this look like in- 
dierence to the Liturgy on the part 
of those whom you cali the Calvin- 
istic clergy ?”’ p. 32. 

But a sill stronger racr remains 
in the history of the very sermons 
now before us, attached to this pres. 
ent ** Answer.’’ Of these sermons, 
which we despair of being able to 
enter upon at all adequately to their 
merits, our readers must be conient 
with the following briefaccount. In 
the month of November last, Mr. 
Simeon, being called upon to preach a 
course Of sermons belore the Univer- 
sity, chose for his subject THE Ex- 
CELLENCY OF THE LITURGY. ‘These 
Mr. Simeon had then no present in- 
tention of publishing, as on other ac- 
counts, so principally, because he had 
written them as a preface to a work 
not yet appearing*. And it is to be 
particularly observed, that, baving 
been preached in November, these 
sermons could bave had no connec- 
tron even with Dr. Marsh’s first ad- 
dress, published on the 25th of No- 
vember: whilst, on the other hand, 
that address, 7aéimaiing a neglect of 
the Liturey in the members of the 
Bible Society, must bave come forth 
during, or subsequent, to the delive- 
ry of these very sermons by Mr. Sim- 
eon. The pornt here at issue, it 1s to 
be observed, is nice. Either Mr. 
Simeon wasa little too late to be able 
to say with fairness, that his sermons 
were not delivered in consequence of 
the above-mentioned charge, or Dr. 
Marsh was a little too late to vindi- 
cate hisown fairness in suchacharge, 
pending the delivery of such sermons 
by sucha person, belore the vniversi- 
ty. We appeal vot to Mr. Simeon’s 
own assertion, that on his part ‘ 20 
such accusation could frossibly be fore- 
seen.” But we simply appeal toa 


* «Tt will consist of eight or ten volumes, 
similar to those already published, and 
treating of all the finest passages of Scrip- 
ture through the whole Bible.” 


[ M ay, 


comparison of dates: and from this 
it will most evidently appear, that 
Mr. Simeon was just in time, and the 
Margaret Professor just too late. 

We dare not trust ourselves to en- 
ter upon the contents of these excel- 
lent sermons: nor, indeed, to state 
more than the very felicitous text on 
which they are erected, from Deut, 
vy. 28,29. ‘ They have well said all 
that they have spoken: O that there 
were such an heart in them +” Any 
analysis, however short, we feel 
would earry us not only beyond the 
limits we must propose to ourselves 
in the present already extended ar- 
ticle, but also into that very guilt of 
irrelevancy from which we have just 
stated a wish to preserve on topics, 
in the present consideration of the 
matter of fact. 

Mi. Simeon, to relieve himself 
from any ilil-grounded charge of pre- 
sumpuon in offering himself as the 
representative of a party, proceeds to 
refer Dr. Marsh to other persons, 
invidiously distinguished as the Cal- 
vinistic clergy. ‘ Who among the 
clergy,’ he well asks, “are they that 
are conunually making their appeal 
to the Articles, the Homllies, and the 
Liturgy of the Church of England? 
Who are they that write and preach 
expositions of the Liturgy ? Who 
are they that read the Homilies to 
their congregations ?” &c. “ This 
zeal for what you so often call the 
resis of a CuurcHuMAn, Is, above 
ali things, characteristic of those 
very clergy.” p. 36. 

He then instances the well-known 
names of Mr. Walker, of Truro; of 
Mr. Biddulph ; of Mr. Rogers ; of 
Mr. Basil Woodd, as expositors and 
advocates of the English Liturgy; 
of whom the three latter live to an- 
swer any charge of unsound church: 
mapship which Dr. Marsh may have 
to bring against them or their writ- 
ings. And he appeals to the great 
body of the clergy called Calvinistics 
and even to their enemies, if these 
writings do not speak the sentiments 
ofthe body. “I <o not say you 
may. not find an insulated instance 
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io the contrary ; for there 1s no body 
of men in the world, amongst whom 
you cannot select some few who have 
scarcely any resemblance to the 
rest; “but if this,’ he adds, “ be 
subversive of my position, then a 
Mr. Stone, among the clergy, proves 
the clergy at large to be Socinians.” 
, 39. 

Mr. Simeon, in his second head, 
examines the Professor’s assertion in 
respect to the Bible Society. We 
know by experience it produces the 
effect of bringing the Liturgy into 
neglect.””>._ 6 On your proof of this 
asseruion”’ (replics Mr. Simeon.) “1 
am content to rest the whole ques: 
tion.”? Dr. Marsh would rejoin by re- 
ferring to the scanty experience af- 
forded him in the speeches at the 
Cambridge meeting. Mr. Simeon 
clullenges him to a broader ground 
and fairer test: ‘Has the sale of 
Prayer-books then diminished since 
the establishment of this Society °” 
Mr. Simeon properly ¢dexntifics the 
neglect of the Liturgy with the neg- 
lect of its distribution. And then 
with a call, which Dr. Marsh before 
has learnt the prudence of not an- 
swering, he conunues—* J call upon 
vou, Sir, to establish this fact. The 
public hasa right to demand it at your 
hands....1 dare you to the produc- 
tion of the proof: or rather, to save 
you the trouble, I will furnish you 
with absolute proof to the contrary.” 
On an average of five years before, 
and five years after the establishment 
ofthe Bible Society, it appears, in the 
former period, 66,798 Prayer-books 
had been sold from Bartlett's Build- 
ings ; in the latter period, 90,169, ex- 
clusive of 11,000 additiona! Psalters. 
And in the two last years of the laiter 
Deriod, compared with the two frst of 
the former, the increase of Prayer- 
books sold has been 15,542. “So 
accurate is your KNOWLEDGE, and so 
unguestionable your EXPERIENCE, of 
the al arming DECREASE in the sale of 
Pray er- poversey occasioned by this new 
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Upon the ground of these facts 
Mr. Simeon proceeds, we must add, 
with no sparing hand, to administer 
that medicine to the Professor, which 
is sometimes, with great eflect, ap- 
plicd at school to boys found re- 
peatedly out of bounds : and in an- 
swer to a possible suggestion in re- 
turn, that this increased sale of Pray- 
er-books nay not have ariscn from 
the increased exertions of the Bible- 
society-members of Bartlett’s Butid- 
ings, he challenges the fullest in- 
guiry, with a view to ascertain the 
point. To this chalenge is sub- 
joined the following pote, which we 
gladly take up into the text, with a 
View toexplain a circumstance we al- 
luded to in our number of last month, 


*“ As it Is poate tl iat a circumstance re” 
lating to myself may give you occasion to re- 
present me as no frien d to the Society for 
promoting Christian Knowledge, f will here 
mention it, though it has no connection 
whatever with the subject. 1 once had the 
honour of being a member of that society 
myself: but afterwards, for reasons which 
appeared to me Satisfactory at the time, I 
withdrew my name. Altering, however, my 
Opinion some time after, above twenty years 
ago, 1 wished to renew my subscription ; 
and the late Dean of Ely, Dr. Cooke, then 
Provost of King’s College, had undertaken 
to propose me. But on mentioning it tothe 
Rev. Secretary of that Society, he found a 
doubt suggested whether my name would 
be re-admitted. Ofcourse, | did not choose 
to be proposed, if there was the smallest 
chance of a repulse; and have beendeterred 
from offering myself by that consideratich 
ever since. But though I have not offered 
myself, I, nearlytwo years ago, recommend- 

ed my brother to become a member ; and 
if you, Sir, will dome the honour to propose me 
( for with your recommendation I can be in no 
canger of a repulse, ) I shall be happy in be- 
ing again united to that Society, and in Co- 
operating in alt their Lenevolent designs.” pp. 
51, 52. 

Alluding, then, to the zeal for tlie 
Liturgy, which Mr. Simeon strongly 
Maintains to exist In the breast even 
of the most zealous Diblists, he thus 
prececds. 

“One argument may arise to you out of 


my own siatemeuts, mcon trovertible, and 
which, in your promised Appendix, may be 
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stated thus : 
Christian Knowledge furnishes  Praver- 
books to its members at a very low rate ; 
and has been enabled to do so fora hundred 
years Without exhausting or dinunisting its 
funds > but, since the imstitution of the Brit- 
ish and Foreign Bible societs, the demand 
tor Prayver-books has ereneed to such an 
extent, that the funds of the Society for pro- 
motig Christian Knowledge cannot supply 
them: and, unless these members of the 
British and Foreign Bibie Society who be- 
long to the Established Church, leave that 
Socicty, the Society for promoting Christian 
Knowledge will be utteily rumed?” pp. 
4, 35. 

We have gnoted this simply, in 
ordc: to mention to our readels, that, 
in addition to the hopes expressed 
by Mr. Simeon, that such an adver- 
tiscment may stimulate us to excr- 
tion for the sugmenung of the reve- 
nues ol the old society ; Wwe have to 
state a proposal upon similar grounds, 
jor the actual formation oi a new 
Church-ol-Eneland Society, which 
shall have for its sole ovyect the as- 
sistance of that in Bartleiw’s Build- 
ings, in the department of distribut- 
ing the Liturgy and Homuics of our 
Church. Whe prospectus ts now be- 
fore the public : and we conceive it 
io be warrani enough for the claims 
which such an institution adlvaiicesy 
not only on the purrenage e oi the pub- 
lic, but on that of the Society for pro- 
moting Chrisuan Knowledge itself, 
that lt proposes to distribute those 
Looks alt a cheaper rate than itis pos- 
sible to expect, or even wish, from 
the already overcharged funds of that 
Important Society. It appears to 
be the farthest possible trom the 
wish of those, who ineditate this 
new justitution, to decoy away the 
members ofthe old Bidleand Prayer- 
hock Society, by holding out to 
them a plan, simpler in its operation, 
aud cisjuiued from the coufessedly 
important departments of tracts and 
missions, The experience of seven 
years now forbids the fear, that in- 
creased zeal and exertions, in one 


particular department, will draw off 


the sources of emoluiment and sup- 
port, to which older and more gen- 
cral societies are to be considered 


‘The Society for promoting: 


| May, 


as entitled almost by the right of 
prescription. And should such an 
invicious construction be put upon 
the meditated exeruons in this new 
channel, we think that nothing more 
need be added to the = statement 
above, to confute it, save only this 
further considcration, that such an 
institution may be fairly suid to have 
erown out of the voluntary attacks 
made by sume members of Bartlett's 
Buildings, upon ad the members of 
the British and Foreign Lible Socie- 
ly. ‘Phe only fraciicad answer they 
are adde to afford to the imputations 
and aspersicns cast Wiihout reserve 
upon theie churchmanship, Is to join 
hands ano bearts with the institution 
huw proposed. It wiil be an answer 
wa Aiud 3 abd what is better sull, it 
will be un answer in Adicnuess. And 
to the loudest and most angry excla- 
mations of their oppouents, it will 
chable them to reply, in the true 
spirit of the Church of England, 
‘To your reproaches we answer 
nothing ; but to your arguments we 
reply, by pointing to our efforts in 
the establishment of a new Liturgy 
and Hlomily Society.”’ In short, we 
conceive the proposal to arise from a 
pure spiiit of christian conciliation. 
Aud we consider it as not among the 
ileast favourable symptoms of sucha 
spirit, we had almost said universal- 
ly, spreading amongst Christians of 
the present day. Had such a proposal 
as this come immediately from Dr. 
Marsh biinself, or trom those avow- 
ed and exclusive advocates of the 
ancient SOCIELY, who, we conceive, 
would rejoice in every honest means 
of augmenting, even by saving its 
exeruons, we have already expres: 
sed our contident opinion that every 
church friend of the Bible Society 
would have wished it God speed, 
and been ready according to his 
ability to support it. Let us hopes 
that though the former names are 
not bow found amongst its first pre 
moters, they will not be long wal 
ing in the fulfilment of their part © 
the poapncer- I.ct us hope they 
will avoid the only Jine of conduct 
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which any one, or all of these, 
naturally congenial societies, can be 
converted Into enemies, or even into 
yivals. The ume is coming (God 
himself is pledged to it) when * Eph- 
yaim shall notenvy Judah, and Judah, 
shall not vex Ephraim.” Why may 
not the Church of England, at this 
critical juncture, give the signal for 
sucha gloricus consummation! Why 


may not even Dr. Marsh himself 


hasten its approach! Why may not 
the various colours of these new and 
still multiplying exertions in the 
cause of Christ, harmoniously blend 
in the production of the great result 
—why not form (ict us be excused 
the thought) a “bow in the cloud,’’ 
ceiving happy presage of the final 
conclusion of the storm: Glad shall 
we be to admit into this union, not 
confusion, of colours, even the re- 
moter line which marks the place 
of our dissenting brethren. We haii, 
with sincere pleasure, the candour 
of Dr. Marsh, in all his allusions to 
that body. And we do not despair, 

(hat, as On the ground of the Litur- 
ey with his fellow-churchmen, so on 
that of the Bible with his fellow- 
Christians, he may still be found will- 
ing to unite his exertions for the pur- 
pose of giving * Glory to God in the 
highest,’? promoting (not toleration 
only, but) “peace on earth,’ and 
extending (not to the injury but to 
the honour of his own country) the 
substantial fruits of ‘ sood-will to- 
wards all mankind.’ 

Having given, in substance, the 
“guments of Mr. Simcon’s pam- 
phlet, we need only forufy our bum- 
ble Wishes in regard to Dr. Marsh, 
‘ya similar invitation held out tohim, 
‘8 conclusion, by this able writer. 
“Ilaving seen this union, &c. has not 
produced an indifference to the Li- 
‘rev, &e., we may Row expect that 
you will yourself become a subscri- 
cr to the New Society... Phis will 
de to act agrecable to the advice 
Which you yourself have given. 


| “And Tecan venture to assure you, that 
“© accession of such a champion to that so- 
ely will be hailed ane t that of another 
‘id to the armies of Isracl; they will 


fear no Goliath, when they see you, with 
your sling and stone, ready to defend them: 
or rather, it will be like the accession of 
Paul to the church; who, after having 
‘verily thought that he ovght to do many 
things contrary to the't name of Jesus, did 
them?’ with all his cng 3 but, oi a convic- 
tion of his error, * became a preacher of 
the faith which once be destroyed, ” p. 59. 


We must be excused, “ at this late 
hour,’ from offering a lengthened 
(which it deserves,) or, Indeed, any 
commendation, of this powerful and 
* single-handed” reply to Dr. Marsh. 
We wish to spend our few remain- 
ing moments ip promoung our read- 
ers’ attention to this long article, by 
bringing into their sight, at the end 
of it, what may not undeservedly cb- 
tain the name of neetry. Placed In 
tiis situation, we hope it may serve 
to decoy them through the * waste 
and howhny’’ pages of controversy, 
as the traveiler is berutled onward 
in the desert, by the distant prospect 
of some tlowcry mead or verdant 
bower, to recruit his jaded spirits. 
Nor are we afraid our traveller will 
be disappointed when he actually 
arrives at such couplets as the fol- 
lowing descviption of * Trees, the 
planting of the Lord,’ which shali 
hereafter flourish in the most dis- 
tant lands, by the instrumentality of 
the Bible Society. 


‘The plants inserted by my hanas, 

In other soils, in elistant lands 

Shall root themselves, and soon, hke me, 
Produce their sacred progeny ; 

Trees, like the druid caks of Vore, 
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Our reacers will perceive the style 

be that of Hudibrastics, which, 
we have to liiorm them, are levelled 
satyrically at the oppesers of the 
Bible Society, and are, in seme other 
parts of the picce, more charactcrix. 
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that our worthy Professor, as all ex- 
tremes meet, gave symptoms of a 
fiuritan smack about him. It is not 
a little entertaining to ourselves, 
therefore, to catch the Professor, on 
a sudden, fairly buckled up for war- 
fare, in the trimmings of another 
Sir Hudibras, and not sent forth, in- 
deed, but remaining stoutly at home, 
to conduct the backward and defen- 
sive combat, which has been assign- 
ed him in this civil war. We are 
only sorry, that, by some unworthy 
metamorphose, this redoubted cham- 
pion should be converted, by our 
fable (which it is), into a dog in the 
manger. We should most gladly 
have opened the door to our readers 
upon a more attractive sight: and 
this more particularly, as we co not 
think the Professor himself, for the 
honour of the Society in Bartlett’s 
Buildings, would aliow us to say, 
that it is not himself which is in- 
tended tn the parallel, but only that 
venerable Society. Asit is, we have 
only to discharge our task, as re- 
viewers, with the utmost delicacy 
possible ; and to disclaim, both on 
our own part, and, we may venture 
to say, on the part of the author, all 
intention of imputing, either to that 
Society or to its most injudicious ad- 
vocates, more of the canine dispeosi- 
tion than shall be strictly in unison 
with the idea maintained in this 
noted fable. 

The fable has a double applica- 
tion ; first, to those who when they 


“See others work where they refuse, 
And save the souls their follies lose ; 

They shew their teeth—display their fists, 
Dubthehard workers Methodists,” &c., &c. 


and then to the “Old Institution” 


[May, 


above-mentioned, who is made to 
“scold”? the new Society, we are 
sorry to Say, in terms but too appro- 
priate to the language of some of 
her exclusive friends, for uniting with 
persons 


‘Who hold such notions ‘bout the church, 
They poison every book they touch. 
Yon't tell me that a Broadbrim’s Bible 
Isn’t on the other quite a libel ; 

That Baptists don’t blot out the verses, 
And turn the blessings into curses. 

Only that Bible’s good, I say, 

Which good sound churchmen give away, 
Tell what vou will to foolish people, 

Your plan’s to batter down the steeple, 
To pull down all our gothic abbeys ; 
Perhaps to unbaptize our babies.” p. 5. 


To which the younger lady replies, 
after asserting her right to do what 
ood she can in the world, 


“Troll 


My golden car from pole to pole ; 
Where’er a suppliant hand is found 
Scatter my sacred volumes round: 

Rid every ‘Tand forget its ills, 

Change shiveri ing rocks to verdant hills ; 


Bid softer suns in Lapland rise, 

Light wintry months with summer skies ; 
Afric forgets her many woes, 

Her desert blushes with the rose; 

The faint East drinks the cooling wind; 


Unchang’d the place,--but chang’d the mind.” 
p. 6. 


We should have been happy to 
conclude with wishing the Margaret 
Professor heartily farewell; but we 
fear that he will not fail to redeem 
iis pledge of caliing us to a renewal 
of an unpleasant task. Indeed, while 
we are Closing our review, the pub- 
Jication of his much-expected, and 
long-delayed, Appendix, is annouuc- 
ed. But we dare not venture, at 
present, to bestow even a glance 
upon it. 
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LITERARY AND PiILOSOPHICAL INTELLIGENCE, 
Sc. Se. 


rIBNAT BRITAIN. 

Inthe press: Pie Life of Bissaet, Bishop 
of Meanx, by A Batier, Esq ;—Uhe Life 
ofthe Rev. (& Lindsey, by the Rev. To Bei- 
sitemi— AW imoroved echition of the Rev. 
W. Bennet’s Essay on the G: spel Disnen- 
satin) s—and A new 8vo. edition of the en- 
tive Works of Dr Watts. 

Preparing tor the press: A Catalogue 
Ruisonneé of the early printed Books in the 
Liwarv ofthe Earl of Spencer, with Notes, 
Fac-s.miles, &c by the Rev. TF. Dibdin, 
i, 2 vos super royal 8vo., price to Sub- 
seibers Hive guineas;—A Review of the 
Fivancial Ooerations of the Court of Bra- 
zii, siace its Establishment in South Aine- 
rica; —A Uranslation of Michaelis’s work 
onthe Mosaic Law, 


An office has been opened at No. 23, Ar- 
tille-y Place, Westminster, under the su- 
perniendence of Matthew Martin, Esq. the 
primary obtect of which is, to obtain infor- 
math mon the cause 3, nature, and extent, of 
Mencheity, with a view to the menctuetion 
ofa nian. for the suppression or bergaury, 
the diminution of parish burdens, and the 
relief of the poor, on more favourable terms 
to the public. © But though, (says Mr. 
Martin), the ebject of the inquiry be, pro- 
fessedly and primarily, the acquisition of in- 
formation on gre causes and extent of the 
evil, with a view to the adoption of a re- 
gular and permanent plan, for general re- 
lief of the objects, and the eventual sup- 
pression of begeary, rather than to furnish 


a mere temporary palliative of individual 
distress ; yet, in looking into so many cases 
of c :omplicated and extreme misery, many 
must occur, in which some immediate re- 
lief will be indispensably requisite.’ Con- 
tributions, therefore, will be received, and 
tickets may be had, at the office, and at Mr. 
Hatchard’s, No. 190, Piccadilly, in parcels 
of ten, twenty, thirty, &c. at the price of 
three-pence each, to be distributed to beg- 
gars, and serve as directions and tickets of 
admission to the office. No beggar to be 
admitted at the office without a ticket, and 
each beggar, so admitted, to receive the 
value of the ticket at least. 

The Chancellor’s two goll medals, for 
the best proficients in classical learning 
amongst the commencing Bachelors of 
Arts, at Cambridge, have been adjudged to 
Me. T.S. Gussett, of Trinity College, a scho- 
lar on Lord Craven’s foundation, and Mr.C. 
Neal, of St John’s, the senior wrangler. 

Mr. Bullock has re-opened his Museum in 
Piccadilly, for the advancement of the sci- 
ence of Natural History, under the title of 
the London Museum, in a style of magnifi- 
cence which has added an ornament to the 
metropolis. In most departments, the sub- 


jects have been doubled in number; the 


specimens are choice, in the highest possi- 
ble preservation, and are arranged accord. 
ing tothe Linnean system. They consist of 
about 135,000 species of quadrupeds, birds, 
reptiles, fishes, insects, corals, &c. collected 
during twenty years of unwearied exertion, 
and at an expense exceeding 30,000/. 


List OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


THEOLOGY. 

Ansver to Ward’s Errata of the Protes- 
lant Bible. By the Rev. Mr. Grier. 4to. 
lds. fine paper, 21s. 

Vndieation of Churchmen, who become 
Members of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, By the Rev. J. Otter 1s. 

Twelve Sermons on various Subjects, By 
the Rev. Dr. stokes. 8yvo 10s. od. 

Observations on select Places of the Old 
Testament By the Rev. J. Vansittart. 5s. 

The Bishop of Chichester’s Sermon be- 
fore the House of Lords, Feb. 5, 1812. 

Scripture History, or a brief Account of 
the Old and New Testament. 12mo. 3s. 

» Hist orv of Dissenters, from the Revolu- 

ion in 1688 to the Year 1808, Vol. Ve 


Sv0, 13s. 


Lectures upon Portions of the Old Tes- 
tament, intended to :llusirate Jewish His- 
tory. Bythe Rev. Mr. ill) 8vo. 12s. 

Reports of the General Meeting at Yor! 
for the Purpose of forming an Auxili: ur So. 
ciety in support of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society. 1s. 6d. 

Glory of Israel : a Sermon. By J. Col- 
lyer. Is. 6¢. 

Heaven's Alarm, or the World and the 
Latter Sign: in ‘l’wo Sermons, preached at 
Boston, New England. By W. Mather 
Is. 6d. 

Prayers for private Families. By H. 
Worthington. 1s 

A Defence of Modern Calvinism ; con- 


taining an Examination of the Bishop of 


Lincoln’s Work, entitled a Refutation os 
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Calvinism. Dy 
12s. 


Village Sermons. 


der, vol. LY, 
Letters 


Amusements. Is. Sd, 
A Treatise on the Govern: 
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Conmtics, | Males. | Females.) ‘Total. 
Anglesey - | 17,467 19,625! 37,099 
Brecon -| 18,529] 19/998] 37,750 
Cardigan - | 923.793 26,539! 50,339 
Carmarthen | 36,080 41, 1S 77,217 
Carnarvon | 23,241! 95.778 49,019 
Denbigh - | 3 5129] 33,111 64,249 
Flint | 22,712 23,806} 46,518 
Glamor fran | 39,375) 41,890 81,268 
Merioneth 14,. 308 | 16,616) 30,994 
Montgomery 24,760{ 25,846! 50.606 
Pembroke 27,453f 33.162 60,615 
Radnor. 10.57) 11.228 21,799 

Totals + | 259,414} 317 1966 607,380 

SCOTLAND. 

Aberdeen -} 60.973 75,930! 136,903 
Argyl . | 40,675; 44,910] 85,505 
Ay r - 48,506 55,4481 103,954 
Banff ~f  14,911} 19,189] 34,100 
Berwick - 14,466 16,513 30,779 
Bute - 5,545 6,488; = 12,035 
Caithness - 10,608 12.611) 23,419 
Clackmanan S.73S 6,295 12,010 
Dumbarton 11,569 12,820] 24,189 
Dumtries 29,347] 33.613 62,960 
Edinburgh | 64,903! 83,541] 148,444 
Elcein ‘ | 2,401} 15,7071 28,108 
Fite ° 45,9081 55,304 101,272 
Portir . | 48,151] 59,113) 107,264 
Haddington | 14,232{ 16,932] 31,164 
Inverness - | 335,749 42,666| 78,415 
Kincardine | 12,580} 14,8561 97,439 
Kinross - 3,466 3,779 7,249 
Kirkeudbrig.| 15,788] 17,896] 33. om 
Lanark -| 88,688} 103,064] 191.7 
Linlithgow 8,874] 10,577 19481 
Nairn . 3,530 4,721 8,251 
Ork.&Shetld.! 20,151} 26,002 46,153 
Peebles -j{ 4,846] 5,080 9,935 
Perth - | 61,034] 71,059] 135,093 
Renfrew - | 41,060] 50,636] 92,595 
Ross & Crom. 97,640 33,213} 60,850 
Roxburgh - | 17,113] 90,117] 37,250 
Se! kirk ‘ 2,750{ 3,139} 5,839 
Sterling - | 27,745] 30.429] 58, 174 
Sathoroud 10,488] 13,141} 23,629 
Wigtown 12,205 14,686 26,89! 

Totals - | 825,377 | 979,487] 1,604,864 
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RELIGIOUS 


2RITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOC/JETY. 


On the 6th instant, the British and Foreign 
Bible Society held its Bighth Anniversary 
at Freemason’s Hall. The attendance was 
so numerous, that the Hall was filled al- 
jwost immediately after the doors were 
opened ; and many hundreds, among whom 
we regret to say were the Earl of Hard- 
wicke, and several members of Parliament, 
and other gentlemen, were unable to obtain 
admission. At 12 o’clock, Lord Veign- 
mouth, the president, opened the business 
of the day by reading the Eighth Report; 
which, from the variety and importance of 
the facts it enumerated, and the very ani- 
mated and impressive sentiments with 
which it concluded, may justly be consider 
ed the most interesting and valuable of 
those compilations for which the Society 
is indebted to the able, pious, and indefati- 
cable exertions of its truly Cliristian presi- 
dent. His Lordship having brought it to a 
close, delivered a brief and impressive ad- 
dress ; and proceeded to read a letter from 
the Bishop of Durham, wherein that excel- 
lent prelate expressei| his deep regret at 
being prevented, by the state of his he alih, 
atso advanced a period of life, from at- 
tending the meeting of a society in which 
he took so cordial an inte rest, and desired 
that a draft for 50/. mi ight he accepted as 
his proxy. ‘The Bishop of Kildare, a vice- 
president of the society, then moved, that 
the Report should be adopted and printed, 
The Bishop prefaced this motion by an ad- 
mirable speech, in which he st ated thie 
vant and acceptability of the Scriptures, 
according’ to tne authorized version, not 
oaly among the Protestsatts, but also amoug 
very many of the Roman Catholhes in Ine. 
land, and spoke in terms of | igh commen. 
dation of the exertions made bythe Hiber- 
nian Bible Society of Dublin to mect the 
exigency. The Bishop asseried, that the 
ignorance which prevailed in that country 
onthe subject of religion was not to be 
conceived, that the doctrines of the Refur- 
mation were utterly unknown in many parts 
of it. His lordship then described, in a 
very feeling manner, the recent accession of 
2 Professor of Maynooth to the Protestant 
Established Church ; and concluded by an 
afiecting appeal on behalf of a people who 
needed ¢ so greatly the assistance of the So- 
cicty, and were so prepared to profit by it. 
The Earl of Hard wicke, having been pre- 
‘ented by the crowd from entering the Hall, 
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INTELLIGENCE. 


despatched a letter (which was read to the 
meeting), wherein his lordship expressed 
his regret at being compe lled to retire, and 
the more so because it had been his inten- 
tion to move the resclution of thanks to the 
president. Mr. Wilberforce, atter acvert- 
ing to the snddenness with which the duty 
of making that motion had devolved on 
him, delivered a speech which would de- 
serve to be classed with the happiest of bis 
eflusions on any preceding anniversary. He 
complimented the noble president on being 
the cenive of the largest relgious circle 
which the world had ever witnessed. * Lit- 
tle cid vour lordship expect,” said Mr W., 
‘when vou returned to your native coun- 
trv, to enjoy that ease and rc tirem ent which 
Your pe ublic labours in so arduous 2 goyern- 
iment had earned, that so high and useful a 
destination was veserved for you as that to 
which your lordship has been called” Mr. 
W. nen proceeded to descant, vith his 
usual elo “ome nee and teeling, on the scene 
which he vy hed the satisfaction to wit- 
Hess, nein it with the stormy and tu- 
muituous scenes in which so great a part 
of his time is spent. He se -cmed to have 
entered a higher region, and to have left 
the clouds and storms of this lower world 
beneath him. The institution appeared to 
him very apily described in those beautiful 
lines of Go! dsmith : 


As seme tell chill, that lifts its awful form, 

Swells from the vale, and midway leaves 
the storm : 

‘Though round its breast the rolling clouds 
are spread, 

I:ternal sunshine settles on its head. 


The Bishop of Cloyne seconded the mo- 
tion. 

The Rev. Dr. Winter, in moving the 
thanks to the vice-presidents, delivered 
judicious and candid speech, in which he 
described, in very appropriate terms, the. 
happy union of Christian parties which this 
society exhibited. Lord Calthorpe and Sir 
Thomas Baring, in severally seconding this 
and a preceding motion, delivered ‘their 
sentiments briefly, but in avery feeling and 
impressive manner. The Bisliop of Meath, 
a vice-president, moved the th anks to the 
Committee, in a speech of great energy. 
His lordship concurred with the Bisho 1p of 
Kildare in representing the state of Ireland 
as deeply needing the benefit which it was 
in the power of this society te impart. The 
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Bishop remarked, that only the skirts of 
that cloud charged with ferti:zing show- 
ers, to which the noble president bad com- 
pared this benevolent society, lad yet 
extended to Ireland. His lordship expres- 
sed the warmest satisfaction at witnessing 
- numerous a meeting, united thus cordi- 
ly and ardently on an object of so much 
importance, and assurec d them that he 
should endeavour to impart a similar im- 
pres ssion to the clergy of that diocese which 
constituted the sp here of his labours. 

The Right Hon. N. Vansittart, MP. se- 
conded the motion of thanks to the Com- 
mittee in a speech distinguisiied by his 
customary candour, ability, aud discrumima- 
tion. He bore the strongest testimony, 
from his own personal experience, to the 
industry and harmony of the Commitiee, 
and the uniformity with which, merging 
all peculiarities of religious sentiment, they 
pursued the great object of their appoini- 
ment. ' 

The thanks to e treasurer were moved 
7 C. Grant, Esq M. P. and seconded by 

tr. Babington, sq. M.P. ina short but 
perunent speech, delivered under the in- 
convenience of a cold which aimost sup- 
pressed his utterance 

The Bishop of Norwich then rose, and 
moved the thanks to the Secretaries. His 
lordship stated, that he could bear his tes- 
timony to their zeal; and proceeded to ex- 
patiate on their services, to which himself 
had been witness,with that simplicity, teel- 
ing, and liberality, by which be is 30 much 
dis sieiush shal, 

Mr. Steinkopff, in returning thanks, ad- 
dressed the meeting briefly with that Chiis- 
tian pathos which characterise all lis ad- 
dresses. 

Dr. Brunmark, (Chaplain to the Swedish 
amdassy) then came forward, and aiter ap- 
pewaing, as a foreigner, to the wlsloen ce of 
‘ieuce, delivered a very sensible, pi- 
— and impressive address. He particu- 

arized the services which the Society had 
by promoting the printing of the 
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Scriptures in the Swedish, Lanonese, and 
Finntsh languares; and deseribed the va- 
lue of these services, and the gratitude 
with which they were felt, in a most inte- 
resting manne? > 

The Rev, Mr. Huches followed, and of- 
fered his thanks to the meeting on behalf 
of himself and his colleagues, to whom he 
Was not move united in office and in labour, 
than in respect and affection. Mr Haghes 


closed an excellent address by glancing at 
the advantages which would result from 
this society to Britain, whatever might be 
her destination, If she were to remain the 
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arbitress of nations, she would have the 
Means of extensive usefulness, and bea 
source of happiness to the world. If, on 
the contrary, her ¢ nection with other na- 
tious should be destroyed, if she should ex. 
pericnce such a reverse as to cut oil the 
means of bercommercial wealth and freat- 
ness, she would have within herseli those 
resources which would sustain her under 

calamity, and make national adversity con- 
tribute to her improvement 

Lhe Bishop of Saiisbury expressed the 
cordial satisfaction with which he took a 
share in the duties of this interesting : era 
sion ; _ moved the thanks of the mect: ing 
to the Synod of Glasgow, and the seve; al 
Synods, "Shen, &ec., in North Bri. 
tain, for their lberal contributions and 
support. 
the Rev. T. White, M. A. 

Henry Thornton, Esq, M. P. then came 
forwerd, and moved thanks to the severg 
Auxillary Societies, &e. In deing this he 
entered into a detailed and very jud: cious 
consideration of the advantages at ising 
y to the funds and operations of the iil 
stitution from the establishment of Aunili- 
ary Socicties. He appealed to the , prodi- 


ia? 


~- 


gious item in the cash account of 24.813/ 
5s. 10d. furnished by Auxiliary Societies 


alone, in justification of his statement ; and 


afier explaining, in a variety of ways, the 
solid and permanent benefits connected 
with this system of localization, concluded 
a very able, luminous, and highly satisfac. 
tory speech, by representing the several 
Ausiliary Societies as possessing clams to 
the warmest gratitude cat le meeting. 
Lord Gambier then rose, and moved the 
thanks to the Conresponding Committee in 
Bengal. In doing this, his lordship apolo- 


ised for his inability to support the motion 


as it deserved. The profession of arms, his 
lordship observed, was not Soreneslle to 


of public speaking. He did, bow- 
ever, consider it a grest honour to perform 
the lowest office in this society : and, there- 
fore, trusting that his feelings would be ac- 
cepted as an atonemen! for the deficiency 
. his expression, he should satisiy himself 
iin $i doi uy offering the resolution which 
he held in his hand to their adoption. C. 
Grant, Esq, M_ P., seconded the motion. 
The Rev. it bn Townsend (of Bermond- 
sev), in Moving x the thanks to those gentle- 
men who had ‘contributed books to ‘the li- 
brary, delivered a very candid and pleasing 
address, fe was followed by the Rev Mr. 
Simeon (of Cambri iZe } whe ‘adveried ¥ ith 


much fecling to those labourers in the East, 
Messrs. Martyn and Thomason, who = 
commenced their pastoral duties in t 


This motion was seconded by 
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service of his own church, and whom he 
regarded with the atiection of a brother, 
the Bishop of Norwich having moved 
the thanks to Lord ‘Teignmouth, for his 
Lordsiip’s conduct in the chair, Mr. Gwen 


came forward, and closed the business of 


the day by an animated address. He con 
gre ‘ulated the m ere on the services 
which had been rendered this day to the 
eause Of the Society, by Irish and English 
relates, by the defenders of our couniry 
(alluding to Lord Gambier), and (pointing 
to Messrs. Vansittart, Wilberforce, and #. 
Phornton,) by the enlighteners and libera- 
tors of mankind. Mr, O. then called upon 
the meeting to take a view of the Society 
in reference to the agents which it had cal- 
led into employment, the various scenes in 
which it was acting its dignified part, and 
the objects Gn which its kindness was ex- 
tended. The cirect advantare of this so- 
ciety was, he suid, scarcely greater thanthe 
contingént benefit which resulted tmcirect- 
lyirom it. While civil polity snd social 
happiness were ultimately promoted, it 
was impossible not to see and admire in 
what degree religion profited by the influ- 
ence of such an association. ‘Ihe corres- 
pondence which it elicited, and the testi- 
monies which it collected from every part 
of: ie world, were so many depositions from 
ident and concurring witnesses to 

ruth, the power, and the exccilence of 
Chiistiamity. After a train of remarks, 1}- 
lustrative of these positions, Mr. O. con- 
cluded, by urging the membe:s to take en- 


? 
' 


couragement from the triumphs which they 
had witnessed o— day. ‘ Be ve stead- 
iast,” said Mr. ‘ unmoveable—always 
iad’ in this we of the Lord: foras- 
much as ye Anew that your labour has not 
been, is not, nor ever will be, in vain—in 
the Lord,” 

Thus terminated the eighth anniversary 
of this great institution. The maultituce, 
amounting to between 2 and SCOO (and 
which would, had there been space, have 
amounted to almost double the number) 
were literally of one heart and one mind. 
Never did the countenances of men indi- 
cate more visibly the strong feclings of joy 
and affection. So pei rfectly had the great 
subject absorved ali subordinate considera- 
tions, that not an expression dropped from 
any speaker which betrayed a controversial 
fecline, A stranger to what has appeared 
in print would have supposed that in this 
institution of pure and vast wine nee 
there is (: is we trust there scon wi I} be ) 
one opinion and one feeling throughout 
British empire, and the Christian oe 
And when the substance of the Report 
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which we are about to give, shall have 
been read, we scarcely think we assume 
too much in claiming for an association so 
employed and supported, the contributions, 
the co-operation, and the prayers of those 
who are sincerely desirous “ that all men 
should be saved, and come to the know- 
ledge of the truth.” 

The following is a brief abstract of the 
Report of the Committee which was read 
on this occasion. 

_The success Which has attended the ex- 

tions of the Socicty has been estab} ished 
inthe former Reports. ‘The Report of pro- 
ceedings during the eighth year of its exis- 


tence will prove not less gratityin 
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k the Finnish language 
is not less than I, 300,000, and that the va- 
rious editions of the Scriptures punted in it 
have never been ad equi ite to their supply. 
No edition either of the Old or New Tes- 
ament has a published for the last 
thirty years ; and scarcely a single perfect 
copy of the former is to be purchased. 
On the ground of this information, the 
printing of the Finnish Scriptures has been 
encouraged by a grant of 500/. The result 
has neem, that the Governor General, and 
the Bishop of Finland, have most cordially 
approved the measure ; and that the Empe- 
ror of Kussia, in testimony of his approba- 
tion, added tothe Society’s grant the sum 
of 5000 rubles from his own privy purse. 
hus,” to adopt the words of the Bishop 
of Finland, “in the Lord’s name, a foun- 
dation is laid for a work, from which reli- 
rion in general, and the Finnish Church in 
p articular, will, by the help of God, derive 
a certain and lasting advantage” <A Soci- 
ety has been formed in Finland, on the sug 
restion of the Committee, forthe continued 
Sinduaion of the Holy Scriptures. 

2. Lapland—The Laponese ‘Testament, 
stated in former Reports to have been print- 
ing under the superintendence of Bishop 
Nordin, is now completed ; and 2500 copies 
have been sent into Swedish Lapland. 
The Royal Chancery of Stockholm has ad- 
dressed a letter to the Committee of the 
Stockholm Society, gt ggg er the satisfac- 
tion of the King with the exertions made 
for improving the religious knowledge of 
the Swec lish Laplanders . The Russian 
government has issued a proclamation au- 
thorizing the importation of the Laponese 
New ‘Testaments into Tiussian Lapland, 
Measures have been adopted for the distri- 
bution of 1900 copies in Danish Lapland. 

The disposition manifested by the Rus. 
sian government encourages a he pe of the 


lhe a, oP 
Gi pCcrsdois Who SHES 


; 
ti 


6s 





; 
a 
4 
§ 


f 


Zz 


ru 


ai 


ts 








ae 


t : 
* 
. 
1 
; 


“SY ee a 
SS 


~*~ 
ee 


rae 


mat 
ers 


[3S 


ig en ot \ Se Aen Seo 














320 Relig. Inteli.—British and Foreign Bible Society. 


adoption of some extensive plan for the 
greneral distribution of the Word of Life 
throughout the Russian empire. 

3. dceland.—TVhe obstacles to the print- 
ine of the Icelundic Bible have been sur- 
mounted; andthe werk will probably be 
completed by next spring. ‘Phere is poe 
to hop e that ‘the Yeibail nder ¥ of the Icelandic 
estaments have been forwarded ty Ice- 
land, 

4, Poland —-The completion of the Polish 
Bible was announced at the last mectiny: 
itis sold for two shillings a COPY. Phe Com- 
mittee have directed 1U0U opies to be gra- 
tuitousiv distmbuted. By the last accounts 
from Berlin, the Polish Scriptares were in 
great demand. Blany copies had been sent 
to Warsaw, to Upper Silesia, and io Aus- 
trian Galltcia It was the intention of the 
Kompysherg Committce, to furnish every 
Polish school in these parts with a few Bi- 
bles and Vestaments gratuitousiy, 

9, Lithvania.—Vhe printing of the Lithu- 
anian Puibdle wo Hd prob: ably "be completed 
in the month of March of the present ye * 
The Committee have directed 500 Polis 
Bibies and 1000 New ‘Testaments to be 
sent to Koningsberg for sale or gratuitous 
distribution» the proceeds of the sale to be 
apphed towards a second edition of the Li- 
thuanian Scriptures. Some copies of the 
Polisi: New Testament have been ordered 
for the use of Poles residing in Great Bri- 
tain, or visiting it. 

6. Lobemia.—'The edition of the Rohe- 
mian Scriptures promoted by the Seciety 
has been exhausted, and the demand for 
them is still extensive and urgent. The 
Committee, with a view to supply it, have 
voted SG0/ for aidin np a new edition. 

7. Livonia and sthonia —Vhe offer to 
promote the publcation of the Seriptures 
mi the dialects of Livonia and Esthonia has 
produced the most beneficial etiects. A 
Society has been formed in Dorpatian Es- 
thonia, for printing and distributing the 
New Testament. A Society tn Revalian 
Esthonia bas directed its aitention to the 
supply of the Holv Scriptures, in the de- 
sign of furnishing every cottarer with a 
New Tesiament. and several resnectable 
characters are engaged in establishing a 
Livonian Bible Saciety The result is, an 
increased ardour for publishing editions 
of the Livonian and Esthonian Ser iptu res, 
rarveregeenernn s were making for this pur- 
pose ; and the Commitiee, with a view to 
forward 3 . 
600/. to Sahu 

8. Sweden —The nee “- of the Stock. 
solm Societ vhas sulfered no abatement. 


| 
‘ 


have enlarged their grant of 


| May, 


The Swedish Bible is now completed, on 
standing types ; andthe number of Swedish 
Testaments, separately printed, amounts 
to 16,600. Another edition of ‘the Bible, 
and dyes New Testament, will be imme. 
diately undertaken ; for which an addition- 
al donation of 2002. has been voted. 

YQ, Flan wary — Lie distribution of some 
Cerman Bible >S in Austria and Eun, gary at 
the expense of the Society, has made 
known its existence in Presburg, and has 
produced most interesting communications 
from two Professors in that city, by which 
it appears that there are upwards ofa mil- 
liov of Protestants in Hungary, and but few 
Bibles among those who speak the Sclavo- 
nian and Hungarian disiects ; Many of 
whem are much depressed by poverty, 
‘The Committee have promised a donation 
of five hundred pounds, to aid the printing 
and circulation of the Hungarian and Scla- 
vonian Scriptures, if a society shall be esta. 
blished in Hungary for that purpose, 

10. France. —VPhe Committee, having sent 
to France some Bibles fur ibe British pri- 
soners of wur in that country, received a 
letter written by direction of the Minister 
of Marine, stating that they should be pro- 
per iv distributed, 

A German minister, having distributed 
many copies ef the Scriptures in France, 
which were gratefully received, the Com. 
mittee directed one thousand copies of the 
French Bible to ke distributed at the Soci- 
eiy’s expense, among some Protesiant con- 
vregations in France. 

A member of the Impertal Institute 
having signified a wish that copies of the 
versions of the Scriptures printed by the 
Societv might be deposited in that institu. 
tion, the Committee did not hesitate to 
comply with it. 

11. Germany.—They have acccded toa 
meres request from the ke eper of the In- 
peri: i library at Vienna ; as well as for co- 
pies of the Society’ S Reports. This lastre- 
quest was accompanied by an observation, 
that “a multitude of strangers, who daily 
resort to the Imperial Librar ys Wou ld ob- 
tain a knowledge of the institution ; and 
P erhaps not a few would be inspived with a 
desire to altempt something simuar in 
their sphere, and according to their power. - 

The Ratisbon Bible Society have printed 
and circulated four editions of the New 
Te stament, and a fifth was in the press. 

This Society is supported by Roman Catho- 
hes; and, though produce db »y the exaln- 
pic, is independent, of this society. 

12. Jy and  Soetecnaen! lie Society’s Ita- 
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at Messina and Malta ; and the Archiman- 
drita, at the latter place, has warmly re- 
commended the perusal of the modern 
Greek Testament, and publicly applauded 
«the zeal and ardour of the English to cir- 
culate the Word of the Lord” ‘this intel- 
ligence is from a Roman Catholic corres- 
pondent at Malta, of great respectability, 
who is of opinion * that there as likely to 
result from the one thousand ‘Testaments 
which the Society has sent, nu ordinary 
po cl. ad 

” The Committee have granted fifty pounds 
for ¢ distributing the Scriptures to tue poor 
in Denmark. 

If. Asta, 

1. Syria.—The Committee have forward- 
eda supply of Arabic Bibles, tor the use of 
the Episcopal churches in Aleppo and its 
yicinity. 

Hindostan.—The Christians dispersed 
over this vast country, including Cevlon, 
are calculated at nearly a million, using va- 
rious dialects ; few of whom possess the 
Seriplures. Many of the d 
Christians have consequently relapsed into 
idolatry 3 and many are Christians mere ly 
inname. The Hindoos and Mahometans 
subject to the British authority may be es- 
timated at seventy mnillions. ‘Phese ye \'- 
vations suggest the most forcible motives 
for rig? ing the wants of the Christians, 
and for displaving the vecerds of Divine 
Trath to the ratives Who are ignorant of it. 

With this general object, and especially 


with the view of suppiving the demands of 


the native Christians in India, an Auxihary 
Bible Society was, in February, 1811, esta- 


blished in Calcutta,with the concurrence of 


the government ; and with a very general 
‘approbation in all parts of India. Atteort 
William, it has met with the most iberal 
support. It has directed eight hundred co- 
pies of the Tamul New ‘Testament to be 
ee for rt ek as inte as sory 


and hes anual Portuguese het W Genie Le 
ments. It has contracted for printing at 
serampore five thousand New T estaments 
nthe Tamul, the Cingalese, and the Ma- 
lavalim dialects respectively, ‘The Com- 
mittee, anxious to encourage these lauda- 
vle exertions, have determined to aid them 
Ya grant of Bibies, Testaments, ancl 
~ iting paper, to the value of one thousand 
oumds. 

The translati ion of the Seriptures into the 
"aleets of India and the priuting of them, 
‘oceed as rapidiv as could be expected, 

‘le Missionaries of Serampore have trans- 
Nited and printed the New ‘Festament in 
bs WNEUAeeS, a ni the old, in Bengalee, 


¢ 


escendants of 


and have translated the Gospels of St. 
Matthew and Mark into Chinese ; the New 
‘Testament into four more dialects, and por- 
tions of the Old Lestameut into as Many ; 
and have begun a translation of the New 
‘Testament mto two more. The Rev. L. 5e- 
bastiani, many vears resident at the Court 
of Persia, is advanced to nearly the end of 
the Epistles, ina Versic transtation of the 
New ‘icstament, from the Greek, intended 
for the Christians dispersed over Persia, 
who are stated as very desivous of posses- 
sing the Scriptures, ina plain translation, 
Subat has completed the translation of the 
New ‘Testament and the Book of Genesis 
mito Arabic. ‘Phe Hindostanee translation 
of the New Tesiament, by Mirza Fitrut, 
under the superintendence of the Rev. H. 
Martyn, the four Gospels in Persian by the 
Rev. L. Schastiani, and the three first Gos- 
pels in ‘Pelinga, translated by thie Inte Rev. 
A. oe, are mi the press. At Bom- 
bay, the printing of Uie Malayalim Version 
of the Gospels, in September last, was ad- 
vanced as far as the l2ith chapter of St 
John. Of the Gospels translated ms Dr. 
j.evden into five of Wie dialects of the Eus- 
tern Archipelago, none have been printed, 
In consequence of the death of Dir. Le vden 
in Java. With a view to procure the best 
version of the Scriptures in the ptirest dia 
lecis of Arabia and Persia, the Rev i. 
Martyn undertook a journey into those 
countries ; and by the last accounts was at 
Shiraz. S«abat’s Arabic transtation of the 
New ‘Testament having been shewn by Mr. 
Martyn to a learned Arab at Bushire, he 
pronounced onitthe highest eulogium. It 
appears that the prinung of Oriental manu- 
scripts,(chiefiy owing to the skill and disin- 
terestedness of the Baptist Missionaries), 
can be executed at Serampore, at an ex- 
pense much less than at any other press in 
liidia, or even in Europe. 

Of the distribution of the Tamul and 
Portuguese Scriptures, mentioned in the 
Seventh Report, the Committce have re- 
ceived most pleasing intelligence. Nothing 
could exceed the gratitude of the naiive 
Christians at Tanjore and Tranguebar. A 
single fact will prove the e xtreme scarcity 
of Tamul Bibles. A catechist, in the con- 
gregation of Mr. Kolilofi, at Tanjore, had 
been employed twenty-four vears in teach- 
ing the Gospel, without possessing the Old 
Testament. ‘The Portuguese Bibles and 
Testaments. were equaiy acceptabie.— 
Among those who received a Bible in Eng- 
lish, Malabar, aud Portuguese, was u Ro- 
man Catholic Priest, who had frequently 
recommended thie p erusal of the holy Seri 
tures, in his sermons. 
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The Committee, to encourage the efforts 


making in India, have voted an additional 


sum of two thousand pounds ; the total of 


their grant to Calcutta, for the current year, 
being thus five thousand pounds. 

The Committee expect that a translation 
of the Old Testament in the Cingalese dia- 
lect, will be undertaken by a competent per 
son at Ceylon.—They have voted five ian 
dred pounds to the Rev. Robert Morrison, 
at Canton, for promoting the translation and 
printing of se Scriptures i nm Chinese. 

Mil. AMERICA. 

The donations to Bible societies in Ame- 

rica have been respectfully acknowledged. 


The Committee a received satisfactory 


oceeding’s of the societies 
Connecticut, New Jersey, 
and New York. he zeal excited for the 
diffusion as the Scriptures, continues andi 
minished. ‘The most perfect cordialit 
subsists mong the various Bible eaiuties 
oD the > United states : and since their exis- 
tence in Amer ica,th e sale of Bibles to indi- 
has consid ‘increased, ‘The 


Ssicie . 


reports of the pr 
in Phila del ‘Ip a 


Committee have sia! to assist * The 
Bible and Common Praver-book Society,” 
of Albany by a donation of § scriptures to the 
value of fifty pounds. Anxious to aid the 


lat. nt } Ds i a eG sh . 
circulation of the Scriptures in America, 


and aware of the expense of the Philadel- 
phia society mn pros “St stereotype plates 


rrantecl < coxa 


for the Bible, t 


donation of ene tadeied s ounds to that SO- 
cicty ; and trust it wil * accepted as a 
wee ige of oe union they desire to maintain 
with their American brethren in promoting 
04 interests of os kinedoi 

LV. Tie Un TED KINGDO®. 

The approbation 0 of the society has been 
most extensively manifested, <4 the zeal 
and co-onei ation of the Auxihary Societies 
noticed in former Reports, and bv the still 
more numerous societies formed during the 
last sear. ~ 

The Auxihary Socicties formed since the 
fast meeting amount to fiftv-one. besides 


sixteen brancn socictics, and their contri- 


butions to the parent 


a0 Ossie ” 
18,9000 ; 


SOCciealy 
3 Slee wnwesep rr OSnH fer 
pesides ui} wards Oi 97006. from 


q* 7 
*-Ayrimnars 


socic eties previously formed. 

The Committee rejoice to see the zeal 
for dissen ninathag the blessings of Reveia- 
tion keep p ace with that c arity which has 
prevnee so mai y institutions for reheving 

‘mporal distress ; and while they grate- 
fully acknowledge that liberalitv. which 
nuements the funds of the institutic n, they 
are eau iv sensible of the ben: abies to be — 
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The Committee express their regret,that 
it has not been in their power to comply 
with the application for Bibles and es 
Menits in the degree required, though ev: 
possible exertion has been made by them, 
to procure a sufficient quantity. in addition 
to the two Universities, they ‘have now ob. 
tained the assistance of his Majesty’s Prin. 
ters. They therefore trust, that the incon. 
venience from this cause will be speedily 
removed, But though the supply has been 
so inadequate to the de mand, a much lar- 
ger number of Bibles and testaments has 
been issued in eleven months, ending the 
2lst February last, than in thirteen months 
preceding, viz., 35,694 Bibles, and 70,733 
Testaments, making the total number is. 
sued upto that period, 140,415 Bibles, and 
291,524 Testaments, exclusive of those cir- 
culated at the charge of the Society in va. 
nous parts abroad 

V. Disrrirutrion oF BrBties. 

Considering the poor of the United ing 
dom as having particular claims on the So. 
ciety, the Comm ttee have invited clergy- 
men and dissenting ministers to encourage 
Bible Associations, and to investigate the 
state of the poor in their several vicinities ; 
and they have engaged to return Bibles 
and Testaments, at the cost price, to the 
amount of one half of any congregational 
collections they may receive within a year. 
The Comisittee are of opinion, that the 
plan of selling the Scriptures to the poor, 
where practicabie, has been found to pos- 
sess several important advantages over gra- 
uitous distribution. 

The list of the Society’s benefactions in 
Europe, Asia, Africa, and America, 1s too 
lone to be inserted at present. Suffice it 
to say, that their benevolence has visited 
every quarter of the globe, and has contr- 
buted to cheer almost every form of misery 
towhich man is heir—The correspondent 
aft one of the principal naval stations, who 
has so frequently received the ac knowledg- 
ments of the Committee, for an unwearcd 
attention to supply so! Idiers and seamen, fo- 
reign troons, prisoners of war, susie and 
others, with the holy Scriptures, has (ic- 
voted the same active exertions to this 
object, during the last vear. In the course 
of that period, , — Bi bles and ‘Vestamen's ; 
In various languages, have been distributed 
by this correspon Bach alone ; who has re- 
ceived s: tisfactory testimonies that they 
were no jess gratefully received than ¢a 
gerly soucht. on 

The Committee have reason to believes 


thet the Scriptures distributed in the varl- 
OUs modes aly ve stat ted (w hich will, prob il 
ite ty 

yay 


bie, not fall sane of $2,000 copies), 














proved real blessings to many who have 
obiained them 

phe distribution of the Gospel of St, 
john among - Esquimaux, in Labrador, 
was repaid with tears of gratitude ; and 
having been pee to such only as could 
read. am uncommon eagerness was excited 
in others to learn to read, that they might 
obtain similar presents. 

The Committee have taken an anxious 
interest im the state of Lreland, and have 
yoanted a farther donation of Bibles and 

iaments te the amount of 5002 to the 


iv 
Hiberman Bible society They have also 
passed a resoludion to encourage the forma- 
tion of Auxiliary Societies in that c ountry, 


by the promise ef aid in proportion to their 
win ExcCruidogs. 

he tunds of the Society have been aug- 
nented by various contributions and col- 
lecitions. The legacies of the year have 
amounted to 16177. 

Tie Committee have nominated Gran- 
ville Sharp, Esq., the Rev, John Owen, the 
Rev Joseph Hughes, the Rev. C, F. Stein- 
of. Rev Jolin Jenické of Berlin, Thomas 
Hammorsiev, Esq., Rev. Professor Deal- 
try, and Richard Phillips, Esg., governors 
for life, in consideration of the essential ser- 
vices rendered to the Sucmny, 

“ from the facts now reported, the mem- 
bers of the Society are authorize ‘d to adopt 
the gratifying inference, that as the institu- 
tion advances in years, it increases in 
means, influence, and respectability, Like 
the little cloud which the Prophet’s watch- 
mun saw from Carmel, rise out of the sea, 
und spread by degrees over the face of the 
lessens, cheering the Israelites with the 
prospect of fertilizing showers, the British 
wid Foreign Bible Society, small i its ori. 
vm, has attained a conspicuous elevation 
nd magnitude, and has been hailed as the 
harbinger of good tidings, and the dispen- 
ser of blessings, by the people of the north 
aid the south, the east and the west ” 

* Phe theatre on which the Society dis- 
plays its operations, is that of the whole 
world. Considering all the races of men 
23 Cluldven of one common Father, who 

miketh his sun to rise on the evil and on 
the rood, and sendeth rain on the just and 
on the unjust ;? and who wills, ‘that all 
men should come to the knowledge of the 
trith 2 the British and Foreign Bible Soci- 
ety offers the records of eternal life to the 
bond and the free, to Heathens and Chris- 
tians,—In the earnest hope that they may 
become a lamp unto the feet, and a light 
ito the paths, of those who now receive 
them, and of generations yet unborn.” 

“To support the character which the 
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British and Foreign Bible Society has as- 
sumed, to realize the hopes which it has 

excited, to foster and enlarge the zeal 
Which it has inspired, are obligations of no 
common magnitude, and which cannot be 
discharged without correspondent exer- 
tions. Immense portions of the e lobe, now 
the domains of idolatry and superstition; 
regions where the ligit of Christianity once 
shone , but is now dim or extin vuished ; and 

otente; ies where the heaventy manna is so 
scarce, that thousands live and die without 
the means of tasting it,-—-point out the ex- 
isting claims on the benevolence of the So- 
ciety. 

“To supply these wants, fill up these 
voids, and display the light of Revelation 
amidst the reslms of darkness, will long 
require a continuance of that support which 
the British and Foreign Bible Societv has 
derived from the public piety and liberality : 
and pernape the persevering efiorts of suc- 
ceeding generations. Letus not, however, 
be we: wy in well doing ; § for in due season 
we shall reap, if we faint no 

“ Let the British and Fore’ i¢n Bible So- 
ciety, uniting its prayers with those which 
are daily offered up at home and abroad 
for the blessing of God on its proceedings, 
humbiy hope, that it may become an instru- 
ment of his providence, for accomplishing 
his gracious promises ; and that, by means 
of the Scriptures distributed through its 
exertions,or % iis influence and encourage. 
ment, nations now ignorant of the true 
God, may nae ‘to draw water from the 
wells of salvation” ‘The prospect is ani- 
mating, the object holy; its accomplishment 
elorious: for the prospective efforts of the 
Society are directed to a consummation 
(whether attainable by them or not, is only 
known to him who kKnoweth all thing ‘s), 
when all the sae! oft he earth, < dopting the 
language of ation, shall unite their 
veices in he sublime strait s of heavenly 
edoration: * Blessing, and honour, and 
glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth 
upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for 
ever and ever: Halle iujah ' for the Lord 
God Omnipotent reigneth? ” 

The nett receipts of the year have 
amounted to upwards of 45,500/.: the nett 
payments to nearly 32,5002, leaving a ba- 
lance of 11,0002 ; against which there are 
engagements to be placed, amounting to 
14,000/. The Society, therefore, with all 
its ample means, po ssesses only the sem- 
blance of wealth. If its income were mul- 
tiplied tenfeld, that income would find 
abundant employment in supplying the 
wants of an universe thirsting for the wa- 
ters of life. . 
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SOCIETY FOR MISSIOXS TO AFRICA AND 
THE CAST. 

Oa Whit-Tuesday, the Society for Mis- 
sions to Atimca and the East held its twelfth 
aimiversary. An exceilent sermon was 
preached at the church of St. Anne, Black- 
friars, by the Rev. Wilhtam Goode ; after 
which, acoilection was made for the benefit 
ot the institution, which, with donations and 
new subscriptions, amounted to S282. At 
2 o'clock, the Annual General Meeting was 
heldat the New London Vavern,Cheapside, 
which was very numerously attended. “Phe 
Right Hon. Lord Gambier having been 
called to the chair, the Secretary read a 
highly interesting report of the proceedings 
during the preeceding year.’ Itappears tlrat 
the Society’s missionares at the Rio Pon- 
gas, on the western coast of Africa, have 
received about 120 children under their 
care, many of whom are childrea of native 
chiets ; and that there are the most enccu- 
raging prospects of establishing schools tur- 
therin the interior, ‘The national system 
of British education has been introduced, 
and is now making its wav among the Su- 
soos. One of the society’s missionarics,ihe 
Rev. L. Butscher, was present at the mect- 
ing, with an interesting African youth, one 
of the scholars at the Society’s settlement, 
who had accompanied his teacher on a 
Visit tothis country. The Missionary con- 
firmed the representations of the Report, 
with respect to Western Africa, in an ad- 
dress of great information, simplicity, and 
piety; and particularly gratified the Soci- 
ety by stating, that 72 slave factories, which 
had existed on that part of the coast before 
the abolition, and had transported annually 
4000 slaves, were now reduced to 18, and 
that these, under the vigorous measures of 
his Excellency Governor Maxwell, and of 
the naval ofheers on the coast, were dwin- 
dling away. Mr. Wuberforce reported, 
from the deputation appointed at the spe- 
cial general meeting of Anrl 24th, that 
they had waited on his Majesty’s late deep- 
ly lamented Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
and on the President of the Board of Con- 
trol, on the subject of providing, on the 
renewal of the Mast india Company’s char- 
ter, for the more easy access of Christian 
missionaries to India; and that they had 
found them to be verv favourable to the 
general object, though strongly impressed 
with a sense of the delicacy and prudence, 
with which measures for the attainment of 
that object should be devised and execut- 
ed. As, however, the charter of the Fast- 
India Company was not to be renewed this 
year, and as the fatal event, which all de- 
plored, would Jead to the appointment of 


— 


another head of the government, the depu- 
tation would anxiously watch over the bu- 
siness entrusted to them, and use all pro- 
per means to bring it to a successful issue, 
A new code of laws and regulations was 
adopted for the government of the Society, 
Lord Gambier was appointed president ; 
and other noblemen and gentlemen, who 
had befriended the institution, were ap. 
pointed vice-presidents. Lord Calthorpe, 
Sir Thomas Baring, Mr. Wilberforce, Mr, 
Grant, the Rev. Basil Woodd, the Rey, 
Thomas Robinson, and other rentlemen, 
addressed the meeting ; and a strong im. 


pression was produced of the duty of 


the ministers, and other members of the 
Established Chureh, exerting themselves 
to augment the funds, by annual subscerip. 
tions, and collections in churches and cha- 
pels, of the only society in that church 
which bas for its exclusive object the evan- 
eclizing of the heathen world. Donations 
and subscriptions will be received by the 
treasurer, H. Thornton, Esq, M. P., Bar- 
tholomew Lane; by the secretary, Rey, 
Josiah Pratt, Doughty Street ; by the de. 
picv secretary, Mr. T. Smith, No 19, Lit- 
tle Moorfields ; by the booksellers, Mr. L, 
B. Seeley, 169, Fleet Street, and Mr. J, 
Hatchard, Piccadilly ; and by the following 
bankers, Messrs. Hoare, Fleet Street, and 
Messrs. Ransom, Morland, and Co., Pall 
Mall —The Sermon and Report will be 
published at Midsummer. 


PRAYER-BOOK AND HOMILY SOCIETY. 
A mecting was held on the 20th May, at 
the Freemason’s Tavern, Great Queen 
Street, at which the attendance was nume- 
rous and highly respectable, for the forma: 
tion of a society for the sole purpose of dis- 
tributing gratis, and circulating at reduced 
prices throughout the British empire, its 
colonies, and dependences, and particularly 
in his Majesty’s navy and army, the autho- 
rized formularies of the united Church of 
Eogiand and Ireland, without note or com- 
ment, viz. the Book of Common Prayer, in- 
cluding the Thirty-nine Articles ; and the 
Homilies, in separate sermons, or in the 
entire volume. 

Viscount Valentia having been called to 
the chair, his Lordship stated the object of 
the mecting, when it was unanimously re- 
solved, That a society should be instituted 
for the above purpose, which was instituted 
accordingly ; and which, after many per- 
tinent and excellent remarks on the neces- 
sity and probable usefulness of stich an in- 
stitution, from the movers of the several 
resolutions, received the countenance an 
contributions of the nobility, clergy, and 
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gentry then present ; and it is hoped from 
the simple and definite nature of its plan, 
and the evident importance of its objects,that 
it will mect with the most extensive support. 

‘he following noblemen and gentlemen 
are appointed vice-presidents of the Socie- 
ty :—Viscount Valentia; Right Hon. Lord 
Caihorpe ; Right Hon. Lord Headley; 
Right Hon. Lord Teignmouth ; Right Hon, 
Lord Radstock ; Right Hon. Lord Gambier ; 
sie William Pepperell, Bart. ; Sir Thomas 
Baring, Bart. M. P ; Sir ‘Thomas Bernard, 
Bart.; William Wilberforce, Esq. M. P.; 
Thomas Babington, Esq. M. P.; Charles 
Grant, Esq. M.P. 

The Committee consist of twenty-four 
lay members of the Established Church, and 
of all cergymen who are members of the 
Society. One Guinea annually constitutes 
amember ; but every clergyman subscrib- 
ing Half-a-Guinea annually ts considered a 
member ; and every clergyman contributing 
a congregational collection, is entitled to re- 
ceive three-fourths ofthe ameunt in books at 
cost prices. Subscriptions and donations are 
received by the treasurer, Henry Thornton, 
Esq., M. P., Bartholomew Lane; by the 
secretary, the Rev. Henry Budd, A. M., 
Bridge Street, Blackfriars, to whom all com- 
munications respecting the general objects 
of ne Society are requested to be made ; by 
ihe deputy-secretary, Mr. Thomas Smith,19, 
Little Moorfields ; and by the following 
bankers; Messrs. Down, Thornton, Free 
and Down, Bartholomew Lane; Messrs. 
Torster, Lubbock, and Co., Mansion-house 
Street; Messrs Hoares, Fleet Street ; Mess. 
Drummonds,Charine Cross ; Messrs [Ham- 
mersleys and Co, Pill-Mall; ard Messyes, 
Birch, Chambers, and Hobbs, New Bond 
Street. 

We are unwilling to quit this Society 
without adding a fe w observations upon it, 
addition to those which we ventured to 
makein our last number. 

When we read the 33th Article of our 
Church, in which the Homilies are affirmed 
to “contain a godly and wholesome doc- 
trine,? and in which the church expressly 


judges them “to be read in churches dili- 


gently and distinetly, that they may be un- 
derstanded by the people,” we cannot help 
iceling agd expressing our astonishment 
that these compositions should have fallen 
into such general neglect. For churchmen 
what can be a more plain and obvious duty, 
than that of circulating the Homilies ? It 
vas most clearly the intention of the fathers 
ofthe Reformation, and is no less clearly, 
as the above article proves, the intention of 
the church, that the people should be well 
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acquainted with these writings. And, in 
our opinion, the church has most wisely 
* judged” in this instance, and those are to 
be blamed who have dewated from her 
judgment. ‘To the general disuse of these 
compusitions, since the period of the Resto- 
ration,we are disposed to attribute much of 
the error, ignorance, and jatitudinarianism, 
which have prevailed among us since that 
time. The sermons of our divines would 
probably not have degenerated, as has been 
the case in too many instances, into mere 
ethical disquisitions, had they been direcied 
to the Homilies as their standard of doc- 
trine. Nor would the mass of our popula- 
tion have become so deplorably ignorant 
of the first principles of the Christian faith, 
had these expositions of it held a place in 
every cottage library. ‘Ihe Homilies were 
designed tor general instruction, and they 
are admirably adapted to serve that purpose. 
Their theology is sound and practical. 
They deal not in controversy, but they 
speak with authority while they teli us what 
itis we must believe anddo, They adhere 
most closely to the spirit and to the views of 
the sacred writings, and are peculiarly 
marked by the same catholicism which 
breathes in them; by the same zeal for 
what is plain and practical in religion, and 
by the same indifierence to mere party 
questions. Eventheir somewhat antiquate 
ed language, while it does not render them 
less intelligible, invests them with a certain 
venerable air, calculated to inspire respect 
and command attention. And if there 
should be particular Homilies, which are 
less necded in the present day then at the 
time when they were written, the plan of 
circulating them in single sermons will leave 
each person at liberty to select such as he 
may deem most likely to promote edifica- 
tion. He may, in short, make the same 
sort of selection which he would deem it 
right to make, if he were to read the Homi- 
lies from the pulpit, or in the family circle. 

Upon the whole, as tracts for general dis- 
tribution, the Homilies are certainly entitled 
to the first regard cf churchmen; and for 
this reason, among others, that here there is 
no room for difference of opinion Here all 
members of the church are agreed to ap- 
prove and to commend ; while in respect 
to no other tracts could the same universal 
concurrence of sentiment be expected For 
our own parts, we cannot but anticipate the 
happiest effects from their circulation. We 
cannot believe, that the truths which brea- 
thed from the lips of our Cranmers, our 
Ridleys, our Latimers, and our Jewels; 
which animated them with the) spirit. of 
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martyrdom ; and which served to plant the 
seed of divine hfe in the hearts of multi- 
tudes, i their day ;—we cannot believe that 
these truihs have lost their eneryy ; and we 
look, with hope and contidence, through 
the Divine blessing, fora rich harvest of 
good from their general diffusion. 

On the only: remaining object embraced 
by this society,the circulation of the Prayer- 
book, there can exist no doubt, excepting 
what mav arise from an idea that a new in- 
stitution for that purpose is rendered unne- 
cessary, by the labours of the Society for 
promoting Christian Knowledge. Though 
that society bas never distributed the Ho- 
milies, it has distributed Prayer-books in 
great numbers. ‘This istrue. But it isno 
less true, that there are great numbers of 
the clergy and laity of the Church of Eng- 
land, who do not subscribe to the Society 
for promoting Christian Knowledge. Now, 
whatever be the cause of this backward- 
ness, whether it arise from the ballot, or 
from objections to certain tracts on the so- 
ciety’s list; or from the extent of the sum 
to be paid on admission (viz. 2/.), in addi- 
tion to the annual subscription, certain it 
is, that many who wish to enjoy increased 
facilities in the distribution of the Praver- 
book, do not derive them from that society. 
While, therefore, we should rejoice in sce- 
ing the old society increase its numbers a 
hundred fold, if that were possible, it seems 
still most important, that the love and vene- 
ration of all churchmen for the Liturgy, 
shoald be brought into activity, and that 
they should enjoy the means of procuring, 
for distribution, at an easy rate, this adimi- 
rable formulary of divine worship. The 
unitv of the present plan, which renders it 
incapable of perversion, the easiness of ad- 
mission, and the very low terms on which 
clergymen, especialiy, mav become mein- 
bers,will, doubtless, strongly recommencl it 
to the friends of the church. And it is to 
be observed, that in whatever degree the 
new society lessens the pressure for Prayer- 
books on the oid, it allows the funds of the 
Jatter to flow in larger streams towards its 
missions, and other excellent objects. We 
are fullv persuaded, however, that there is 
abundaat room for the operations of both, 
in distributing the Praver-bookin England, 
in freland, in our colonies, and in the army 
and navy. And of sueh an object, asofthe 
propagation of the Gospel itself, it may be 
said, that here there mav be the utmost 
zeal without rivalry; a generous emulation 
in doing good,without the slightest tincture 
of jealousy or envy. 

We conclude with most unreservedly and 
cordially recommending the Prayer-book 


aml Homily Society to our readers ;—to 
their consideration, their contributions, and 
their prayers. 

BAPTIST MISSIONS IN INDEA. 

The 22d Number of the Periodical Ac. 
counts of the Baptist Missionary Society, 
comprising a view of the progress of the 
Mission from the beginning of October, 
1810, to the end of March, 1811, has lately 
made its appearance. From this it appears, 
that the Baptist Mission has now branched 
out into five distinct missions, viz. the Ben. 
gal, carried on at five stations, Serampore 
and Calcutta, Dinagepore and Sedamah’l, 
Goumalty, Cutwa, and Jessore ; the Bur- 
man, at Rangoon ; the Orissa, at Balasore; 
the Bootan and the Hindoosthan, at Patna 
and Agra. At these difierent stations they 
are proceeding with more or less success, 
The number of Missionaries from Europe 
is nine, and of those raised up in India se. 
ven, besides 12 Hindoo converts, who have 
been either ordained to the ministry, or are 
ou probation with that view. The whole 
number in the communion of these churches 
is 510; of whom, 105 have been added in 
the veur 1810, and 16 inthe year 1811. 

Having taken this general view of the 
state of the Mission, we will proceed, as 
usual, to give a few extracts from the Ac- 
counts. 

Calcutta, Oct. 5, 1810. 

“ There are six candidates for baptism, 
and reason to expect more before the end 
ofthe month. The greater part of these 
have to glorify God, in a peculiar manner, 
for the translation of the Scriptures into 
their native language, as scarcely one of 
them, even of those who can smatter a little 
of our tongue, can comprehend the plainest 
parts of the Bible in English.. It is truly 
gratifying to see what profound attention 
pervades the whole of our young pupils, 
when we have worship in the Bengalee lan- 
euage. This has induced me to allow 4 
larger portion of their time to be devoted to 
learning it, and have therefore this morning 
altered the plan of teaching.” 

Calcutta, ‘Oct. 26, 1810. 

“ There are three additional candidates 
for baptism; two of whom waited on Mr. 
Carey yesterday, the other requested to be 
introduced to him on the next visiting day. 
Christ appears to be very precious to these 
persons, and their minds are relieved from 
doubts and fears. These, added to the 
sixteen mentioned at the last church-meet- 
ing, make nineteen ; eighteen of whom arc 
indebted, under Divine grace, to the trans 
lation of the Scriptures for their conversio?. 
They are not very easy of belief on these 
important subjects, especially the natiy¢ 
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Catholics, who find a vast difference be- 
tween ihe pure word of God and the fa- 
bles and wicked inventions of their blind 
leaders. ‘hey are therefore determined 
to be thoroughly satisfied now, lest they 
should be deceived again, and to become 
well persuaded that they are at last in pos- 
session of the pearl of great price. 

«You have no doubt heard of a wish hav- 
ing been expressed by some ladies for the 
establishment of a school forthe instruction 
ef indigent young females, upon a plan si- 
milar to our institution for the boys. ‘ihis 
isa most desirable object.” 

The Esglish editor of these accounts in- 
troduces at this place the following note. 
“Itis not jer us to give accountof any but 
our own proceedings ; otherwise the com- 
munications of our brethren would enable 
us to speak with pleasure of the fruits of 
other evangelical labours in the city of Cal- 
culta as well as our own. The above bint 
respecting’ a female school, was from the 
friends of religion in the Established 
Church.” 

We think this a perfectly fair and natural 
course of proceeding, for whic’ we cannot 
at al) blame either the Baptist Missionaries 
or the Editor of their transactions. It is 
not many months, however, since a writer 
in the Eclectic Review, when giving an ac- 
count of the Christian Researches of Dr, 
Buchanan, thought proper to make the fol- 
lowing observations. ‘ We are not to be 
understood as implying that the Doctor has 
used, with respect to the Missionaries, in 
this or his other works, any terms of a di- 
rectly depreciating nature”-—“ but we read 
with a very perverted apprehension, if there 
is not a systematical avoidance to give due 
prominence of representation to their ener- 
gy, their talents, and their performances ; 
if there is not an obvious disposition to 
throw a fuller, richer iight on the exertions, 
even the much more limited and less im- 
portant exertions, of other scholars; if 
there are not, in short, some indications of 
4 sectarian feeling, that is far from pleased 
that persons not connected with the Church 
of England shousd have obtained a prece- 
dence from which they never can be dis- 
placed, in the biblical literature of the 
Hast,” &c. &c. Vol. vii. p. 574. Now what 
would this Reviewer have said of us, if, tak- 
ing up the two er three volumes of Baptist 
Reports which have been published, we 
should have remarked, as we might have 
cone with far more appearance of truth and 
fairness, * We read with a very perverted 
appreliension, if there is not in these Re- 
ports a systematic avoidance to give due 
prominence of representation to the energy, 
the talents, and the performances of the 
Missionaries employed by the Society for 
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promoting Christian Knowledge, of the 
Kev. Dr. Brown, the Rev. Dr. Buchanan, 
the Kev. Henry Martyn, and others, be- 
longing to the Church of Engiand, or even 
of the Missionaries of the London Mis- 
sionary Society; if there is not an obvious 
disposition to throw a richer, fuller light on 
their own exertions; if there are not, in 
short, some indications of a sectarian feel- 
ine, that is far from pleased that persons 
connected with the Church of England, or 
with any other church than their own, 
should have taken precedence of them in 
the great work of evangelizing India, or 
should be thought to have borne, or to be 
bearing any part in advancing those very 
biblical undertakings which form their 
chief ground of claim as public benctac- 
tors.” Had we thus written, we should 


have felt that we had written most uniair-- 


ly. The Editor would havé properly and 
briefly replied. ‘It is net for us to give 
account of any but our own proceedings.” 
But how much more unfair and uncandid is 
the attack of the Reviewer, than even the 
case which we have supposed. Dr. Bucha- 
nan felt, as we hope and believe, a deeper 
interest in the exertions of the church of 
which he is a minister, than in those of 
other churches. But is it possible for anv 
individual, whose mind is not absolutely 
perverted by prejudice, to read his various 
works, his Memoir on an Ecclesiastical Es- 
tablishment for Isdia, his Star in the East, 
his Christian Researches, and to say that 
Dr. Buchanan has systematically avoided 
to give due prominence to the energy, ta- 
Jents, and performances of the Baptist Mis- 
sioners ? We shall next expect to be accus- 
ed ourselves, and it would be with the same 
justice, of invidiously and systematically 
throwing the exertions of these valuable 
men into the shade.—But we are desirous 
rather of apologizing for the Reviewer, al- 
though, perhaps, he may thank us as little 
for our apclogy as for our censure. We 
take it for granted that he is a member of 
the Baptist Society, and great allowances 
should be made for him on this score. 
Every Baptist cannot be expected to be a 
Hall or a Hughes in respect to expansion 
of mind. The members of small divisions 
of Christians generally labour under this 
disadvantage, that every small sect is apt 
to account itself the purest of all sects, 
and its great men the greatest of all men. 
The Reviewer appears to have had the 
whole field of his view filled up with his 
own society, and probably knew very little 
about the proceedings of the Church of 
England or of the other denominations of 
Christians. When Dr. Buchanan, there- 


fore, published a book giving some honour 
to these us well as to the Baptists, he is 
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martyrdom ; and which served to plant the 
seed of divine hfe in the hearts of multi- 
tudes, in their day ;—we cannot believe that 
these truihs have lost their enerey ; and we 
look, with hope and contidence, through 
the Divine blessing, fora rich harvest of 
good from their general diffusion. 

On the only: remaining object embraced 
by this society,the circulation of the Prayer- 
book, there can exist no doubt, excepting 
what mav arise from an idea that a new in- 
stitution for that purpose is rendered unne- 
cessary, by the labours of the Society for 
promoting Christian Knowledge. Though 
that society bas never distributed the Ho- 
milies, it has distributed Prayer-books in 
great numbers. This istrue. But it isno 
less true, that there are great numbers of 
the clergy and laity of the Church of Eng- 
jand, who do not subscribe to the Society 
for promoting Christian Knowledge. Now, 
whatever be the cause of this backward- 
ness, whether it arise from the ballot, or 
from objections to certain tracts on the so- 
ciety’s hist; or from the extent of the sum 
to be paid on admission (viz. 2/.), in addi- 
tion to the annual subscription, certain it 
is, that many who wish to enjoy increased 
facilities in the distribution of the Praver- 
book, do not derive them from that society. 
White, therefore, we should rejoice in sce- 
ing the old society increase its numbers a 
hundred fold, if that were possible, it seems 
still most important, that the love and vene- 
ration of all churchmen for tie Liturgy, 
shoald be brought into «activity, and that 
they should enjoy the means of procuring, 
for distribution, at an easy rate, this adimi- 
rable formulary of divine worship. The 
unitv of the present plan, which renders it 
incapable of perversion, the easiness of ad- 
mission, and the very low terms on which 
clergymen, especialiy, may become mein- 
bers,will, doubtless, strongly recommencl it 
to the friends of the church. And it is to 
be observed, that in whatever degree the 
new society lessens the pressure tor Prayer- 
books on the oid, it allows the funds of the 
Jatter to flow in larger streams towards its 
missions, and other excellent objects. We 
are fullv persuaded, however, that there is 
abundant room for the operations of both, 
in distributing the Praver-book in England, 
in treland, in our colonies, and in the army 
and navy. And of sueh an object, asofthe 
propagation of the Gospel itself, it may be 
said, that here there mav be the utmost 
zeal without rivalry; a generous emulation 
in doing good, without the slightest tincture 
of jealousy or envy. 

We conclude with most unreservedly and 
cordially recommending the Prayer-book 





aml Homily Society to our readers ;—to 
their consideration, their contributions, and 
their prayers. 

BAPTIST MISSIONS IN INDEA. 

The 22d Number of the Periodical Ac. 
counts of the Baptist Missionary Society, 
comprising a view of the progress of the 
Mission from the beginning of October, 
1810, to the end of March, 1811, has lately 
mide its appearance. From this it appears, 
that the Baptist Mission has now branched 
out into five distinct missions, viz. the Ben. 
gal, carried on at five stations, Serampore 
and Caleutta, Dinagepore and Sedamah’l, 
Goamalty, Cutwa, and Jessore ; the Bur- 
man, at Rangoon ; the Orissa, at Balasore; 
the Bootan and the Hindoosthan, at Patna 
and Agra. At these difierent stations they 
are proceeding with more or less success, 
The number of Missionaries from Europe 
is nine, and of those raised up in India se- 
ven, besides 12 Hindoo converts, who have 
been either ordained to the ministry, or are 
ou probation with that view. The whole 
number in the communion of these churches 
is 310; of whom, 105 have been added in 
the veur 1810, and 16 inthe year 1811. 

Having taken this general view of the 
state of the Mission, we will proceed, as 
usual, to give a few extracts from the Ac- 
counts. 

Calcutta, Oct. 5, 1810. 

“There are six candidates for baptism, 
and reason to expect more before the end 
ofthe month. The greater part of these 
have to glorify God, in a peculiar manner, 
for the translation of the Scriptures into 
their native language, as scarcely one of 
them, even of those who can smatter a little 
of our tongue, can comprehend the plainest 
parts of the Bible in English.. It is truly 
gratifying to see what profound attention 
pervades the whole of our young pupils, 
when we have worship in the Bengalee lan- 
euage. This has induced me to allow 4 
larger portion of their time to be devoted to 
learning it, and have therefore this morning 
altered the plan of teaching.” 

Calcutta, ‘Oct. 26, 1810. 

“ There are three additional candidates 
for baptism; two of whom waited on Mr. 
Carey yesterday, the other requested to be 
introduced to him on the next visiting day. 
Christ appears to be very precious to these 
persons, and their minds are relieved from 
doubts and fears. These, added to the 
sixteen mentioned at the last church-meet- 
ing, make nineteen ; eighteen of whom arc 
indebted, under Divine grace, to the trans: 
lation of the Scriptures for their conversio". 
They are not very easy of belief on these 
important subjects, especially the nativ¢ 
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Catholics, who find a vast difference be- 
tween ihe pure word of God and the fa- 
ples and wicked inventions of their blind 
leaders, ‘Lhey are therefore determined 
to be thoroughly satisfied now, lest they 
should be deceived again, and to become 
well persuaded that they are at last in pos- 
session of the pearl of great price. 

“You have no doubt heard of a wish hav- 
ing becn expressed by some ladies for the 
establishment of a school forthe instruction 
of indigent young females, upon a plan si- 
milar to our institution for the boys, ‘This 
is a most desirable object.” 

The Exsglish editor of these accounts in- 
troduces at this place the following note. 
“Jtis not for us to give accountof any but 
our own proceedings ; otherwise ithe com- 
munications of our brethren would enable 
us to speak with pleasure of the fruits of 
ather evangelical labours in the city of Cal- 
culta as well as our own. The above hint 
respecting a female school, was from the 
friends of religion in the Established 
Church.” 

We think this a perfectly fair and natural 
course of proceeding, for which we cannot 
at al) blame either the Baptist Missionaries 
or the Editor of their transactions. It is 
not many months, however, since a writer 
in the Eclectic Review, when giving an ac- 
count of the Christian Researches of Dr. 
Buchanan, thought proper to make the fol- 
lowing observations. ‘ We are not to be 
understood as implying that the Doctor has 
used, with respect to the Missionaries, in 
this or his other works, any terms of a di- 
rectly depreciating nature”-—“ but we read 
with a very perverted apprehension, if there 
is not a systematical avoidance to give due 
prominence of representation to their ener- 
gy, their talents, and their performances ; 
if there is not an obvious disposition to 
throw a fuller, richer iight on the exertions, 
even the much more limited and less im- 
portant exertions, of other scholars; if 
there are not, in short, some indications of 
a sectarian feeling, that is far from pleased 
that persons not connected with the Church 
of England shouJd have obtained a prece- 
dence from which they never can be dis- 
placed, in the biblical literature of the 
Fast,” &c. &c. Vol. vii. p. 574. Now what 

would this Reviewer have said of us, if, tak- 
ing up the two or three volumes of Baptist 
Reports which have been published, we 
should have remarked, as we might have 
Cone with far mofe appearance of truth and 
fairness, “© We read with a very perverted 
appreliension, if there is not in these Re- 
ports a systematic avoidance to give due 
prominence of representation to the energy, 
the talents, and the performances of the 
Missionaries employed by the Society for 
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promoting Christian Knowledge, of the 
Rev. Dr. Brown, the Rev. Dr. Buchanan, 
the Kev. Henry Martyn, and others, be- 
longing to the Church of Engiand, or even 
of the Missionaries of the London Mis- 
sionury Society ; if there is not an obvious 
disposition to throw a richer, fuller light on 
their own exertions; if there are not, in 
shor, some indications of a sectarian feel- 
ing, that is far from pleased that persons 
connected with the Charch of England, or 
with any other church than their own, 
should have taken precedence of them in 
the great work of evangelizing India, or 
should be thought to have borne, or to be 
bearing any part in advancing those very 
biblical undertakings which form their 
chief ground of claim as public benctac- 
tors.” Had we thus written, we should 
have felt that we had written most unfair-: 
ly. The Editor would have properly and 
briefly replied. ‘*1t is not for us to give 
account of any but our own proceedings.” 
But how much more unfair and uncandid is 
the attack of the Reviewer, than even the 
case which we have supposed. Dr. Bucha- 
nan felt, as we hope and believe, a deeper 
interest in the exertions of the church of om | 
which he is a minister, than in those of 
other churches. But is it possible for any 
individual, whose mind is not absolutely 
perverted by prejudice, to read his various 
works, his Memoir on an Ecclesiastical Es- 
tablishment for India, his Star in the East, 
his Christian Researches, and to say that ! 
Dr. Buchanan has systematically avoided i 
to give due prominence to the energy, ta- ; 
Jents, and performances of the Baptist Mis- 
sioners ? We shall next expect to be accus- 
ed ourselves, and it would be with the same 
justice, of invidiously and systematically 
throwing the exertions of these valuable 
men into the shade —But we are desirous 
rather of apologizing for the Reviewer, al- 
though, perhaps, he may thank us as little 
for our apclogy as for our censure. We 
take it for granted that he is a member of 
the Baptist Society, and great allowances 
should be made for him on this score. 
Every Baptist cannot be expected to be a 
Hall or a Hughes in respect to expansion 
of mind. The members of small divisions f 
of Christians generally labour under this | 
disadvantage, that every small sect is apt | 
to account itself the purest of all sects, 
and its great men the greatest of all men. 
The Reviewer appears to have had the 
whole field of his view filled up with his 
own society, and probably knew very little | 
about the proceedings of the Church of 
England or of the other denominations of Hit 
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Christians. When Dr. Buchanan, there- 
fore, published a book giving some honour 
to these us well as to the Baptists, he is 
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both surprised and offended. Montaigne’s 
fable is applicable to such a case.—‘* A 
young rat, who had lived all his tife in a 
large chest, scrambled up to the top one 
day. when the bd chanced to be open, and, 
Jooking over the edge, exclaimed with great 
surprise, how wide the world is!? When 
the reviewer gets out of the chest, and takes 
a larger vew, he wili probably speak less 
harshly of Dr. Buchanan. 

We may appear to have given a dispro- 
portionate space to this discussion, but we 
were desirous not to let slip so fair an op- 
portunity of giving a lesson of candour to 
our Christian brethren generally, as well as 
to the Eclectic Reviewer; and we trust 
that what we have said may prevent the re- 
petition of such unfounded and uaseemly 
IMputations, as those on which we have ani- 
madverted. We must now return to the 
Baptist Missionaries. 

Calcutta, March 8th, 1811.—“Our friend, 
Mis. W of the Fort, who invited the mis- 
Sionaries to preach in her house, made us 
a visit yesterday, with some wthieres4 for the 
hrst time. IT was much gratified by the 
zewlous spirit which she evinced, as well as 
by her anxiety to join the church. She 
has hitherto waited to see if the Lord would 
biess her endeavours to draw her husband 
into the right way. See what a blessing 
this native woman aims to be to her Euro- 
pean husband. She was, if I mistake not, 
before he tock her 
the vilest description. ‘This man was ser- 
jeant of artillery in the late war, under Lord 


Lake, and had an active part in most of the 


bloody conflicts of the time. This woman’s 
attachment to her partner was so strong, 


that she accompanied him in the heat of 


every battle, and offen lent him a hand 
when exhausted, and supplhie ‘d his place at 
the guns. In one of these scenes Mr Ww. 
received a musket ball «bout the temples, 
which penetrated nearly through his skull, 
carrying a part of the brass hoop of his iat 
wage with it He instantly dropped down, 
ali appearance dead. She, however, 
tiles lost ber fortitude nor her affection : 
even in this trving moment, when, in addi- 
tion to the situation of her partner, the 
shot were falling hke hail-stones about her 
own head, she took him upon her back, 
with the intent of performing the last 
friendly office, that of burving him, and 
carried him clear out ef the scene of action ! 
It pleased God to restere him; and, 
make the most grateful return he conceiv- 


_——_— 


as a slave, a Hindoo of 


[ May, 


ed himself capable of, on his recovery he 
made her his wite.” 

An account is afterwards given of the 
successful intercession of this Hindoo wo. 
man with the Commander-in-Chief, to pre. 
vent the discontinuance of the religious 
meetings held at her house, of which some 
one had reported unfavourably. 

Government has given Mr.Ward leave to 
publish a work on the religion and manners 
of the Hindoos, 

On the subject of biblical translations the 
following intelligence is given, 

“ In the nui of March, 1811, the New 
Testament in the Hindee and Mahratta 
languages, the Pentateuch in ny 
and the prophetic books in the Orissa Jan 
guage were finished at press The pro- 
gress of the translations is as follows : 

“1. Bengalee—The whole Old and New 
Testament translated and printed. A se. 
cond edition of the Pentateuch in the press, 
and printed to about the middle of Leviti- 
cows. 

2. Sungskrit.—An edition of one thou- 
sind five ‘hundred copics of the N. T. 
translated and printed. The O. T. trans. 


lated to Ruth, and printed to the end of 


the Pentateuch. 
‘3. Aindee, or Hindoost’hannee.—The N, 


T. translated and printed. The O. T. trans- 
jated, except the Pentateuch. 

“4. The JAahratta.a—The NT. trans- 
lated and printed. The Hagiographa near- 
ly translated. 

“5. The Orissa —The N. T. the poetic 
and prophetic books, translated and printed. 

«6, The Punjabee, or the language of the 
Seits.—The N. T. translated, and the 
printing of it begun. The O. 'T. translated 
to Numbers 

“7, Phe Chinese. Matthew and Mark 
translated and printed, 

«8. The Telinga —The N. T. translat- 
ed; and the ©. ‘I. to Numbers. N. B.A 
fount of ‘Velinga types about finished. 

“9. The Kurnata, or Carnata.—The N. 
T. translated, and the Q. T. to Numbers. 

“10. The Gujuratte—The N.Y. trans- 
lated. . 

“11. The Cashmeera.—The translation 
ef the N. T. begun, and a fount of types 
about completed. 

12, The Burman—A pamphlet cen- 
taining important Se ripture extracts trans- 
lated | and printed for immediate circula- 
tion.” 

(To be continued.) 


— 


SCP We are again under the necessity of apologizing to many of our Correspondents, as well as 


to many pus! ic bodies, for the delay « 
resting articles of religious intelligence. 


which have necessarily arisen in inserting © irious inte- 
We have const erably enlarged our limits }without 


being able to embrace a fourth part of the Religious Intelligence + which lies before us. 
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VIEW OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS. 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 

fy SPAIN, no events of moment have as 
vet arisen out of the capture of Badajoz. 
‘rhe French forces under Soult, which had 
gdeanced to its succour, immediately retir- 
cd, not without some loss, in consequence 
of their rear being pressed upon by some 
of our troops. ‘The force, under Marmont, 
which had threatened Almeida and Ciudad 
Rodrigo, has also begun to withdraw. An 
attack made on the former fortress was gal- 
lantly repelled. Some partial successes 
have been obtained by Ballasteros in An- 
dalusia—We are sorry to perceive that 
the flame of war is again kindled between 
Buenos Ayres and Monte Video; and that 
the Brazilian force has taken a part in the 
coutest in favour of the latter 

Bonaparte has at length quitted Paris, in 
order to join his armies in Potanpb. Alex- 
ander has also quitted his capital,to place 
himself at the head of the Russian force 
collected in the same quarter. Peace, 
however, is not yet made between Russia 
and TurKty; a circumstance which the 
French Emperor will know how to turn to 
his advantage. Every thing tn this quarter 
bears the aspect of the approach of another 
severe struggle ; on one side for dominion, 
on the other for existence. The Austrian 
troops are said to be in motion with a view 
toassist the French. As for Prussia,she 
may be considered as a provinceof FRANCE, 
and all her fortresses are garrisoned by 
French soldiers. The policy of Swepen is 
still doubtful. It is rumoured, and indeed 
generally believed, that she has concluded 
atreaty of alliance with us, and that she 
intends joining in a coalition against France, 
If Bernadotte could be fully relied on, 
such a measure might prove highly advan. 
ltageous at the present crisis. A Swedish 
army, conducted by one of the ablest gene- 
rals of the revolutionary school, thrown into 
the rear of Bonaparte, would necessarily 
embarrass him, and might lead to his dis- 
comfiture. But these are vain speculations. 
We must patiently wait the course of events. 

Itistowards America that we Jook with 
the greatest solicitude at the present mo- 
ment. We had hoped that the deciaration 
recently issued by our Government, on the 
subject of the Orders in Council, would have 
had the effect of a'laying the irritation felt 
in the United States against this country, 
‘ounled as it would naturally have been 
vith the express declaration of Bonaparte, 


that his Berlin and Milan decrees were 
to be considered as in full force. This 
hope, however, has been damped by the 
disclosure to the American Government, 
and also to Congress, of a correspondence 
which the Gallican party have construed as 
proving an attempt, on the part of our Go- 
vernment, to effect a separation between 
the northern and southern states of the 
union, The facts of the case are simply 
these :—In the year 1809, when war was 
loudly talked of in the United States, and 
many threats were used respecting the in- 
vasion of Canada, Sir James Craig, the go. 
vernor of that province, thought it his duty 
to send a Mr. Henry into New England in 
order to procure accurate j-tormation on 


the state of politics, of general feeling, of 


military preparation, &c. in America; and 
to ascertain what was tlie likelihood, in the 
event of a war, of being able to detach the 
northern states from the general union. 
Mr. Henry was employed for some manths 
on this service, but was recalled when the 
arrangement made by Mr, Erskine had re- 
moved the apprehension of immediate hos- 
tilities. The mission had also been under- 
taken without the knowledge of his Majes- 
ty’s ministers, and hae terminated even be- 
fore they knew of its existence. Mr. Hen- 
ry appled to them for a remuneration of 
his services, and was referred back to the 
Canadian Gov ernment, which best knew the 
circumstances of the case. Henry appears 
to have been exasperated by this treatment, 
which he probably considered as an evasion 
of his claim ; and on his return to America, 
he was led, it is alleged, by the offer of a 
large sum of money, to place the whole of 
the correspondence on this delicate subject 
in the hands of the American Government. 
The proper conduct for America to have 
pursued, while the relations of peace conti- 
nued to subsist between the two countries, 
was to have communicated the information 
to the British Government, and to have de- 
manded an explanation Instead of this, 
the papers were at once laid before Con- 
gress, accompanied by a message in which 
the British Government was directly charg- 
ed with endeavouring to produce the dis- 
memberment of the United States. The 
hostile intention of such a proceeding is too 
palpable to be mistaken, At the same time 
we admit, that there was much in the whole 
ransaction calculated to excite dissatisfac- 
tion on the part of America, and that it be- 
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hoves our Government to disavow most 
unequivocally any intention of sanctioning 
such an interference as would lead to dis- 
sension and disunion among the subjects of 
a friendly state. As for Henry, his conduct 
is of the most base description: and whe- 
ther we consider the motives by which he 
was actuated, or the mischievous conse- 
quences which his treachery may produce 
(on the supposition that war between this 
country and America is the result of the 
disclosure), we must rank him among the 
worst enemies of his kind. tn the mean 
time, the American Government has im- 
posed an embargo on all American shipping, 


to continue for three montlis, so as to afford 
time for the return of such of their mer- 
chantmen as are abread. 

Since the appearance of our Declaration 
respecting the Orders in Council, Bona. 
parte has promulgateda Decree, which he 
has thought proper to date in April, 181], 
pronouncing the Decrees of Berlin and Mj. 
lan to be repealed as they relate to Amerj. 
ca. This is most manifestly a mere trick, 
For where has the decree lain for the last 
twelve months ? or where was it when he 
recently declared, that his Berlin and Milan 
Decrees were in full force ? ° 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


ASSASSINATION OF MR. PERCEVAL. 

‘The assassination of Mr. Perceval within 
the walls of Parliament, which happened 
on the 11th instant, as he was entering the 
lobby of the House of Commons, preduced 
a sensation throughout the land beyond 
any thing which we remember to have 
witnessed on any former occasion. ‘he 
horror which the foul deed itself could not 
but inspire, the space which Mr. Perceval 
from his high situation naturally filled in 
the public eye, his distinguished talents, 
his private worth, his large family, the 
critical state of public affairs, our foreign 
dangers,our domestic discontents,our finan- 
cial difficulties, our uncertainties as tothe 
future ; all] combined to give a deeply pain- 
ful interest to this event. And when to 
these considerations was added the recol- 
lection that Mr. Perceval was a man who 
feared God, who loved his worship and his 
word, who was zealous for the honour of 
religion, and was ready to promote every 
good work, the Christian Observer, in de- 
ploring the sudden extinction of such a 
light, could only turn in submission to Him 
by whom the hairs of our head are number- 
ed, and without whom not even a sparrow 
falleth to the ground. What purposes this 
affecting dispensation of Providence may 
be intended to answer, it were perhaps vain 
to inquire. As far as it respects Mr. Per- 
ceval himself, it cannot be viewed by those 
who knew the piety of his mind without 
the most consolatory persuasion that he has 
exchanged the miseries of this sinful 
world,” this scene of anxiety, debate, and 
contention, for astate of rest and peace, of 
joy and felicity. His widowed partner, and 
fis twelve orphan children have indeed 
been called to drink of the cup of sorrow. 
Rut we trust they will find it mingled with 
those consolations from above whici can 
alone mitigate its bitterness. We trust 





they will be enabled to reduce to practice 
those lessons of resignation to the Divine 
will which they used to receive from his 
lips; and that the value of a well-founded 
hope in the Divine mercy, which it was 
one of the cares of his life toimpress on the 
minds of his offspring, will be impressed 
there with double conviction by the stroke 
which has torn from them the guide and 
instructer of their youth, their friend and 
father. 

The effects of this melancholy event on 
the political state of the empire, it scems 
hardly possible to anticipate. ‘he great 
variety of large and important questions 
which are at issue before the supreme 
council of the nation will naturally be in- 


fluenced in their decision by the views of 


the government which may now be formed 
by the Prince Regent. The dispute with 
America, the Orders in Council, the Ca- 
tholic question, the conduct of the conti- 
nental war, the variousquestions of financial 
reform, the future government of our In- 
cian Empire, &e. &c. are points which may 
be considered as uncetermined, or at least 
as in some degree unsettled, by the death 
of Mr. Perceval. At the moment we are 
writing (May 26), we cannot learn that any 
government has yet been formed. Weun- 
derstand, however, that to the Marquis 
Wellesley has been intrusted the task of 
forming one. 

We have purposely abstained from de- 
tailing the particulars of Mr. Perceval’s 
assassination, because they must by this 
time be well known to every individual in 
the country. Of the murderer, it may be 
‘proper to say a few words. His name was 
John Bellingham. He was a native of Hun- 
tingdonshire, and was engaged in mercall- 
tile pursuits at Liverpool. He was lec 
some vears ago to visit Russia, and havins 
a dispute with a Russian house on the sub- 
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iect of their accounts, the matter was re- 


yerred to the examination and decision of 


two British merchants chosen by Belling- 
ham, and two Russian merchants named 
by the other party. The award of the 
arbiters made Bellingham a debtor to the 
amount of two thousand roubles ; but he 
refused, notwithsianding the award, to dis- 
charge Uiis debt. He had also been arrest- 
ed on acriminal charge, of which he was 
acquitted ; but previous to the termination 
of the suit he had attempted to quit Russis, 
and hav-ng resisted the police which inter- 
posed to prevent hin, he was committed 
to prison, from which he was soon after 
Jiberated on the application of the British 
Consul. He was xgain, however, taken 
into custody with the view of enforcing the 
award of the arbitrators, which, on an ap- 
peal from Bellingham, had been confirmed 
bya decree of ile senate ; but was per- 
mitted to be at large under the care of a 
police officer, and was frequently supplied 
with money by Lord L. Gower, then our 
ambassador in Russia. Though his lord- 
ship could not interfere officially with the 
proceedings of the Russian courts, he ne- 
vertheless expressed a wish to the Russian 
government for his liberation, as there 
seemed to be no prospect of obtaining from 
him the money which he owed ; and subse- 
quently to the departure of Lord L. Gewer, 
he appears on this ground to havgd been 
discharged from confinement. 

Bellingham, conceiving himself to have 
been unjustly treated in Russis, had rejeat- 
ediy applied to our Ambassador and Cyn- 
sul for redress, which they uniformly ¢de- 
clared their inability to afford. On his re- 
turn to England, he presented memorials 
to government, claiming a pecuniary com- 
pensation for the hardships he had endured 
und the losses he had sustained, through 
the injustice of the Russian government, 
and the supineness of Lord L. Gower and 
the British Consul ia vindicating his rights. 
Such aclaim, however, was, in the highest 
degree, absurd. Our government have no 
right to interfere even with our own courts 
of civil or criminal judicature, much less 
with those of Russia, Would this country 
for one moment have tolerated the interie- 
rence of a Russian ambassador, in a case of 
the legal arrest for debt of a Russian sub- 
ject, in this metropolis ; or in a case of the 
apprehension of such a person for a breach 
of the peace ? Lord L. Gower, and after- 
wards our government, refused, with the 
inost perfect propriety, to t.kKe cognizance 
of such a transaction, or to admit a claim 
to pecuniary compensation on account of it. 
This refusal, in the propriety of which Bel- 
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lingham appears to have found an universal 
concurrence on the part of all to whom he 
apphed, among whom were the two mem- 
bers for Liverpool; and to the propriety of 
which it is impossible not to give ap unqua- 
lified assent, even at this moment, with all 
the fatal consequences of the refusal before 
our eyes :—-this refusal so exasperated Bel- 
lingham, that he resolved, as he termed it, 
to do himself justice, by taking away the 
life of Mr. Perceval. And under this im- 
pression, he at length found means to per- 
petrate his criminal design.—The murder 
vas committed on the 1lth; Bellingham 
vas tried on the 15th; and his guilt being 
clearly proved, he way condemned to sutler 
the awful sentence ot the law, which was 
executed on the 18th. He conducted him- 
self with great calmness and composure 
during his trial, and at the place of execu- 
tion; and to the last maintained the per- 
fect propriety of the act for which he suf- 
fered: furnishing a most striking exempli- 
fication of the degree in which self-interest, 
and passion, are capable of perverting the 
reason, and hardening the heart, of the 
man who yields himself to their guidance. 
We are the more anxious to express a 
distinct opinion on this part of the extraor- 
dinary case which we have been consider- 
ing, as an insidious attempt has been made 
by some popular journalists, to exalt this 
wretched assassin into a hero; and for no 
other reason that we can discover, but be- 
cause the man whom he murdered was a 
minister of state, and because (for this,also, 
scems to raise Bellingham in their estima- 
tion), lhe murdered this minister without 
feeling one sensation of remorse for his 
crime. We cannot regard the representa- 
tions to which we allude, in any other light 
than as giving’ encouragement to similar 
atrocities. But our limits will not permit 
us to pursue this subject at present. We 
will only, therefore, remark, that if there 
be Englishmen capable of exulting in blood, 
—capable of almost canonizing the delibe- 
rate assassin, who aims the unprovoked 
biow at the heart of his victim, provided 
only that victim stand high in the councils 
of his sovereign ; we must attribute such a 
perversion of right feeling to this cause 
chiefly, that the writings to which we have 
referred, are familiar to our population,* 








* We understand that the Rev. Mr. Wil. 
son, minister of St. John’s Chapel, Bedford 
Row, will publish, in a few days, the sub- 
stance of a conversation which he had with 
John Bellingham, the assassin, on the day 
previous to bis execution : to which will be 
added, some eeneral remarks, 
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Parliament have voted an annuity of 
200u/.a year to the widow of Mr.Perceval ; 
10002. a year to his eldest son; and 50,0002, 
to be applied to the use of the large family 
he has left behind him. 


DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 

On the death of Mr. Perceval, an effort 
was made to form an administration, with 
the aid of the Marquis Wellesiey and Mr. 
Canning, Which souwid embrace all, or near. 
ly all, the persons who had been associated 
with Mr. Perceval. Weruten communica. 
tions passed between those two statesmen 
and Lord Liverpool on the subject, which 
had scarcely been mule, before they ap- 
peared in the newspapers. Considering 
the delicate and confidential nature of the 
discussions invoived in such a cerrespon- 
dence, we find it dithicult to frame to our- 
selves a sifficient justification of such a 
proceeding. It was probably done without 
mich consideration ; but it certainly looks 
too much like a trap to catch an adversary ; 
especially as it must be admitted, that the 
party publi shing make a more advantageous 
appearance on paper than the minister 
does. ‘This, however, was naturally to be 
expected in compositions fntenced for the 
press. 

The points of difference chiefly respected 
the Catholic question, the conduct of the 
waron the Peninsula, and the preceden- 
ey of power in the government. On the 
first point one party was for modified con. 
cession to the Catholics, and the other 
against any concession. On the second, 
the Marquis and Mr. Canning were of opi- 
nion, that the war m Spain should be pro- 
secuted with increased vigour ; while Lord 
Liverpool thought that our efforts in that 
quarter were already pushed to the utmost 
extent of our means. With respect to the 
third, it appeared to be the wish of those in 
power that Lord Liverpool should be Pre- 
mier, and should lead in the House of 
Lords, and Lord Castlereagh in the House 
of Commons. Lord Wellesiey and Mr, 
Canning did not scem willing to accede to 
such an arrangement. 

We should have rejoiced to have seen 


this attempt to strengthen the Government 
succeed, if it could have been efected 
without any indae compromise of princi. 
ple. On ais failure, the Earl of Liverpool 
Was appointed first Lord of the Preasury, 
and Mr. Vansittart Chaneelior of the Ex. 
chequer; the former beire to be succeeded 
in the Colomal Office by Karl Bathurse, 
When this arrangement came to be known, 
a member of the Elouse of Commons mov. 
ed an Address to the Vrince Regent (this 
was on the Qist instant), prasiig that his 
Roval Highness would be pleased to form 
a strong and efficient admimistration The 
Address was carvied by a raya fOrity of 174 
to 170. The answer of the Prince Vegent 
was favourable to the prayer of the Ad. 
dress ; and tt is understood that he request. 
ed the Marquis Wellesley to jane > measures 
for forming an administration. The Marquis 
appears to have experienced more difficul- 
tv in eflecting this chject than was at first 
anticipated. for to the present hour (May 
99), it is not Known that any definitive ar. 
rangement has vet been made. We do 
most sincerely wish that a strong and effi. 
cient administration may be formed, whieh, 
uniting a competency of talent with tried 
public virtue, may afford us a rational hope 
of union and conciliation at home, and vi- 
gour and success abroad. 


NAVAL INTELLIGENCE. 


A French 74 gun ship has been captur’ 
ed in the Mediterranean, by one of our 
ships of equal force, after a severe action, 
Two of our gun-brigs had got on shore on 
the coast of France. One was burnt by the 
crew, who made their escape in_ boats. 
The other, the Apelles, was taken with the 
captain and a few men on board; and was 
afterwards got off by the French. But no 
sooner had she been launched than she was 
attacked bya party of our men in boats, and 
carried off in triumph, notwithstanding an 
incessant fire from the batteries on shore, 
—A small French squadron sent out, as it 
would appear, merely for the purpose of 
cruizing, has captured ‘and burnt upwards of 
thirty vessels, of which about balf are En- 
g'! lish, and the rest Americans, Swedes, &c. 








ANSWi 


S TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


J.M.W., we are of opinion, requires too much from us, in requiring us to state reasons 


for declining to insert a particular paper. 


AFFABILITATIS AmMaATOR; T.D.; R H.; 


F. T.; C.B.; Tuera ; CAROLINE; 


Crier. Epor.; S.S8.; and Lyota ; have been received, and shall be considered. 


We assure 2 SHOPKEEPER, ‘ 


hatif we had received any communication op the — to 


which he refers, worthy of insertion, we should have been anxious to have brought it 


forward, 





But we lave not received any, either good or bad. 








